Table 1. Patient characteristics 
	Clinicopathological characteristic
	Variable
	CRT (+) 
(n = 10)
	CRT (-) 
(n = 8)
	p

	Age (years)
	Median (range)
	68 (51–84)
	64 (44–97)
	0.29

	Sex
	Male / Female
	7/3
	5/3
	1.00

	BMI, kg/m2
	Median (range)
	21.6 (16.7–28.5)
	23.4 (17.2–25.9)
	0.39

	Previous anorectal surgery
	Yes / No
	0/10
	0/8
	N/A

	Tumor location from AV (cm)
	Median (range)
	2 (1–4)
	2 (1–3)
	0.92

	Histology
	Well to moderately differentiated / Others
	9/1
	6/2
	0.56

	Clinical T-stage
	 cT0-2 / cT3-4
	0/10
	3/5
	0.07

	Clinical N-stage
	 cN0 / cN1-2
	5/5
	6/2
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Continuous variables are expressed as medians (ranges).
CRT, chemoradiotherapy; BMI, body mass index; AV, anal verge.

