Table S 1. The official websites of the authorities in these countries 

	No
	Country 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Sources 

	1. 
	Arab Republic of Egypt
	The National Authority for Quality Assurance and Accreditation: https://naqaae.eg/en/accredited_organization/accredited_he, and official websites of the ACPE:https://www.acpe-accredit.org/international-programs-by-country/ 


	2. 
	Republic of Iraq
	Iraqi Ministry of Higher Education & Scientific Research website: https://mohesr.gov.iq/en/, and the websites of the ACPE:https://www.acpe-accredit.org/international-programs-by-country

	3. 
	Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
	The MOHE website; https://mohe.gov.jo/EN/List/Universities and Institutes, the Accreditation and Quality Assurance Commission for Higher Education institutions (AQACHEI) HEAC; https://www.heac.org.jo/AR/List/ & the ACPE website: https://www.acpe-accredit.org/international-programs-by-country/

	4. 
	Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
	The Saudi National Center for Academic Accreditation and Evaluation https://etec.gov.sa/home  & the official websites of the ACPE: https://www.acpe-accredit.org/international-programs-by-country/

	5. 
	kingdom of Bahrain
	Bahrain open data portal: https://www.data.gov.bh/pages/homepage/

	6. 
	Lebanese Republic
	The Lebanese Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MEHE); https://www.mehe.gov.lb/ar and the ACPE website: https://www.acpe-accredit.org/international-programs-by-country/

	7. 
	State of Libya
	The Libyan National Center for Quality Assurance and Accreditation of Educational and Training Institutions (NCQAAETI)   https://accreditation.qaa.ly/accredited-private-institutions
& the official websites of the ACPE: https://www.acpe-accredit.org/international-programs-by-country 

	8. 
	Republic of Sudan
	The Sudanese MOHE website; https://www.mohe.gov.sd/

	9. 
	Sultanate of Oman
	The Oman Authority for Academic Accreditation and Quality Assurance of Education (OAAAQA); https://oaaaqa.gov.om/?lang=en-GB and the ACPE website: https://www.acpe-accredit.org/international-programs-by-country/

	10. 
	Syrian Arab Republic
	The Ministry of Higher Education and scientific research. http://www.mohe.gov.sy/mohe/
, and official websites of the National Authority for Quality and Accreditation in Higher Education.: http://ncaq-gov.sy/sections.aspx?SectionID=3

	11. 
	State of Qatar
	The Higher Education in Qatar: https://www.edu.gov.qa/en/Content/HigherEducationinQatar#
, and “Licensing a Higher Education Institution.” Accessed: Mar. 30, 2025. [Online]. Available: https://www.edu.gov.qa/en/Content/LicensingaHigherEducation,the Canadian Council for Accreditation of Pharmacy Programs (CCAPP);https://ccapp.ca/

	12. 
	State of Kuwait
	The Ministry of Higher Education: https://www.mohe.edu.kw/site/en/
, and official websites of the Canadian Council for Accreditation of Pharmacy Programs (CCAPP);https://ccapp.ca/

	13. 
	United Arab Emirates 
	The UAE Commission for Academic Accreditation https://www.caa.ae/Pages/Programs/All.aspx and the ACPE website: https://www.acpe-accredit.org/international-programs-by-country/



