Supplementary Appendix S1. Detailed Results. 
Supplementary Table S1.1. Quantitative results from Round 1 of Phase 2 (n=6)
	S/N
	Question/ statement tested
	No. of participants who gave a rating of

	
	
	1
	2
	3

	1-1
	“How is your ____ doing today?”
	0
	0
	6

	1-2
	“Is it okay if we talk together about your ____’s condition?”
	0
	0
	6

	1-3
	“I will be using a guide and taking notes during our talk in case I forget something.” (Use if appropriate)
	2
	2
	2

	1-4
	“What have you been told about your ____’s condition?”
	1
	2
	3

	1-5
	“What would you like to know about your ____’s condition?”
	1
	1
	4

	1-6
	“I would like to tell/ inform/ share with you my understanding of where things are right now with your ____’s condition – is that okay?”
	0
	0
	6

	1-7
	Uncertain: “I hope that your ____ will stay as well as possible for a long time and we will work towards that. It is also possible that his/ her health could change quickly. I think it is important that we prepare for that possibility.”
	0
	1
	5

	1-8
	Time (for doctors only): “I wish this was not the case. It is also possible that time may be as short as ___ (express as a range, e.g. days to weeks, weeks to months, months to a year).”
	0
	2
	4

	1-9
	Function: “I hope ___ will feel as well as possible for a long time, and we will work towards that. It is also possible that his/ her ____’s (e.g., strength, energy level, alertness, ability to do daily activities) will be affected.”
	0
	1
	5

	1-10
	Priorities (now): “What do you think are your ___’s most important priorities now?”
“Are these your priorities for him/ her too?”
	0
	2
	4

	1-11
	Priorities (future): “If your ___’s health gets worse, what do you think would be his/ her most important priorities?”
“Are these your priorities for him/ her too?”
	0
	2
	4

	1-12
	Worries: “What would you say are your____’s biggest worries?”
Caregiver’s worries: “What are your biggest worries?”
	1
	1
	4

	1-13
	Sources of strength: “What do you think gives your ____ strength living with his/ her condition?”
Sources of strength for caregiver: “What gives you strength as you care for ____?”
	1
	0
	5

	1-14
	Critical abilities (early in trajectory):
“What activities brought joy and meaning to your ___’s life?”
“What activities do you enjoy doing with your _____?”
	2
	1
	3

	1-15
	Critical abilities (late in trajectory): “Given your ____’s condition, what activities do you think he/ she would like to continue doing?”
	2
	0
	4

	1-16
	Tradeoffs: “If your ____’s condition gets worse, how much treatment/ interventions would you think he/ she be willing to go through for the possibility of living longer?” (provide examples: ICU/ dialysis/ surgery/ feeding tubes/ more tests/ others)
	2
	2
	2

	1-17
	Family/ social support: “How are you and your family coping during this difficult time?”
	0
	3
	3

	1-18
	“I’ve heard you say that ____ is important to your ____.”
	0
	0
	6

	1-19
	“I recommend that we ________.”
	0
	2
	4

	1-20
	“This will help us make sure that your ____’s treatment/ care plans reflect what’s important to him/ her.”
	0
	0
	6

	1-21
	“Is this plan ok to you? If you think of anything else later, we can revisit this conversation another time.”
	0
	0
	6





Supplementary Table S1.2. Quantitative results for Round 2 of Phase 2 (n=13)
	Paired comparisons

	Topic
	S/N
	No. of responses with rating of 3
	S/N
	No. of responses with rating of 3
	Difference (n)

	Conversation set-up
	1-2
	9
	2-2
	9
	0

	Use of Guide
	1-3
	8
	2-3
	10
	+2

	Assess caregiver’s understanding
	1-4
	4
	2-4
	12
	+8

	
	1-5
	7
	2-5
	10
	+3

	Prognostic disclosure
	1-6
	6
	2-6
	9
	+3

	
	1-8
	2
	2-8
	8
	+6

	
	1-9
	3
	2-9
	12
	+9

	Priorities (now)
	1-10
	3
	2-10
	11
	+8

	Priorities (future)
	1-11
	3
	2-11
	5
	+2

	Worries
	1-12
	3
	2-12
	7
	+4

	Sources of strength
	1-13
	3
	2-13
	12
	+9

	Critical abilities (early in trajectory)
	1-14
	3
	2-14
	7
	+4

	Critical abilities (late in trajectory)
	1-15
	3
	2-15
	12
	+9

	Tradeoffs
	1-16
	1
	2-16
	11
	+10

	Family/ social support
	1-17
	5
	2-17
	9
	+4

	Summary statement
	1-19
	7
	2-19
	9
	+2

	Conversation closing
	1-21
	4
	2-21
	10
	+6

	Non-paired ratings (No changes from Version 1)

	Topic
	S/N
	No. of responses with rating of 3

	Conversation set-up
	2-1
	11

	Prognostic disclosure (Uncertain)
	2-7
	5

	Reflection statement
	2-18
	11

	Summary statement
	2-20
	12




Supplementary Table S1.3. Quantitative results from Phase 3 client-testing (n=50)
	Topic
	S/N
	Median rating
	No. of responses with rating of
	S/N
	Median rating
	No. of responses with rating of

	
	
	
	4 (“Very acceptable”)
	3 (“Acceptable”)
	
	
	4 (“Very acceptable”)
	3 (“Acceptable”)

	Conversation set-up
	1-1
	4
	41
	9
	3-1
	4
	39
	11

	
	1-2
	3
	18
	29
	3-2
	4
	49
	1

	Use of Guide
	1-3
	3
	16
	31
	3-3
	4
	49
	1

	Assess caregiver’s understanding
	1-4
	3
	17
	21
	3-4
	4
	41
	8

	
	1-5
	3
	20
	28
	3-5
	4
	41
	9

	Prognostic disclosure
	1-6
	3
	21
	27
	3-6
	4
	41
	9

	
	1-7
	3
	10
	35
	3-7
	4
	44
	6

	
	1-8
	2
	3
	19
	3-8
	4
	44
	6

	
	1-9
	3
	9
	32
	3-7
	4
	47
	3

	Priorities (now)
	1-10
	3
	10
	30
	3-9
	4
	43
	6

	Priorities (future)
	1-11
	3
	12
	27
	3-10
	4
	42
	8

	Worries
	1-12
	3
	12
	29
	3-11
	4
	40
	9

	Sources of strength
	1-13
	3
	9
	30
	3-12
	4
	43
	7

	
	1-13
	3
	20
	28
	3-13
	4
	43
	7

	Critical abilities (early in trajectory)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Participants were prompted to rate the acceptability of Question 15 (Supplementary Appendix S2) if their loved one is diagnosed with mild/ early-stage dementia. 33 responses were collected.] 

	1-14
	3
	12
	14
	3-14
	4
	26
	6

	Critical abilities (late in trajectory)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Participants were prompted to rate the acceptability of Question 16 (Supplementary Appendix S2) if their loved one is diagnosed with moderate or severe dementia. 26 responses were collected. ] 

	1-15
	3
	3
	13
	3-15
	4
	24
	2

	Tradeoffs
	1-16
	3
	10
	28
	3-16
	4
	44
	6

	Family/ social support
	1-17
	3
	24
	20
	3-17
	4
	40
	10

	Reflection statement
	1-18
	3
	16
	33
	3-18
	4
	48
	2

	Summary statement
	1-19
	3
	19
	28
	3-19
	4
	43
	7

	
	1-20
	3
	21
	23
	3-19
	4
	45
	5

	Conversation closing
	1-21
	3
	21
	28
	3-20
	4
	42
	8



Supplementary Table S1.4. Results from Wilcoxon ranked-sign test in Phase 3. 
	
	S/N
	Wilcoxon V
	p-value
	Interpretation

	Question[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Question order as shown in Supplementary Appendix S2 (questionnaire administered during Phase 3 of testing).] 

	Version 1
	Version 3
	
	
	

	1
	1-1
	3-1
	115.5
	0.6702
	No significant difference

	2
	1-2
	3-2
	0
	0.0000000553
	Revision favoured

	3
	1-3
	3-3
	17
	0.0000000403
	Revision favoured

	4
	1-4
	3-4
	65.5
	0.0000217000
	Revision favoured

	5
	1-5
	3-5
	129.5
	0.0001530000
	Revision favoured

	6
	1-6
	3-6
	64
	0.0000379000
	Revision favoured

	7
	1-7
	3-7
	82
	0.0000001030
	Revision favoured

	8
	1-9
	3-7
	17.5
	0.0000000063
	Revision favoured

	9
	1-8
	3-8
	12.5
	0.0000000009
	Revision favoured

	10
	1-10
	3-9
	51
	0.0000001480
	Revision favoured

	11
	1-11
	3-10
	33
	0.0000000896
	Revision favoured

	12
	1-12
	3-11
	108
	0.0000037200
	Revision favoured

	13
	1-13
	3-12
	92.5
	0.0000001920
	Revision favoured

	14
	1-13
	3-13
	66
	0.0000154000
	Revision favoured

	15[footnoteRef:4] [4:  33 responses were collected.] 

	1-14
	3-14
	14
	0.0007280000
	Revision favoured

	16[footnoteRef:5] [5:  26 responses were collected.] 

	1-15
	3-15
	8
	0.0000189000
	Revision favoured

	17
	1-17
	3-17
	160
	0.0018650000
	Revision favoured

	18
	1-16
	3-16
	48
	0.0000001080
	Revision favoured

	19
	1-18
	3-18
	0
	0.0000000154
	Revision favoured

	20
	1-19
	3-19
	82.5
	0.0000262000
	Revision favoured

	21
	1-20
	3-19
	56
	0.0000176000
	Revision favoured

	22
	1-21
	3-20
	85
	0.0000651000
	Revision favoured




