	Table 1. General characteristics of all included patients with rectal adenocarcinoma (N = 134).

	Characteristic
	N (%)

	Age
	

	
	< 65 years
	63 (47.0%)

	
	≥ 65 years
	71 (53.0%)

	Gender
	

	
	Male
	78 (58.2%)

	
	Female
	56 (41.8%)

	Tumor location, 
	

	
	Upper rectum
	36 (26.9 %)

	
	Middle rectum
	98 (73.1%)

	CEA
	

	
	< 5 ng/ml
	99 (73.9%)

	
	≥ 5 ng/ml
	35 (26.1%)

	CA19-9
	

	
	< 37 U/ml
	116 (86.6%)

	
	≥ 37 U/ml
	18 (13.4%)

	Differentiation
	

	
	Well-differentiated
	54 (40.3%)

	
	Moderately-differentiated
	73 (54.5%)

	
	Poorly-differentiated
	7 (5.2%)

	Pathological T stage
	

	
	pT1–2
	38 (28.4%)

	
	pT3–4
	96 (71.6%)

	Pathological N stage
	

	
	pN0
	86 (64.2%)

	
	pN1–2
	48 (35.8%)

	LNM
	

	
	Negative
	92 (68.7%)

	
	Positive
	42 (31.3%)

	TD
	

	
	Negative
	123 (91.8%)

	
	Positive
	11 (8.2%)

	Notes: CEA, carcinoembryonic antigen; CA19-9, carbohydrate antigen 19-9; LNM, lymph node metastasis; and TD, tumor deposit.
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