Graphical abstract
Cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma (cSCC) is the second skin tumor. The CENPO is overexpression in cSCC. With CENPO knockdown, the cells proliferation, migration, and invasion were suppressed in cSCC. Following the knockdown of CENPO, the levels of BIRC5 were significantly inhibited. With CENPO or BIRC5 silencing, the glycolysis indexes OCR was increase, and the ECAR, Glucose, pyruvate, lactic and ATP levels were decreased in vivo and in vitro. In summary, CENPO could enhance the cell proliferation activities, migration and invasion through the BIRC5-associated aerobic glycolysis pathway in cSCC. 
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