Plain Language Statement 
School of Medicine 
Department of General Practice 
Faculty of Medciine, Dentistry and Health Sciences

SC4RC GP participant Information Statement 
Project: Strengthening Care for Rural Children (SC4RC)

[bookmark: _Hlk82848198]Responsible Researcher: Prof. Lena Sanci 
Tel: +61 3 8344 6152   Email: lena.sanci@unimelb.edu.au

Additional Researchers: 
		[bookmark: _Hlk122520397]Prof Raghu Lingam
	Dr Nan Hu

	Prof Harriet Hiscock
Dr Kylie Vuong
	Dr Hayley Smithers-Sheedy
Dr Joanne Ging

	A/Prof John Preddy
	Dr Michael Hodgins

	Prof Michael Brydon
	Ms Sonia Khano

	Dr Bianca Forrester
	Dr Maya Eamus

	Dr James Best
	Dr Mike Forrester

	Dr David Tickell
	A/Prof Faye McMillan

	Dr Kathleen McCloskey
	

	
	



	

	
	


Introduction
Thank you for your interest in participating in the Strengthening Care for Rural Children (SC4RC) project. The following few pages will provide you with further information about the project, so that you can decide if you would like to take part in this research. 
Please take the time to read this information carefully. You may ask questions about anything you don’t understand or want to know more about.
Your participation is voluntary. If you don’t wish to take part, you don’t have to. If you begin participating, you can also stop at any time.
What is this research about?
SC4RC aims to upskill and support rural primary healthcare practitioners to strengthen care for paediatric patients while decreasing referral rates to outpatient clinics and emergency departments through a GP-paediatrician model of care. 

The model has been previously implemented in a Pilot study and found to improve family trust in and preference for GP care, and increase GP confidence in paediatric care, and reduce GP referrals to specialist paediatric services. A large multi-site study using the same model is currently underway in urban NSW and Victoria funded through an NHMRC-partnership grant. While these studies were based in urban communities with an in-person model, SC4RC will be a virtual adaption to the model based in rural communities of Western Victoria and Murrumbigee region of NSW. 

The SC4RC model consists of virtual GP-Paediatrician co-consulting sessions, email/telephone support provided by paediatricians to GPs in between, and a telehealth Community of Practice.
What will I be asked to do?
Your Practice has signed up to take part in the SC4RC project therefore we are asking all GPs at your practice who see paediatric patients to participate. The SC4RC model will be implemented in your practice for 10 months.
Should you agree to participate in this project, you will be asked to: 
1. attend education and training events as required
2. record reason for visit and referral activities for all children you see (<18 years) in your existing electronic medical record
3. seek specialist Paediatrician advice via study email and phone services as needed 
4. attend patient telehealth (video) co-consultations with the study Paediatrician at your practice
5. attend and present paediatric cases at the online Community of Practice, and keep information shared about patients during the discussions confidential within the group
6. complete and return project surveys (up to 3) in a timely fashion. These questionnaires are expected to take 15-20 minutes to complete.
7. Agree to have non-identifiable data extracted on all children you see (<186 -years), including provider number, patient demographics (e.g. sex, age, postcode), reason for visit, prescriptions, testing ordered, and referral information

What are the possible benefits?
Participation in this project will provide you with the opportunity to strengthen your paediatric care through collaborative education with a paediatrician. Participating GPs will be eligible for RACGP CPD Points.

Your participation in this project will provide useful information for assessing the efficacy of the SC4RC model as a tool to strengthen paediatric care in rural communities at the primary health care level. 
What are the possible risks?
There are no expected risks, side-effects and/or discomforts in participating in this project. You may experience some inconvenience in completing the components required of your participation in the project. However, the study team will ensure they offer adequate support to lessen any inconvenience in completing these components. 

Although there are no expected negative outcomes for participation in this project, if any unforeseen or unknown events arise during the undertaking of this project the study team will ensure that participants are informed and sufficiently supported.
Do I have to take part?
No. Participation is completely voluntary. You can withdraw from the project at any time for any reason. If you withdraw from the project, we will use any information already collected unless you tell us not to.

Will I hear about the results of this project?
Non-identifiable results of the project will be made available through your practice, and a summary of the study results will be forwarded to each participating practice.

Results will be submitted for publications in peer-reviewed journals and presented at relevant conferences. Principal Investigator Lena Sanci holds the primary responsibility for publication of the results of the study.
What will happen to information about me?
Your name and the practice in which you work will be recorded by the study team for the purpose of tracking who has completed the online surveys but will not be attached to the survey responses to ensure that your responses are non-identifiable.
The surveys you complete will be entered into REDCap. REDCap is a secure, web-based application for building and managing online surveys and databases, developed by Vanderbilt University. REDCap is hosted on the University of Melbourne infrastructure and is securely maintained. All data transmissions between users and the REDCap server are encrypted. The study team, as well as the University of Melbourne Ethics Committee, will have access to this information for research related purposes only.

At the conclusion of the study, all identifying participant data will be destroyed and final study data will be stored in a non-identifiable format. As per the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research, study records and non-identifiable data will be kept for a minimum of 5 years following the completion of the study, after which time the records may be kept indefinitely or destroyed.
Who is funding this project?
This project, funded by the Medical Research Future Funds (MRFF), is being led by University of Melbourne (UoM) under Professor Lena Sanci (Head of Department, General Medicine). 

The study team includes staff from the University of Melbourne, University of New South Wales, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Murrumbidgee PHN, and Western Victoria PHN. 
Where can I get further information?
If you would like more information about the project, please contact the researchers; 
	Name:
	Prof Lena Sanci 

	Telephone:
	03 8344 6152

	Email:
	lena.sanci@unimelb.edu.au



Who can I contact if I have any concerns about the project?
This project has human research ethics approval from The University of Melbourne [25885]. If you have any concerns or complaints about the conduct of this research project, which you do not wish to discuss with the research team, you should contact the Research Integrity Administrator, Office of Research Ethics and Integrity, University of Melbourne, VIC 3010. Tel: +61 3 8344 1376 or Email: research-integrity@unimelb.edu.au. All complaints will be treated confidentially. In any correspondence please provide the name of the research team and/or the name or ethics ID number of the research project.
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