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Appendix A: Interview Guide
	Interview Guide
Public Perceptions of the Health and Social Risks of Extreme Heat in Northern Ghana

	
Background

The study intends to explore the public perceptions of extreme heat among dwellers in the Northern and Savannah region. Our findings will accelerate decisions to incorporate community perspectives into advocacy tools that promote the design of interventions for people in the region. 

Opening Remarks

Hello.   My name is [INTERVIEWER NAME] and I will help guide our discussion today. Thank you for agreeing to speak with me about your perception of extreme heat. [INTERVIEWER NAME] is also present today to help record our conversations. This helps me to capture what you say, not what I think you said. Your opinions and experiences are very important to us.  I want to hear what you have to say because it will help us to understand how to design interventions that promote healthy climate conditions in the region. You can help us do a better job by giving us your honest opinions. 

In this discussion, I consider all of you as teachers. I want your honest opinions and ideas. You should feel free to say whatever you think and feel.  You are welcome to say as much or as little as you want.  I am eager to hear what you have to say. Do you have any questions about what I have said so far?  

Interview Considerations

1. There are no right or wrong answers. We expect that you will have differing points of view. Please feel free to share your point of view even if it differs from what others have said.
2. We are recording this session as we discussed, because we do not want to miss any of your comments. No names will be included in any reports. Your comments are confidential. Please speak clearly as I want to be sure everything you say is captured accurately.
3. I am here to ask questions, listen, and am interested in hearing from you. 
4. If you have a cell phone, please put it on quiet mode.




	Section A: Basic Information

	In this section, the interviewer/researcher will introduce themselves and the purpose of this study. The participant will then be asked to introduce themselves by stating the participant ID or number given to them by the interviewer/ researcher. For confidentiality reasons, the participant will be given numbers or an identification code.

	Question
	Response
	Code

	Does the participant consent to being interviewed?
	1
	Yes 
	A1

	
	2
	No (IF NO, END SURVEY)
	

	Research Study ID
	
	A2

	Name of Research Assistant
	
	A3

	Date of Interview
	
	A4

	Interview Start Time
	
	A5

	End of Interview
	
	A6

	Language of Interview
	
	A7

	Translator Used
	
	A8

	Location of Interview
	
	A9



	Section B: Background Characteristics

	In this section, every participant will be asked a series of personal/background characteristics.

	Question
	Response
	Code

	Age
	
	B1

	Date of Birth
	
	B2

	Gender
	
	B3

	Religion
	1
	Catholic
	B4

	
	2
	Protestant/Charismatic
	

	
	3
	Pentecost
	

	
	4
	Other Christian (Specify) 
	

	
	5
	Islam
	

	
	6
	Traditional
	

	
	7
	Other (specify)
	

	
	8
	No Religion
	

	Country of Nationality
	1
	Ghana
	B5

	
	2
	Other ECOWAS State (Specify)
	

	
	3
	Africa (Other than ECOWAS)
	

	
	4
	Outside Africa (Specify)
	

	Region of Birth (If Ghanaian)

	1
	Ashanti
	B6

	
	2
	Bono
	

	
	3
	Bono East
	

	
	4
	Ahafo
	

	
	5
	Central
	

	
	6
	Eastern
	

	
	7
	Greater Accra
	

	
	8
	Northern
	

	
	9
	Savannah
	

	
	10
	North East
	

	
	11
	Upper East
	

	
	12
	Upper West
	

	
	13
	Volta
	

	
	14
	Oti
	

	
	15
	Western
	

	
	16
	Western North
	

	Ethnic Group
	1
	Akan
	B7

	
	2
	Ga/Dagme
	

	
	3
	Ewe 
	

	
	4
	Guan
	

	
	5
	Mole Dagbani
	

	
	6
	Gurunsi
	

	
	7
	Gurma
	

	
	8
	Mande
	

	
	9
	Other (specify)
	

	Have you ever attended school?
	1
	Yes 
	B8

	
	2
	No
	

	What is the highest level of school you attended?
	1
	Primary
	B9

	
	2
	JHS
	

	
	3
	SHS
	

	
	4
	Vocational/ Technical / Commercial
	

	
	5
	Tertiary (Diploma / Degree /Masters / PhD) 
	

	
	6
	Informal education (organized by local government) 
	

	
	7
	Other
	

	Occupation
(Industry / Employment Sector / Status)
	1
	Unemployed
	B10

	
	2
	Homemaker
	

	
	3
	Student
	

	
	4
	Person with Disability
	

	
	5
	Other (specify) 
	

	
	6
	None
	

	In which district/region/locality/suburb do you currently reside? 
	
	
	B11

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Section C: Awareness of Global Climate Change

	In this section, the participant will be surveyed on awareness of climate change and the source of information.

	Question
	Response
	Code

	Have you ever heard that the Earth's climate, or its weather patterns are changing? (Yes/No)
	
	C1

	Where did you hear about climate change?
Prompts: 
· Television/radio
· Social media (Facebook, Line etc.)
· Neighbour
· School teacher/health worker
Others (newspaper, magazines etc.)
	
	C2

	Do you believe the climate is changing? (Yes/No)
	
	C3

	What type of change to the climate do you think has happened in your community?
Prompts: 
· Excessive heat (temperature)
· Excessive cold
· Change of pattern of rainfall
· Thunder storms
· Frequent flood 
· Others
	
	C4

	What have you heard about the possible future effects of climate change in your area?
Prompts:
· More rain
· Hotter
· More floods
	
	C5

	What do you think is the biggest climate change problem in your community?
Prompts:
· Increase in extreme weather (more heat/ very cold/ heavy or torrential rainfall)
· River bank erosion
· Floods
· Droughts
· Don’t know 
	
	C6

	What about the temperature pattern currently compared to the previous pattern? 

Have they been changes? 
What is responsible for the changes?
	
	C7

	What months of the year do you feel the weather being hot?
	
	C8

	What do you describe as extreme heat in your community?

Prompts: 
for whether signs
How the atmosphere feels? 
	
	C9

	Do you think you/or the community has contributed to the changes in the climate such as extreme heat?

Prompt: If yes, in what ways?
	
	C10

	In what ways have you experienced the effects of climate changes such as extreme heat
	
	C11

	How much of a problem is extreme heat in your community?
	
	C12

	
	
	



	Section D: Perceptions of Extreme Heat on the Environment and Health

	In this section, the participant will be surveyed on their perception of extreme heat on health.

	Question
	Response
	Code

	What are the commonest diseases in this community?
	
	D1

	Do you think changes in climate such as extreme heat may be responsible to the occurrence of these common diseases?
	
	D2

	In what ways do you think the climate change such as extreme heat can affect your health?
	
	D3

	What do you think can be done to reduce the effect of extreme heat on your health?
	
	D4

	In what ways do you think climate change such as extreme heat affects our environment?
	
	D5

	In what ways do you think our way of living affects how climate change such as extreme heat affects us?

Prompts: Nature of buildings, ventilation
	
	D6

	What is the size of your sleeping room?
	
	D7

	How many people are living in that room?
	
	D8

	Do you have windows in your sleeping rooms?
	
	D9

	If not, how do you feel during the heat season? 
	
	D10

	Can you explain to us your experience during the dry season in the room where there is no window?.......................
	
	D11

	In what ways has climate change (extreme heat) affected your livelihood?
	
	D12

	What are the coping mechanisms your household adopted to resolve the problems due to climate change such as extreme heat?
	
	D13

	What are the losses encountered by your household as a result of these environmental problems?
	
	D14

	What is the main source of drinking water for members of your household?
	
	D15

	What kind of toilet facility does your household use?
	
	D16

	What are the main environmental problems faced by your household in this community?
	
	D16



