Supplementary Table 1. Strains from public databases used for phylogenetic analysis
	Strain
	Reference(s)
	Accession #

	24MPX0198V
	1
	PP601207

	24MPX0201V
	1
	PP601208

	Boende_DRC_2008
	2
	KP849469

	Cameroon-1990
	2,3
	KJ642618

	Congo_2003_358
	4,5
	DQ011154

	Congo-8
	2,6
	KJ642613

	COP-58
	7-9
	AY753185

	Cote d’Ivoire_1971
	2,10
	KP849470

	DRC_Yandongi_1985
	11,12
	KC257460

	Gabon-1988
	2,13
	KJ642619

	Ikubi
	2,11
	KJ642612

	Liberia_1970_184
	4,14,15
	DQ011156

	MPXV-Singapore
	16
	MT903342

	MPXV-WRAIR7-61
	8,17
	AY603973

	Nigeria-SE-1971
	4,14,15
	KJ642617

	PCH
	2,18
	KJ642616

	SL-V70
	8,14,15
	AY741551

	Sudan_2005_01
	12
	KC257459

	USA_2003_039
	4,19
	DQ011157

	USA_2003_044
	4,19
	DQ011153

	UTC 
	2,20
	KJ642614

	V79-I-005
	21
	HQ857562

	W-Nigeria
	2,22
	KJ642615

	Yambuku_DRC_1985
	2,23
	KP849471

	Zaire-96-I-16
	24,25
	AF380138




Supplementary Table 2. Primer sequences used for qPCR.
	Target
	Forward primer
	Reverse primer
	Product size (bases)

	
	Name
	Sequence
	Name
	Sequence
	

	LC16m8 G9R gene
	E9L-F
	TGCAACTGAACGCGTTCTTG
	E9L -R
	GTCATAAGGGAGTAGGCGGC
	153

	Rabbit GAPDH gene
	GAPDH -F
	ACTACATGGTGAGTGCTGCC
	GAPDH-R
	TTCCCGTTCTCAGCCTTGAC
	158
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