Figure 1: Flowchart of literature selection


Full text articles excluded with reason


(n = )





Records excluded


Not RCTs


Not related to acupuncture and moxibustion therapy(n= );


Not related to RA(n= );


review article(n= );


Case reports(n= );








Studies included


(n = )





Full-text articles assessed


for eligibility


(n = )





Records screened


(n = )





Records after duplicates removed(n=)





Additional records identified through other sources


(n =)


CENTRAL;reference.








Citations identified through 7 electronic databases search(n= )CNKI; WF; VIP; CBM;PubMed; EMBASE; Cochrene library.











