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Archaeological context of samples
Country: POLAND
Deszczowa Cave
N 50.588574, E 19.541117
Contact: Magdalena Krajcarz, Maciej T. Krajcarz
Deszczowa Cave (inv. No. J.Cz.III-06.24 in the Polish Cave Database) is located in Kraków–Częstochowa Upland, southern Poland. Its main chamber was excavated in 1989–1997, and the rear gallery in 2011–2012(Cyrek et al. 2020). The sedimentation in the main chamber occurred from the late Saalian to the beginning of the Eemian Interglacial (MIS 6 to MIS 5e, layers I, II, III, and IV), and, after an erosional hiatus, during MIS 3, MIS 2 (layers V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X), and the Holocene (layers X and XI) (Cyrek et al. 2020). The sediments in the rear gallery represents MIS 3-MIS 2 (layers D, C, and B2) and the Holocene (layers B1 and A) (Krajcarz et al. 2015).
A few Felis remains were found at the site, both in the Pleistocene and Holocene layers. The studied specimen was found within natural layer B1, without archaeological context but mixed Holocene layers contained sparse archaeological material linked to Neolithic and early medieval occupations. Other mammals found within the same stratum included wild carnivorans, domestic ruminant, leporids, rodents, and insectivores (Krajcarz et al. 2015).
Kałdus, site 3
N 53.327018, E 18.38276
Contact: Daniel Makowiecki 
Kałdus was one of the most important settlement centres in the Western Slavic region at the turn of the first and second millennia (Chudziak et al. 2016). The complex comprised a two-part stronghold (sites 3 and 6), surrounded by a suburban settlement and associated cemeteries (sites 1, 2, and 4). The beginning of the complex was dated to the tribal period, for the end of the 7th century. Over time, Kałdus developed into a major centre of pagan worship during the 9th and 10th centuries. By the late 10th century, it was incorporated into the Piast-ruled Polish state, attaining a high political and social status as sedes regni principales (a principal seat of the kingdom). In the early 13th century, the site came under the ownership of the Teutonic Order. The studied bone was recovered from the area of the Basilica complex (trench 7, layer 3), which has been dated to the late 11th or early 12th century.
Kazimierza Wielka, site 13
N 50.269229, E 20.478845
Contact: Jarosław Wilczyński 
In terms of physiogeography, the site in Kazimierza Wielka is located on the Proszowice Plateau (western part of the Małopolska Upland) but the site itself is located above a small erosional outcrop, at the side of the Nidzica valley. Archaeological investigations were carried out at the site between 2019 and 2021 as a part of a rescue excavation (Czerniak R., Fudali T., and G. 2024). Several phases of human activity were identified, spanning from the Early Neolithic to the Early Bronze Age. Notably, twelve features associated with the Mierzanowice culture of the Early Bronze Age were uncovered. These consisted primarily of deep utility pits with trapezoidal vertical cross-sections and distinctive stratified backfills. Artefacts recovered from these features can be attributed to the proto- and early phases of the Mierzanowice culture (2,300–2,050 BCE (Jarosz 2024)).
Feature 34, where the remains of a wildcat were uncovered, contained ceramic artefacts characteristic of the early phase of the Mierzanowice culture (Wilczyński J., Pospuła S., and K. 2024). The feature contained 80 animals’ bones and teeth, representing both wild and domestic species. The wildcat skeleton was nearly complete and belonged to a few months’ old individual – the lower jaw still has deciduous teeth, and the proximal and distal epiphyses of long bones were not yet fused. 
Kroczycka Cave
N 50.58732, E 19.539965
Contact: Jarosław Wilczyński
Kroczycka Cave (actually known as Żurowski Cave, inv. No. J.Cz.III-06.23 in the Polish Cave Database) is located in the village of Kostkowice, Silesian voivodship, and was accidentally discovered in 1936 during calcite extraction. Human remains belonging to a group of approximately 40 individuals were found lying on the surface around four hearths, accompanied by Roman Period artefacts. The wildcat remains analysed in this study were found during recent excavations that began in 2014. These investigations yielded additional hand-made pottery fragments, numerous spindle whorls, an amber bead, and loose human bones. A small pit attributed to the Przeworsk culture was also documented. In total, 688 animal bone and tooth fragments were recovered, most of which were highly fragmented what made difficult taxonomic determination. Among the identifiable specimens, domestic mammals predominated. The assemblage also included seven cat (Felis sp.) remains: two humeri (one complete, one distal fragment), a fragment of the pelvis, a tibia, two metatarsal bones, and a phalanx.
Miechów, site 3
N 50.356488, E 20.027885
Contact: Jarosław Wilczyński 
The site at Miechów is located in the Lesser Poland Voivodeship, within the urban-rural commune of Miechów, near the Miechówka stream. Rescue excavations were carried out between 2011 and 2016. Miechów site 3 represents an extensive, multicultural settlement with rich archaeological remains spanning from the Early Neolithic and Eneolithic through the Bronze Age, the Roman Period, and into the early Middle Ages (Moskal-del Hoyo et al. 2017). The site was most intensively occupied during the Lublin-Volhynian culture, when a large fortified settlement, enclosed by a ditch and palisade, was established.
Wildcat remains were recovered from feature 1374, which contained pottery and flint artefacts characteristic of the Lublin-Volhynian culture settlement. A total of 121 animal remains were discovered, primarily bones and teeth of domestic species and isolated remains of wild mammals. The wildcat mandible belonged to a mature individual.
Perspektywiczna Cave
N 50.442602, E 19.766957
Contact: Magdalena Krajcarz, Maciej T. Krajcarz
Perspektywiczna Cave (inv. No. J.Cz.IV-04.117 in the Polish Cave Database) is located in Udorka Valley, in the middle part of Kraków-Częstochowa Upland, southern Poland. It has been discovered in 2011, and excavated since 2012 (Sudoł et al. 2016; Krajcarz, Pacher, et al. 2016; Krajcarz, Krajcarz, et al. 2020; Krajcarz et al. 2023). The cave includes two chambers connected by a gallery. Two entrances to the cave occur in a cliff at an elevation of 340 and 345 m a.s.l. The upper chamber is filled with Holocene series (layer C1), disturbed by animal burrowing, and gray and yellowish-brown loamy sands with limestone debris (layers C2 and C3) dated to MIS 3 on the basis of a rich series of radiocarbon dates of cave bear and cave hyena remains (Krajcarz, Makowiecki, et al. 2016; Krajcarz et al. 2023). The lower chamber contains Upper Pleistocene and Holocene sediments with abundant animal bones and archaeological material. During the excavations, nineteen archaeological layers were identified within a 4-m-thick sequence. The sediments of the lower chamber are dated to: the Late Glacial of the Last Glaciation (layers 9a, 9b), Lower Holocene (layer 8), and Middle to Upper Holocene (all other layers, including the colluvial series of re-deposited LGM to Middle Holocene material). This is a colluvium situated between the Late Glacial and Lower Holocene series, composed of material dated to MIS 3 and re-deposited from the upper chamber (Krajcarz et al. 2023). Chronology of the lowest strata (layers 10, 11 and 12) is unknown. 
The studied specimens were discovered in the Upper Holocene layer 4, without archaeological context.
Południowa Cave
N 50.93137, E 15.91214
Contact: Adrian Marciszak 
Południowa Cave (620 m a.s.l.; inv. no. S-5.24 in the Polish Cave Database, German names: Kitzelhöhle, Kitzelloch, Kitzelberghöhle, Kitzelkirche, Teufelskeller) is one of the most significant sites in the Sudetes Mountains. The cave forms an elongated, L-shaped corridor and has been known for over 500 years. It was rediscovered during quarrying activities, with initial investigations conducted in 1904, followed by more extensive excavations in the 1930s. The cave was destroyed in the 1970s. The stratigraphic sequences comprise: yellow clays, intercalations of quartz gravels, red clays of terra-rossa type, and limestones debris covered by brown clays. The oldest faunal element is dated to Pliocene while the younger assemblage is dated back to the Late Pleistocene (MIS 3 and MIS1) (Marciszak et al. 2024; Marciszak, Gornig, and Stefaniak 2017).
Raj Cave
N 50.82529, E 20.494297
Contact: Jarosław Wilczyński
The Raj Cave (inv. No. G-2.17 in the Polish Cave Database) is located in Chęciny, on the slope of the Malik Mountain in the Bolechowice Range, southern-central Poland. It was discovered at the end of 1963 during stone extractions. The paleontological and archaeological material comes from research conducted here in 1967–1972 (Kowalski K., Kozłowski J.K., and T. 1972).
The studied wildcat mandible was recovered during excavations conducted within the cave interior. The absence of post-Upper Palaeolithic cultural layers suggests that the cave entrance was closed since the end of the Pleistocene or the Early Holocene, precluding later human occupation. As such, the wildcat remains represent a natural deposit and are not associated with anthropogenic activity.
Shelter in Smoleń III
N 50.433976, E 19.673964
Contact: Magdalena Krajcarz, Maciej T. Krajcarz
Shelter in Smoleń III (inv. No. J.Cz.IV-04.44 in the Polish Cave Database) is situated in Wodąca Valley, in the middle part of Kraków-Częstochowa Upland, southern Poland. Two entrances to the cave, exposed to NE direction, are located at 345 m a.s.l in the south-eastern part of a limestone hill. The excavations were conducted in 2012-2013 and revealed the presence of long stratigraphic series of sediments rich in animal bones and traces of human activity (Krajcarz, Krajcarz, et al. 2020; Sudoł et al. 2015; Sudoł et al. 2016). The near-entrance area and partially the sediments inside the shelter were excavated. The sequence of sediments has a relatively large thickness (up to 250 cm) and is composed of 12 lithologically variable layers. The major part was deposited continuously since around 12,000 years BCE until the modern times (Krajcarz, Szymanek, et al. 2020). The studied specimens were discovered in the natural layers 2 and 4, without archaeological context.
Shelter in Udorka Valley I
N 50.442833, E 19.767194
Contact: Magdalena Krajcarz, Maciej T. Krajcarz
Shelter in Udorka Valley I (inv. No. J.Cz.IV-04.118 in the Polish Cave Database) is located a few dozen meters away from Perspektywiczna Cave, on the same right slope of the Udorka Valley, and likely belongs to the same ancient karst system. The interior of the rock shelter is weakly accessible due to sediments that fills the rock shelter nearly entirely. Excavations at the site conducted in 2013 and 2018 covered approx. 11 sq. m around the southern entrance and partially inside the shelter. The stratigraphic sequence comprises Holocene sediments, strongly disturbed by slope processes, as well as human and animal activity. Two sedimentary series can be distinguished: an older series of primarily natural sediments (layers 5, 4, 3, and 2c) characterized by yellow-brown silty loams rich in limestone debris, and a younger series of anthropogenic origin. Archaeological materials within the older series are sparse but include three hearths, the uppermost of which yielded a radiocarbon age of 6400–6300 cal. years BP, corresponding to the Middle Neolithic, likely associated with the Lengyel-Polgar cultures. The older hearths remain undated. Single human bones and teeth were found in the sediments. One of the bones was radiocarbon dated to 4200-4000 cal. years BP, which refers to the Mierzanowician, the early Bronze Age cultural unit. The analyzed specimen was discovered in the layer 3.
Solna Jama Cave
N 50.189471, E 16.605693
Contact: Adrian Marciszak 
Solna Jama Cave (585 m a. s. l., inv. No. S.II-02.01 in the Polish Cave Database) is a 50-m-long cave in the Sudetes Mountains, southwestern Poland. It features a single entrance leading to a large oval chamber, with several adjoining shallow niches and corridors. Small karst springs flow through the cave system. When the largest chamber was discovered in 1985, its floor was flooded. Above the cave, a karstic breccia containing animal remains was uncovered within a fissure, suggesting the presence of an additional, previously unknown sedimentary horizon above the known deposits. The cave has been known for over 300 years. Paleontological investigations conducted in 1985–1986 revealed sediments composed of loams with debris and humus. The oldest faunal element is Ursus spelaeus ingressus, which likely dates to MIS 3. All other faunal remains recovered are younger than 13,000 years BCE (Marciszak, Gornig, and Stefaniak 2017).
Starogród
N 53.309267, E18.374776
Contact: Daniel Makowiecki 
The studied specimen was found in the area of the medieval town founded by the Teutonic Knights, in Trench 7th, nearby the relics of a building. The time of deposition determined since around AD 1230s–1245 to the post-Medieval times, based on archaeological criteria. The radiocarbon dating of the cat bone indicates that the specimen is related to times preceding the town foundation (Wasik 2020; Makowiecki, M., and Wiejacka 2020).
Żarska Cave
N 50.164458, E 19.703295
Contact: Jarosław Wilczyński 
Żarska Cave (inv. No. J.Olk.I-09.08 in the Polish Cave Database) is situated in the Żarski Gorge, approximately 20 km northwest of Kraków. The gorge is a dry tributary of the Racławka Valley, one of several deeply entrenched valleys draining the south part of the Kraków-Częstochowa Upland. The research in Żarska Cave was conducted in 2011, 2012 and 2014, and revealed a well-preserved, multilayered sequence of Holocene sediments, an exceptionally rare record in the Carpathian forelands (Wojenka M., Wilczyński J., and A. 2016; Wilczynski et al. 2020).
The Felis femur analysed in this study comes from the archaeologically sterile Upper Holocene layer 4/5, which lies stratigraphically between two archaeologically rich horizons: below layer 6, containing abundant Eneolithic Baden culture and Eneolithic/early Bronze Age Strzyżów culture artefacts; and the topsoil-like silty to sandy loams of layers 1 and 2, which include redeposited material from the Late Roman/Early Migration Period (Przeworsk culture, including two human skeletons), as well as Medieval and Modern periods (Wojenka M., Wilczyński J., and A. 2016).
Żółte, site 33
N 53.58306, E 15.822221
Contact: Daniel Makowiecki
The island of Żółte, located on Lake Zarańsko in Western Pomerania, served as important socio-political and religious centre from the late 9th to the early 12th century (Chudziak and Kaźmierczak 2014). Skeletons and skulls of domestic mammals (including horses) have been discovered on and around the island. 
A cat skeleton was found within the layer of the oldest phase (Ic) of settlement, positioned near an erratic granitoid boulder (measuring approximately 1.7 × 0.9 × 0.8 m), which likely served as an altar. Archaeological context dates the deposition to the late 10th century through the 10th–11th century. The skeleton comprised a skull, both mandibles, fore- and hindlimb bones, ribs, the first cervical vertebra, and three thoracic vertebrae. Near-complete ossification of the bone epiphyses indicates the individual was approximately 11.5 months old at death. No evidence of human modification was observed on the bones, and the nearly complete anatomical composition suggests the entire animal was deposited intact (Makowiecki and Makowiecka 2014).

COUNTRY: SERBIA
Bubanj
N 43.32, E 21.829
Contact: Jelena Bulatović 
The site of Bubanj – Novo Selo is located on a lower river terrace, near the confluence of the Nišava and the Južna Morava rivers, 5 km west of Niš, southeastern Serbia. Bubanj is the eponymous site of the central Balkan Eneolithic cultural traditions and is of great importance for the understanding of the development of prehistoric Metal Age societies in the region (Tasić 1979; Trajković-Filipović, Milanović, and Bulatović 2008). The multilayered site preserves up to 3.5 m of cultural deposits, spanning approximately 5,000 years. It was assumed that site originally covered about 5 ha, much of the site was destroyed by 20th-century construction, leaving only a 200 m² area intact. This preserved section was fully excavated between 2008 and 2014  (Bulatović and Milanović 2012, 2014; Bulatović and Milanović 2020). During these excavations, a large amount of animal remains (around 20,000 fragments) were hand collected and subsequently analysed. The majority of animal remains were collected from cultural layers, with a smaller number coming from various types of well-defined archaeological features such as: pits, houses, kilns, post-holes, ditches, etc. (Bulatović 2020). Based on the stylistic-typological characteristics of pottery and vertical stratigraphic sequence, the features and layers were grouped and dated to five stratigraphic layers (phases): I – the Early/Middle Neolithic, II – the Early Eneolithic, III – the Middle Eneolithic, IV – the Late Eneolithic, and V – the Late Eneolithic/Early Bronze Age. The faunal assemblages represent typical settlement food waste, as indicated by body part distributions and butchery mark patterns.
In the layer (phase) V, six bones of a wildcat from the Late Eneolithic/Early Bronze Age were found. Five bones, representing a minimum of two individuals, were found in a single cultural layer (Trench III, squares Is17e and Is16e, spit 22). Among these, fragments of one tibia and two humeri with fused epiphyses likely belonged to an adult wildcat, while two fragmented tibiae with unfused distal epiphyses came from a juvenile under nine months old. A sixth bone, a left femur fragment with a fused proximal epiphysis from an adult wildcat (BU 13/290/1), was recovered from a separate cultural layer (Trench III, square In22e, spit 15) and was analysed in this study. No butchery marks were found on any of these wildcat bones. 
Caričin Grad
N 42.57127 E 21.40085
Contact: Nemanja Marković
The archaeological site of Caričin Grad is located in southern Serbia on the eastern slopes of Mount Radan, approximately 30 km southwest of Leskovac. The site’s ruins are identified as Justiniana Prima, a city founded by Emperor Justinian I (527–565) as stated in Novella 11, erected to serve as the residence of an archbishop and the Praetorian prefect of Illyricum. As a result, the excavations at Caričin Grad provide invaluable, well-preserved evidence of a small city from the 6th and early 7th centuries, located in an unusual and remote area: far from the major settlement hubs along the Danube and other navigable rivers. Situated in the rural western region of the province Dacia Mediterranea, the city represents the later phases of urban development in northern Illyricum. The city featured robust fortifications, sophisticated water supply systems, many churches, administrative and public buildings, wide porticos, squares, and residential quarters (Ivanišević 2016; Kondić and Popović 1977). Large number of animal bones were recorded from three areas: the towers of the Acropolis, Upper Town, and Lower Town. Mammal remains were dominant in all three assemblages. Domestic species accounted for over 95% of the NISP, indicating that livestock provided the primary and most reliable source of meat. Hunting appears to have been opportunistic and played a minor role in the subsistence economy (Baron, Reuter, and Marković 2019; Marković and Baron 2022; Marković, Reuter, and Birk 2019). 
Cat remains were recovered from all three sectors, comprising 0.5% of the total NISP from Caričin Grad. The specimen analysed in this study is a fragment of the right mandible of an adult individual, with the second and third premolars and the first molar preserved. The teeth show no signs of wear. The sample was recovered from the Sector Q in the Lower Town, within the embankment layer along the inner side of the western ramparts. Stratigraphic contexts date the specimen to second half of the 6th century.
Gamzigrad
N 43.899244, E 22.186114
Contact: Mladen Mladenović, Stefan Pop-Lazić
The Gamzigrad–Felix Romuliana archaeological site is situated in the Crna Reka valley in eastern Serbia, near the Zaječar. The area’s distinctive topography is shaped by hills composed of volcanic deposits. Strategically located, the Crna Reka valley forms a natural corridor linked to two major Mediterranean trade routes traversing the central Balkan Peninsula (Živić 2011).
Multiple cultural layers have been identified at Gamzigrad–Felix Romuliana, which is best known for the palatial complex constructed by Emperor Galerius and finished by 305 AD as a monumental rampart with massive towers (Petković 2010). An analysis of faunal remains from Tower 15, based on the relative distribution of species, age categories, and butchery mark patterns, suggests that most of these remains were associated with consumption activities (Mladenović and Pop-Lazić 2023).
The cat remains analyzed in this study were recovered from the vicinity of Tower 15, part of the later phase of fortification. These remains were hand-collected during archaeological excavations conducted in 2012–2013. Tower 15, located at the southwestern corner of the fortified palace, is characterized by a polygonal exterior and a circular interior. Stratigraphic analyses have distinguished discrete occupation layers corresponding to the Late Antique and Early Byzantine periods.
Padina
N 44.607289, E 22.000911
Contact: Ivana Živaljević, Vesna Dimitrijević
The Padina site is located in the eastern Serbia, within the second of four narrow gorges carved by the Danube River through the southern part of the Carpathian Mountains. It encompasses four interconnected river terraces (sectors), sloping towards the Danube. The archaeological excavations conducted between 1968 and 1970 uncovered the evidence of occupation spanning the Mesolithic, Neolithic, Eneolithic, and the Iron Age, with occasional finds from the Roman and Medieval period (Jovanović 1969, 2008). The earliest traces of human presence are associated with the Early Holocene hunter-fisher-gatherer communities, sporadically inhabiting the locale over the course of several millennia. Material remains from the Early Mesolithic (c. 9,500‒7,400 cal BC) include circular and elongated stone constructions, burials, as well as chipped stone and bone tools, charred wood fragments, and animal (mainly wild mammal) bones. Late Mesolithic evidence (c. 7,400‒6,300/6,200 cal BC) consists of stone-lined hearths, stone constructions, sporadic burials, chipped stone, bone and antler tools, and caches of animal bones indicating a greater role of fish in the diet during this phase (Borić 2011; Živaljević 2017; Jovanović 2008). Around 6,300/6,200 cal BC, a more complex settlement emerged, characterized by trapezoidal-base buildings with clay floors and stone-lined hearths. This period coincides with the emergence of the first farming (Neolithic) communities in the region, bringing new practices and material culture, such as pottery, polished stone axes, Balkan yellow-spotted flint, and oven models. Despite these innovations, the settlement layout, architectural forms, and sculpted sandstone boulders reflect a distinctively local cultural tradition. The continuity of Mesolithic lifeways is also evident in the toolkits and faunal assemblages from the trapezoidal buildings, which primarily include fish, wild game, and dog remains. This phase, marked by the trapezoidal structures at Padina and the neighboring site of Lepenski Vir, is identified as the Transitional or Transformational Mesolithic–Neolithic phase (Borić 2011).
Wildcat remains were few, comprising of nine identified specimens (0.5% of the mammal faunal assemblage) (Clason 1980). Similarly to other fur bearing animals, wildcats may have been hunted for their fur, though their meat could also have been consumed. The humerus analysed in this study was found (along with other wildcat remains from Building 7), within the dark earth mixed with fish bones and traces of burning. Based on their ageing and the skeletal element distribution, some of the wildcat remains from Building 7 could have originated from the same animal. The suture of the distal part of the analysed humerus was fused, which in domestic cats takes place at the age of 8.5 months. On the distal part of the radius the suture was open, and it closes at approximately 11.5 months in domestic cats. On the femur, the suture of the trochanter major was still open, and it closes at approximately 8.5 months. This suggest that the animal was between 8.5 and 9 months old. Notably, none of the wildcat remains showed evidence of taphonomic modifications, such as skinning or butchery marks. However, the building’s infill contained a large number of fish bones, which likely represent food waste.
Pešturina
N 43.295, E 22.046667
Contact: Vesna Dimitrijević
Pešturina is a karstic cave located in southeastern Serbia near the city of Niš, situated at an altitude of 330 m on the slopes of Suva Planina Mountain. The cave measures 22 m in depth, with a 15 m-wide and 3.5 m-high entrance (Mihailović and Milošević 2012; Mihailović 2014). Archaeological excavations began in 2006 and continue, with interruptions, to this day. The area of over 24 sq. m was excavated and a depth of c. 3 m has been reached. Five stratigraphic layers have been distinguished: the uppermost (layer 1) belongs to the Holocene, while layers 2-5 are attributed to the Upper Pleistocene. 
The Pleistocene faunal assemblage from Pešturina Cave includes mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians (Milošević 2020; Jovanović et al. 2020; Dimitrijević 2021). The great diversity of bone remains probably reflected varied accumulation processes, when primary agents were predators who dragged their prey into the cave through hunting or scavenging. The faunal remains from layer 4 are of particular significance, since Pešturina is the only site in the territory of Serbia with deposits dated to the earlier period of the last glacial and the preceding interglacial.
The wildcat remains were scarce in Pešturina. Only two postcranial bones were discovered. A single phalanx of wildcat was found in layer 2, and the third metatarsal, DNA analysed in this paper, in layer 3. Layer 3 was likely deposited during MIS 3. 
Vinča – Belo Brdo
N 44.762, E 20.623
Contact: Jelena Bulatović 
The site of Vinča – Belo Brdo is located in the modern village of Vinča, 14 km to the east of Belgrade downtown. It represents a key Neolithic settlement in the central Balkans, with a long sequence of occupation that reflects major cultural developments in the region (Tasić et al. 2016). The first permanent occupation of the site took place around 5,700 cal BC. After this initial phase, occupation ceased until around 5,300 cal BC, after which the site was continuously occupied until ca. 4,550 cal BC followed by the Early Eneolithic and Middle Bronze Age deposits (Tasić, Marić, Bronk Ramsey, et al. 2015; Tasić, Marić, Penezić, et al. 2015). Although the full extent of the settlement remains unknown due to erosion by the Danube, the preserved area of at least 10 ha makes it the largest known Neolithic tell-settlement in the Pannonian Plain (Filipović et al. 2018). The cultural deposit is 9-m thick. Excavations since 1998 have focused on the final Vinča occupation in Sector II, and revealed three, or possible four, Late Vinča culture structural horizons represented by burnt rectangular buildings, interspaced with a horizon of unburnt buildings, oriented along a north-west axis, composed of two to three rooms, and housing at least one kiln per structure, with some buildings containing several kilns (Tasić, Marić, Penezić, et al. 2015).
Faunal remains from the Late Neolithic layers have been extensively studied (e.g. (Bulatović 2018; Dimitrijević 2008; Gillis et al. 2020; Gillis et al. 2021; Greenfield 2014) revealing that domestic animals played a dominant role in subsistence, though wild species were also exploited for meat and raw materials such as bone, antler, and skins (Bulatović 2018). Four wildcat remains were found at Vinča Belo Brdo from the Late Neolithic period (Bulatović 2018; Greenfield 2014). No traces of butchery were detected on these remains. Complete right humerus (BB 06/129/25) analysed in this study was excavated at unit 970, during 2006 excavation season.  The unit 970 is as a cultural layer from the last phase of the Vinča culture – Vinča D2. Both epiphyses of the humerus are fused, indicating that the specimen belonged to an adult individual.
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Supplementary Fig.1 Authentication of ancient DNA confirmed by increased misincorporation patterns at the ends of DNA molecules characteristic for single-stranded DNA libraries and read length distribution. 








Supplementary Figure 2. 
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Supplementary Fig. 2 Admixture analyses performed on ancient and modern genomes. Unsupervised ADMIXTURE clustering for K values from 2 to 8 using specimens which were classified as FLL/FC or FS. Each bar represents one specimen, and the colours correspond to different clusters.
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Supplementary Fig. 3 f3-outgroup statistics testing affinity to European wildcat (F. silvestris, FSS) or African wildcat from Tunisia (F. l. lybica; FLL). Samples from this study were colour-labelled: Poland (PL) - magenta, Serbia (RS) - navy blue.
Supplementary Figure 4.
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Supplementary Fig. 4 Bayesian phylogeny of mitogenomes obtained in this study and modern specimens. The tree was calibrated using radiocarbon-dated specimens. The name of specimens included country (PL- Poland, RS - Serbia) and the median calibrated date. Posterior probability higher than 0.95 is marked by circles at nodes.
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