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Fig.S1 Correlation matrix representing the relationships between measures of touch avoidance including 
subscales of TAQ (Touch Avoidance Questionnaire), STQ (Social Touch Questionnaire), and Receptivity 
scores, as well as Threat Sensitivity, Sensory Sensitivity, Autism Quotient, Peer Attachment, and Reaction 
Time from the Discomfort Distance Task using a heatmap with a red-blue gradient, where red represents 
positive correlations and blue represents negative correlations. The values indicate Spearman's rank 
correlation coefficients, with significance levels marked by asterisks (*** denoting p < .001; ** denoting p < 
.01; . denoting .1 > p > .05) 
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Fig.S2 Relationship between TAQ Partner, TAQ Family, TAQ Stranger, STQ, and Receptivity scores and 
Touchability Index for different relationship types. The plot shows fitted regression lines with 95% 
confidence intervals for each condition. Green lines represent interactions involving a loved one, and 
purple lines represent interactions involving a stranger. Shaded areas indicate the uncertainty around the 
regression estimates 
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Tables S1 and S2 Descriptive statistics for low and high TAQ partner and TAQ stranger groups based on 
a median split of TAQ partner and stranger scores 

TAQ Partner  relationship touchabilitymean touchabilitySD touchabilitymax touchabilitymin 

high loved one 15.967 25.747 97.638 -73.565 

high stranger -40.284 32.919 51.561 -98.308 

low loved one 29.814 32.755 99.212 -44.899 

low stranger -40.912 30.757 14.362 -98.438 

TAQ Stranger  relationship touchabilitymean touchabilitySD touchabilitymax touchabilitymin 

high loved one 20.625 29.557 99.212 -35.065 

high stranger -51.211 32.191 10.457 -98.438 

low loved one 25.01 30.872 95.911 -73.565 

low stranger -32.91 29.2 51.561 -97.656 



 

Table S3 Results of multivariate linear regression models predicting TAQ subscales, and STQ from 
sensory sensitivity (GSQ), threat sensitivity (TFQ), autism quotient (AQs) and peer attachment (PA). Each 
outcome variable (TAQ Partner, TAQ Family, TAQ Stranger, and STQ) was entered into a multivariate 
model with GSQ, TFQ, AQs, and PA as simultaneous predictors. For each predictor-outcome pair, the 
table reports the unstandardized regression coefficient (β), its raw p-value, and the FDR-corrected 
p-value obtained using the Benjamini-Hochberg procedure across all coefficients in the analysis. For each 
outcome, the adjusted R², model F statistic with associated degrees of freedom, and overall model 
p-value summarize model fit. Receptivity was analysed in a separate proportional odds ordinal regression 
model with the same set of predictors, for which the table reports the corresponding regression 
coefficients, raw p-values derived from the z statistics, and FDR-corrected p-values from the joint 
multiple-comparison correction across all predictors and outcomes 


