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	Theme
	Subtheme
	Selected quotations

	Encountering the altered sexuality
	Sexual function before the diagnosis
	P6 (73y, 2y after diagnosis)：Before the treatments, our sex lives were normal, at least once a week for about 10 minutes. My sexual functions were all normal”

	
	Manifestations of sexual dysfunctions 
	P11 (76ym 4m after diagnosis)I still think about it (sex), but I was unable to get and keep an erection for sex. After attempting several times, I gave it up

	
	Perceived factors contributing to sexual dysfunctions 
	P13 (66y, 3m after diagnosis): It’s only been three months (since RP), I don’t have any feelings to sex life, not at all……because sex life might result in recurrence of my disease. I am pressured from all the aspects.

	
	Negative emotions associated with asexuality
	P10 (67yr, 1yafter diagnosis) “I had no ideas in my mind. I just felt that there was no way (for sexual problems)

	
	Acceptance of sexual dysfunctions
	P1(61y, 2y after diagnosis): “I don’t think about these things (sex). I only want to cure the cancer” (61 years, 2 years).  

	Communication and sexual adjustment
	Disclosure of sexual issues to partners 
	P7 (74y, 3y after diagnosis): We don’t need to talk about this, as she would know my situation……Our relationship is good so that we don’t need any communication. Anyway, she would understand this.

	
	Seeking methods to restore sexual functions

	P6（73y, 2y after diagnosis): I didn’t take any medications or use any methods like others. I think that I might not have any sexual needs after the surgery. It should have gone. For people at my age, we just forget about it.

	[bookmark: _Toc69848159]Maintenance of quality intimate relationship
	Good marital relationship after disease 
	P6 (73y, 2y after diagnosis): I think we become more intimate after the disease. Before I had cancer, we used not to communicate very often. Now, I am glad that she takes care of me a lot. I even think how could I repay her. I also expressed my concern now and sometimes try to do some house work to relieve her.

	
	Expressions of love without verbalizing it

	P6（73y, 2y after diagnosis): After my surgery, we sleep on both ends of the bed and I usually massage my wife’s legs and feet before we sleep

	
	Factors influencing expression of intimacy
	P1（61y, 2y after diagnosis）: Because of the place. Our town is very conservative, not like the big cities. Because of the cultural reasons, my wife is also introverted and doesn’t like to say intimate things.

	Lack of sexual health support

	Limited information provision from health professionals
	P4（71y, 4m after diagnosis）: The doctor didn’t say anything. The nurses didn’t say anything. Only the nurse in charge of me said it might affect the sexual functions and asked me to wear briefs to keep my testicles up,  she just said these few words.

	
	Perceived barriers in seek professional help
	P11(67y, 7m after diagnosis): You don’t have much time for the consultation. Too many people there were waiting and how could I communicate this kind of thing?

	
	Timing to discuss and address sexual concerns
	P15（79y, 1y after diagnosis）: I would consider other (sexual) issue on the basis of the healthy body. Now I am focusing on being healthy and living a normal life.



