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	Informed Consent Form

Study Title: Sexual health preferences among middle age and older adults in the United Kingdom: A Discrete Choice Experiment 

Please complete or consent to this form after you have read the Information Sheet and/or listened to an explanation about the research. 

Project Title: Preferences for sexual health services among middle-aged and older adults in the UK
Researcher:  XXXX

Thank you for your interest in taking part in this research. 
If you have any questions arising from the Information Sheet or explanation already given to you, please ask the researcher before you sign or confirm this consent form. You will be given a copy of this Consent Form to keep and refer to at any time. 


	Participant’s Statement 
I agree that:  
	Statements
	Tick

	I have read the notes written above and in the Information sheet and understand what the study involves. 
	

	I understand that I can decide not to answer any question if I choose to, and this will not be used against me in any way 
	

	I understand that if I decide at any time that I no longer wish to take part in this project, I can notify the researchers involved and withdraw immediately. 
	

	I understand that such information will be treated as strictly confidential and handled in accordance with the provisions of the current data management and Data Protection Act and 
	

	I understand that all data will be processed anonymously and presented in broad themes that cannot be linked directly to me
	

	I agree that the research project named above has been explained to me to my satisfaction and I agree to take part in this study. 
	





	  Signature: …………………………                          Date……………………………….

	



	Information/Invitation Sheet
Title of Project: Preferences for sexual health services among middle-aged and older adults in the UK: A Discrete Choice Experiment 

Name of Researcher:       XXX
Contact:                            XXX
Email:                               XXX
Phone:                              XXX 

	[bookmark: Text50]Invitation 
I would like to invite you to take part in an interview and discrete choice experiment about preferences for sexual health services. Before you decide if you want to be a part of this study, I would like to provide you with some information. Please read the information below and ask me any question that comes to mind. 

Background to this study
Sexual health is an integral part of health, wellbeing and quality of life. However, the majority of existing sexual health programmes, interventions and research are tailored to youth. The sexual health needs of the older population, including those with disabilities, are often neglected. Findings from the literature also suggests that health care professionals are less interested in this aspect of health for older people. 

The long-term goal of our proposal is to improve sexual health services available for older adults, including people with disabilities, in the United Kingdom. Our study findings will identify issues and generate new knowledge on sexual health among older adults, particularly contributing to a better understanding of sexual health and wellbeing among older people with disabilities.

Aim of the research
The aim of this work is to determine preferences for sexual health services among diverse older adults, using interviews and discrete choice experiments. 
Recruitment
Recruitment will be via community-based organisations focused on older adults. Participants will be purposively selected across different locations, age range, ethnic backgrounds and with disabilities. We will continue to recruitment participants for the interviews and stop when we achieve thematic saturation after consenting, interviews will be arranged and conducted remotely followed by the discrete choice experiments also hosted online.


Study type and procedures
If you agree to take part in this study, you will be participating in an interview and discrete choice experiments. The interview can be conducted at a time that is convenient for you. The interview can take place during office hours or any other time you are comfortable with. It will be a one-off interview that will last for no more than one hour. I will be the only person present with you during the interview, unless you prefer to have someone else with you. I will take some notes during the interviews so that I do not miss anything you say. The discrete choice experiments will be sent to you as an online survey that can be completed from an internet connected device in less than 30minutes. 

Risks and benefits
There will be no risk to you if you decide to take part, but it may help us understand preferences for sexual health services among older adults. If you do not wish to answer any question, it is totally fine to skip the question. You can also discontinue the interview at any point if there is any need to do so.


Anonymity and Confidentiality
I will keep everything you say confidential by not writing your name on my notes and storing the notes securely. If the study team reports your opinions or ideas, your name will not appear and we will make sure that you cannot be identified. To document the interview, I will give you a code number as opposed to your name so that you cannot be traced. 

What will happen to the results of this study? 
The study results will be published in a scientific journal so that other researchers can learn from them. Your personal information will not be included in the study report and there is no way that you can be identified from it.

Will the data be shared in future?
We will retain exclusive use for two years. We aim to offer controlled access to study data. 
We will ensure that the study information sheet and participant consent forms contain the information that the study data might later be made available to researchers to maximise the knowledge gained from this study. Potential users of the data will be invited to register and provide information on their aims and proposed analyses of the data. 

Voluntary nature of the study
Taking part in the study is voluntary. You do not have to give a reason to refuse to take part or to stop the interview. Refusing to participate will not cause anything bad to happen. We will offer £30 in appreciation of your time and participation in the project. 

Who is organising and funding this study? 
XXX have full responsibility for the project including the collection, storage, and analysis of your data.  

Any Further Questions
Please feel free to contact me by email, phone or post if you have any further questions. (Contact details have been provided at the beginning of this document).

Thank you for reading this information sheet and for considering to taking part in this research. 




