
Supplement 5. Comparison of the DR-related vision impairment estimates 

between our study and the Visual Loss Expert Group (VLEG) / Global Burden of 

Disease Study (GBD). 

1. Comparison with region-level estimates 

 Age-standardized population prevalence (‰), 2020 

VLEG/GBD*  All age Age 50+ 

 MSVI Blindness MSVI Blindness 

High-income 

Asia Pacific 
0.168 0.075 0.665 0.254 

East Asia 0.418 0.107 1.805 0.385 

     

Our study Age 20+ Age 55+ 

 MSVI Blindness MSVI Blindness 

Taiwan 0.586 0.087 1.606 0.198 

DR, diabetic retinopathy; VLEG, Vision Loss Expert Group; GBD, Global Burden of Disease Study; 

MSVI, moderate and severe vision impairment 

* Data was obtained from the VLEG/GBD 2020 model through Vision Atlas on the 

International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) website: 
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2. Comparison with country-level estimates

 

We obtained the age-specific number of DR-related vision impairment in Taiwan 

estimated by GBD 2021 from the GBD Results Tool: 

Global Burden of Disease Collaborative Network. 

Global Burden of Disease Study 2021 (GBD 2021) Results. 

Seattle, United States: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME), 2022. 

Available from https://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-results/. 

 


