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Title: Comparison of standard and stepwise cultivation
The cells seeded on laminin-coated dECM cultivated in standard conditions, i.e., in DMEM medium with 10% FBS for 3 weeks, were compared to those that underwent stepwise cultivation with proliferation and differentiation phases as described in the Methods section. Stepwise cultivation led to deeper cell ingrowth and more even distribution of cells in the dECM. The immunofluorescence staining protocol corresponds to Fig. 3A in the manuscript.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Fig. S1: (A) Cells cultivated in standard conditions, i.e., in DMEM medium with 10% FBS for 3 weeks. (B) Stepwise cultivation with proliferation (1 week) and differentiation (2 weeks) phases. Blue: nuclei, green: collagen type I.
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