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The name-generator questionnaire is divided into two dimensions: structural network and functional network. Structural network involves the type, scale and intensity of the relationships in the social network. Functional networks focus on the types of support provided by network members, including practical support, informational support, and emotional support.
The first part of the questionnaire explores the functional network dimension through six questions, each allowing 0 to 5 social network members to be listed, except for the last question, which asks for a maximum of ten people to be listed. From these questions, the number of people providing informational, practical, and emotional support can be calculated to assess the size of the functional network.
The second part of the questionnaire analyzed the structural network dimension, asking the subjects to identify which social network members are family members, friends, neighbors or colleagues, etc., and then calculated the proportion of different types of social network members. The sum of all nominated social network members reflects the size of the structural network.
In addition, the questionnaire analyzed the proportion of members with medical background in the network and the total number of contacts of the subjects within six months by asking "which members of the social network are engaged in medical related work or have a medical background" and "the frequency of contact of social network members". This information contributes to the in-depth understanding of the composition and function of social networks and provides important dimensional analysis for research.
