[bookmark: _Ref208309627]Table 3: WHO core drug use indicators across various sociodemographic variables as well as various hospital settings.
	[bookmark: _Hlk199880160]Core drug use indicators
	Sex
	
P value
	Age (years)
	
P value
	Education
	
P value
	Type of HCF
	
P value
	Type of HCF
	
P value

	
	Male
	Female
	
	18-30
	31-60
	>60
	
	Illiterate
	Primary
	S & HS
	UG
& above
	
	Private
	Public
	
	Teaching
	Non-teaching
	

	A. [bookmark: _Ref207806678]Prescribing indicator

	Average number of drugs prescribed per patient encounter
	5.56
	5.22
	0.066
	4.64
	5.51
	6.84
	<0.001
	5.4
	5.08
	5.30
	5.41
	0.779
	5.97
	4.77
	<0.001
	4.77
	6.01
	<0.001

	Percent medicines prescribed by generic name
	5.98
	7.39
	0.399
	10.2
	9.3
	12.9
	0.559
	14.10
	8.16
	4.48
	2.03
	<0.001
	0.00
	13.11
	<0.001
	12.72
	0.00
	<0.001

	Percent encounters with an antibiotic prescribed
	18.2
	30.0
	<0.001
	32.2
	24.8
	10.8
	<0.001
	20.6
	29.5
	28.8
	26.2
	0.134
	30.9
	21.5
	0.002
	27.4
	24.2
	0.277

	Percent encounters with an injection prescribed
	9.4
	8.7
	0.725
	4.8
	10.1
	17.2
	<0.001
	7.7
	3.3
	10.6
	9.2
	0.248
	17.8
	1.1
	<0.001
	7.4
	10.8
	0.076

	Percent medicines prescribed from EML
	43.19
	51.57
	<0.001
	50.37
	48.33
	46.58
	0.445
	40.63
	40.78
	51.82
	55.57
	<0.001
	66.65
	32.69
	<0.001
	45.54
	52.50
	<0.001

	B. Patient care indicators

	Average consultation time (minutes)
	5.30
	6.15
	0.018
	6.30
	5.48
	6.24
	0.059
	4.24
	4.26
	6.47
	7.27
	<0.001
	9.91
	2.25
	<0.001
	4.65
	7.31
	<0.001

	Average dispensing time (minutes)
	3.18
	3.86
	0.004
	3.31
	3.67
	4.50
	0.011
	3.26
	2.90
	3.78
	4.04
	0.026
	5.99
	1.52
	<0.001
	2.92
	4.48
	<0.001

	Percent medicines actually dispensed
	76.62
	79.27
	0.120
	79.87
	77.85
	75.86
	0.284
	76.61
	77.34
	78.81
	80.06
	0.462
	85.16
	72.26
	<0.001
	77.69
	79.17
	0.354

	Percent medicines adequately labelled
	49.2
	50.7
	0.667
	50.88
	50.72
	48.25
	0.547
	44.5
	44.3
	52.2
	55.4
	0.082
	62.8
	38.9
	<0.001
	44.3
	57.2
	<0.001

	Percent patients with knowledge of correct doses
	45.8
	52.4
	0.063
	66.2
	48.1
	6.5
	<0.001
	22.3
	23.0
	54.3
	86.2
	<0.001
	63.0
	38.7
	<0.001
	47.3
	53.7
	0.06

	C. Facility indicator (number of facilities = 20)

	Percentage availability of EML to practitioners
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	0.00
	100.00
	<0.001
	66.7
	25.00
	0.170

	Percent key medicines available
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	_
	87.05
	68.23
	0.012
	80.53
	73.03
	0.557


HCF = Health Care Facility; S & HS = Secondary & Higher secondary; UG = Undergraduate; EML = Essential Medicine List
