S2 File. Semi-Structured Focus Group Discussion (FGD) Guide – Health Hazards Among Coastal Fisherfolk

This guide was used to facilitate qualitative data collection through FGDs with both male and female fisherfolk. The questions explored lived experiences, perceived risks, coping mechanisms, and gender dynamics related to occupational health in fishing communities.
1. Section 1: Introduction and Informed Consent
· Welcome participants and introduce facilitators
· Explain the purpose of the discussion
· Emphasize voluntary participation and confidentiality
· Obtain verbal or written consent
2. Section 2: Warm-Up Questions
· Please describe your daily routine at work.
· How many years have you worked in this field?
· What motivated you to take up this profession?
3. Section 3: Occupational Exposure
· What types of risks or hazards do you face during your daily work?
· Do these risks differ between men and women?
· How do you protect yourself from these risks?
4. Section 4: Health Impacts
· What are the most common health issues you or your peers face?
· How often do these issues interfere with work?
· Do you seek treatment? From where?
5. Section 5: Gender Perspectives
· Are there specific tasks that only men or women perform?
· Do you think one gender faces more health risks than the other? Why?
· How do gender roles affect your ability to access healthcare?
6. Section 6: Access to Services
· What health services are available to you?
· Do you think they are adequate and affordable?
· Have you attended any training on occupational safety or health?
7. Section 7: Suggestions and Solutions
· What would make your work environment safer?
· What support do you need from government or NGOs?
· Any additional thoughts or experiences you'd like to share?
