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Descriptive Statistics of the Maltreatment Q-Sort Items
	Item 
	Item content
	Type
	M
	SD
	Min-Max 

	20
	Threatens the child with a knife or gun. 
	Physical abuse
	8.46
	1.01
	5-9

	88
	Burns or scalds the child on purpose.
	Physical abuse
	8.30
	1.20
	4-9

	75
	Threatens to initiate sexually inappropriate behavior towards the child.
	Emotional abuse
	8.00
	1.81
	1-9

	32
	Threatens to kill the child.
	Emotional abuse
	7.90
	1.85
	1-9

	43
	Grabs the child around the neck and chokes him/her.
	Physical abuse
	7.78
	1.83
	1-9

	66
	Beats the child up (i.e. hits child over and over again as hard as he/she can).
	Physical abuse
	7.52
	1.66
	3-9

	26
	Uses illegal drugs in the presence of the child.
	Emotional neglect
	7.52
	1.79
	1-9

	21
	Kicks the child hard.
	Physical abuse
	7.46
	1.93
	2-9

	87
	Hits the child so hard that the child needs to see a doctor.
	Physical abuse
	7.32
	2.20
	1-9

	47
	Allows the child to meet with people who are under the influence of illicit drugs.
	Emotional neglect
	7.28
	1.80
	1-9

	19
	Hits the child so hard that it leaves bruises.
	Physical abuse
	7.26
	2.10
	1-9

	84
	Is so drunk or high that he/she cannot take care of the child.
	Physical neglect
	7.16
	1.98
	1-9

	64
	Physically abuses the child.
	Physical abuse
	6.86
	1.90
	1-9

	63
	Tries to hurt the child with a weapon.
	Physical abuse
	6.82
	2.58
	1-9

	41
	Hits the child badly enough to be noticed by others.
	Physical abuse
	6.80
	2.04
	2-9

	18
	Uses a weapon to hit the child.
	Physical abuse
	6.76
	2.58
	1-9

	56
	Tells the child he/she wishes the child was never born.
	Emotional abuse
	6.50
	2.32
	1-9

	30
	Locks the child in a closet as a punishment.
	Emotional abuse
	6.44
	2.47
	1-9

	11
	Emotionally abuses the child.
	Emotional abuse
	6.40
	2.24
	1-9

	3
	Allows the child to meet with people who are drunk.
	Emotional neglect
	6.38
	1.82
	2-9

	89
	Hits the child with a fist.
	Physical abuse
	6.32
	2.51
	1-9

	52
	Ties the child down to control his/her behavior.
	Emotional abuse
	6.32
	2.13
	1-9

	35
	Does not allow the child to take the proper medicine when the child had a diagnosed physical problem.
	Physical neglect
	6.22
	2.35
	1-9

	67
	Throws the child (not as a game).
	Physical abuse
	6.02
	2.17
	1-9

	27
	Fails to find treatment that the child needs for an emotional or behavioral problem.
	Emotional neglect
	5.98
	2.26
	1-9

	44
	Knocks the child down.
	Physical abuse
	5.96
	2.30
	1-9

	50
	Does not allow the child to get the treatment he/she needs for a diagnosed emotional or behavioral problem.
	Emotional neglect
	5.94
	2.16
	1-9

	17
	Is not able to make sure the child goes to a doctor or hospital when he/she needs it.
	Physical neglect
	5.80
	2.20
	1-9

	42
	Hits the child on some other part of the body besides the bottom with a hard object (e.g. belt, hairbrush, stick).
	Physical abuse
	5.78
	2.15
	1-9

	59
	Does not protect the child in potentially dangerous traffic situations.
	Physical neglect
	5.68
	2.56
	1-9

	40
	Leaves the child home alone, even though the child needs supervision.
	Physical neglect
	5.66
	2.17
	1-9

	58
	Does not allow the child to get the treatment he/she needs for a diagnosed physical problem.
	Physical neglect
	5.62
	2.26
	1-9

	14
	Does not provide adequate care when the child is ill.
	Physical neglect
	5.60
	2.23
	1-9

	78
	Makes the child feel hated by him/her.
	Emotional abuse
	5.56
	2.10
	1-9

	22
	Slaps the child on the face or head or ears.
	Physical abuse
	5.50
	2.53
	1-9

	34
	Swears or curses at the child.
	Emotional abuse
	5.46
	2.28
	1-9

	86
	Physically pushes the child.
	Physical abuse
	5.40
	2.17
	1-9

	37
	Allows the child to play in an unsafe environment.
	Physical neglect
	5.40
	2.18
	1-9

	16
	Refuses to offer the child shelter.
	Physical neglect
	5.08
	2.30
	1-9

	80
	Leaves the child unattended for too long, considering the child’s age.
	Physical neglect
	5.06
	2.32
	1-9

	79
	Says he/she will send the child away or kick the child out of the house.  
	Emotional abuse
	4.94
	2.16
	1-9

	31
	Humiliates the child in front of others.
	Emotional abuse
	4.92
	2.11
	1-9

	65
	Hits the child on the bottom with a hard object (e.g. belt, hairbrush, stick).
	Physical abuse
	4.82
	2.14
	1-9

	10
	Purposely destroys the child’s favorite toys.
	Emotional abuse
	4.78
	2.38
	1-9

	8
	Is verbally aggressive towards the child
	Emotional abuse
	4.74
	2.08
	1-9

	73
	Is not a source of strength for the child.
	Emotional neglect
	4.68
	2.00
	1-9

	6
	Does not intervene when the child is aggressive.
	Emotional neglect
	4.64
	2.18
	1-8

	61
	Refuses to offer the child the necessary physical care.
	Physical neglect
	4.58
	2.16
	1-9

	15
	Does not provide the child with a safe environment.
	Physical neglect
	4.46
	1.83
	1-8

	29
	Is so caught up in his/her own problems that he/she is not able to show or tell the child that he/she loves the child.
	Emotional neglect
	4.46
	2.42
	1-9

	7
	Does not make the child feel important.
	Emotional neglect
	4.44
	1,99
	1-9

	81
	Is unable to provide warm clothes to the child when needed.
	Physical neglect
	4.30
	2.38
	1-9

	9
	Belittles the child.
	Emotional abuse
	4.28
	1.72
	1-9

	13
	Threatens to spank or hit the child, but does not actually do it.
	Emotional abuse
	4.26
	2.29
	1-9

	74
	Does not make the child feel loved.
	Emotional neglect
	4.10
	2.27
	1-8

	38
	Leaves the child unsupervised.
	Physical neglect
	4.02
	1.92
	1-8

	36
	Does not pay attention to the safety of the child.
	Physical neglect
	4.00
	2.10
	1-9

	1
	Is unable to offer the child a safe home.
	Physical neglect
	3.98
	1.74
	1-8

	76
	Ridicules the child.
	Emotional abuse
	3.96
	1.90
	1-8

	83
	Refuses to take care of the child.
	Physical neglect
	3.96
	2.28
	1-9

	5
	Does not offer enough structure to the child.
	Emotional neglect
	3.94
	2.22
	1-9

	60
	Is unable to offer the child a stable home.
	Physical neglect
	3.92
	1.81
	1-8

	39
	Does not take care of the child. 
	Physical neglect
	3.92
	2.18
	1-9

	90
	Shakes the child.
	Physical abuse
	3.90
	2.31
	1-9

	70
	Fights with another family member in front of the child.
	Emotional neglect
	3.86
	2.11
	1-9

	2
	Gives the child so much food, that the child has an unhealthy weight.
	Filler 
	3.84
	1.57
	1-7

	25
	Is emotionally unavailable for the child.
	Emotional neglect
	3.84
	1.70
	1-8

	51
	Does not look out for the child.
	Emotional neglect
	3.84
	1.90
	1-8

	85
	Is not able to make sure the child gets the food he/she needs.
	Physical neglect
	3.84
	1.97
	1-8

	12
	Calls the child dumb or lazy.
	Emotional abuse
	3.72
	2.07
	1-9

	4
	Does not react to the child’s emotions.
	Emotional neglect
	3.72
	2.19
	1-9

	54
	Intimidates the child by threatening to destroy the child’s possessions.
	Emotional abuse
	3.70
	1.99
	1-9

	71
	Fails to be a good role model for the child.
	Emotional neglect
	3.66
	1.86
	1-8

	48
	Does not allow the child to interact with other children or to make friends.
	Emotional neglect
	3.62
	1.93
	1-8

	23
	Spanks the child on the bottom with bare hand.
	Physical abuse
	3.52
	2.29
	1-9

	33
	Says hurtful things to the child.
	Emotional abuse
	3.48
	2.06
	1-8

	28
	Does not feel close to the child.
	Emotional neglect
	3.46
	1.80
	1-9

	82
	Does not keep the child clean.
	Physical neglect
	3.44
	2.27
	1-9

	24
	Shouts, yells, or screams to another family member in front of the child.
	Emotional neglect
	3.42
	2.09
	1-8

	62
	Does not keep the child’s clothes clean.
	Physical neglect
	3.40
	2.16
	1-8

	45
	Pinches the child.
	Physical abuse
	3.28
	2.11
	1-9

	53
	Criticizes the child.
	Emotional abuse
	3.24
	2.12
	1-8

	68
	Slaps the child on the hand, arm, or leg.
	Physical abuse
	3.22
	2.22
	1-8

	49
	His/her expectations of the child are too high.
	Emotional neglect
	3.06
	2.22
	1-9

	46
	Gives the child mostly unhealthy foods.
	Filler 
	3.04
	1.80
	1-9

	55
	Punishes the child. 
	Emotional abuse
	2.90
	2.33
	1-9

	69
	Does not offer routine to the child.
	Emotional neglect
	2.68
	2.02
	1-9

	57
	Shouts, yells, or screams at the child.
	Emotional abuse
	2.50
	1.84
	1-7

	72
	Is extremely overprotective of the child.
	Emotional neglect
	2.24
	1.53
	1-6

	77
	Teases the child.
	Emotional abuse
	2.20
	1.83
	1-9

	Note. M = Mean; SD = Standard Deviation; Min = Minimum; Max = Maximum
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