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Introduction
Thank you for taking the time to read this Interview Participant Information Statement. We would like to invite you to take part in the Strengthening Care for Children (SC4RC) project.  

The University of Melbourne and the University of New South Wales are running a research project called Strengthening Care for Rural Children (SC4RC).  
The SC4RC project is testing a new model of care aiming to strengthen the quality of paediatric care provided by GPs in rural communities, to reduce paediatric referrals to hospital Emergency Departments and Outpatient clinics. The model of care seeks to do so through the development of an educational relationship between GPs and Paediatricians (specialists in children’s health) from local hospitals. The SC4RC Paediatricians will co-consult with participating GPs, lead monthly case discussions, and provide weekday phone and email support. 

What is this research about?
SC4RC aims to upskill and support rural primary healthcare practitioners to strengthen care for paediatric patients while decreasing referral rates to outpatient clinics and emergency departments through a GP-paediatrician model of care. 

The SC4RC model consists of virtual GP-Paediatrician co-consulting sessions with patients <18 years old, email/telephone support provided by paediatricians to GPs in between, and a telehealth Community of Practice.

Who is funding this study?
[bookmark: _Hlk124851110]This project, funded through a Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) partnership grant, is being led by the University of Melbourne (UoM) under Professor Lena Sanci (Head of Department, General Medicine). 
The study team includes staff from University of Melbourne; Murdoch Children’s Research Institute; the Sydney Children’s Hospital Network; and the University of New South Wales. 
What will I be asked to do?
We have invited you to participate in an interview to understand how SC4RC is implemented and delivered in general practices, and to identify the local contextual differences and approaches to delivering SC4RC. We will ask you questions about how SC4RC compares to usual practice, the nature of the working relationship among participants of the SC4RC model, and how SC4RC can work better in future. The interview will take approximately 15 to 30 minutes and will be at a time and place that is convenient for you conducted virtually. To ensure interview responses are collected accurately, interviews will be audio recorded. Audio recordings will be transcribed verbatim and de-identified in preparation for data analysis and no results will contain any information that could identify you. 
Can I withdraw from this interview?
You can withdraw from the interview portion of this project at any time for any reason. If you choose to withdraw from the interview, we will use any information already collected unless you tell us not to. 
What are the possible benefits for me and other people in the future?
There may be no direct benefits for participants taking part in the interview. Participation in this interview will provide you with the opportunity to describe your experience of the SC4RC model. Your participation in this project will provide useful information for assessing and further improving the implementation of the SC4RC model.
What are the possible risks, side-effects, discomforts and/or inconveniences?
Individuals participating in interviews may experience discomfort in different ways depending on their relationship to the general practice and health professionals providing their care. Parents/guardians may be uncomfortable about discussing their clinics, particularly when providing negative details about the intervention, the take up of the intervention in the practice, or their relationship with other clinicians involved in the study. To manage these risks, any information from individual interviews will not be shared with the GPs or paediatricians looking after your child. 
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What will be done to make sure my information is confidential?

Participant confidentiality will be strictly held in trust by the participating investigators, research staff, and the sponsoring institution and their agents. The study protocol, documentation, data and all other information generated will be held on password protected computers only accessible by the research team involved in this project. No information concerning the study, or the data will be released to any third party, without prior approval by you and written approval of the sponsoring institution.
Will I be informed of the results when the research project is finished?
It is anticipated that the results of this research project will be published and/or presented in a variety of forums. In any publication and/or presentation, information will be provided in such a way that you cannot be identified, except with your expressed permission.
You can indicate on the consent form if you wish to receive a lay summary of the study findings. 

Where can I get further information?
If you would like more information about the project, please contact the researchers; 
	Name:
	Prof Lena Sanci 

	Telephone:
	03 8344 6152

	Email:
	lena.sanci@unimelb.edu.au



Who can I contact if I have any concerns about the project?
This project has human research ethics approval from The University of Melbourne [insert Project ID here]. If you have any concerns or complaints about the conduct of this research project, which you do not wish to discuss with the research team, you should contact the Research Integrity Administrator, Office of Research Ethics and Integrity, University of Melbourne, VIC 3010. Tel: +61 3 8344 1376 or Email: research-integrity@unimelb.edu.au. All complaints will be treated confidentially. In any correspondence please provide the name of the research team and/or the name or ethics ID number of the research project.

















CLINICIAN INTERVIEW CONSENT FORM


Declaration by Participant

· I understand that this project has been approved by University of Melbourne [25885]and that my participation in this project is for research purposes only.  

· I freely agree to participate in the Interview for this research study and understand that I am free to withdraw at any time during the project without affecting my professional relationship with the GP practice or The University of Melbourne.  
· I consent to participate in this project, the details of which have been explained to me, and I have been provided with a written plain language statement to keep. 
· I acknowledge that the possible effects of participating in this research project have been explained to my satisfaction. 
· I understand that the data from this research will be stored at the University of Melbourne and will be destroyed 5 years after publication. 
· I have been informed that the confidentiality of the information I provide will be safeguarded subject to any legal requirements; my data will be password protected and accessible only by the named researchers.
· I understand that after I sign and return this consent form, it will be retained by the researcher.  
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