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There are numerous frameworks describing determinants of healthcare access (27), each with their own merits and weaknesses. Andersen’s model serves as a framework for large scale studies and incorporates a wide array of determinants e.g., demographic factors, social structure and health beliefs (39). However, these determinants are related to individual characteristics, meaning that important characteristics of the healthcare systems are underemphasised. Another framework is the ‘Health Care Access Barriers’ model which emphasises barriers (39), but this research project attempts to equally explore facilitators as well as barriers to healthcare access. The Levesque framework was considered most appropriate considering its comprehensive nature (28) and consideration of the influence of health systems as much as individual factors.


