[bookmark: _Ref196822037][bookmark: _Ref196095413][bookmark: _Toc198302588]S3: Modified Giemsa staining protocol for paraffin embedded blocks 
Procedure 
1. The tissue sections were deparaffinized by placing the slides in 2 changes of xylene for 5 minutes each.
2. The slides were transferred to absolute alcohol for 5 minutes, then to 95% and 90% for 5 minutes each. Finally, the slides were rinsed in distilled water for 5 minutes.
3. The rehydrated slides sections were placed in a staining dish containing the prepared Giemsa stain solution and incubated for 30 minutes.
4. The slides from the Giemsa stain solution and rinsed in distilled water to remove excess stain.
5. The slides were differentiated in 95% ethanol for 10 seconds and 2 changes in absolute ethanol for 30 seconds each.
6. The slides were cleared in Xylene and mounted under a coverslip using DPX.
Interpretation
I. Nuclei : red-violet, pink
II. Basophilic cytoplasm: pale blue to dark blue
III. Acidophilic cytoplasm: pale red to pink
IV. Bacteria : blue to pink.


