Table 1: Characteristics of parents and children in the questionnaire survey
	
	Overall1
	NS-NO-RTX1
	NS+RTX1
	P Value

	N
	
	489
	257(52.6%)
	232(47.4%)
	

	region
	
	
	
	
	0.2823

	
	eastern
	72
	35(13.6%)
	37(15.9%)
	

	
	westward
	360
	186(72.4%)
	174(75.0%)
	

	
	Southern
	8
	4(1.6%)
	4(1.7%)
	

	
	Northern
	49
	32(12.5%)
	17(7.3%)
	

	identity
	
	
	
	
	0.3062

	
	Father
	100
	48(18.7%)
	52(22.4%)
	

	
	Mother
	389
	209(81.3%)
	180(77.6%)
	

	Age
	
	
	
	
	0.4012

	
	20-30 years old
	34
	17(6.6%)
	17(7.3%)
	

	
	30-40 years old
	296
	152(59.1%)
	144(62.1%)
	

	
	40-50 years old
	136
	72(28.0%)
	64(27.6%)
	

	
	＞50 years old
	23
	16(6.2%)
	7(3.0%)
	

	Father's level of education
	
	
	
	
	0.0072

	
	elementary school
	37
	23(8.9%)
	14(6.2%)
	

	
	junior high school
	182
	104(40.5%)
	78(33.6%)
	

	
	high school
	88
	49(19.1%)
	39(16.8%)
	

	
	Scendary vocational school
	35
	23(8.9%)
	12(5.2%)
	

	
	Higher vocational college
	70
	27(10.5%)
	43(18.5%)
	

	
	Bachelor's degree or above
	77
	31(12.1%)
	46(19.8%)
	

	Mother's level of education
	
	
	
	
	0.1662

	
	elementary school
	46
	25(9.7%)
	21(9.1%)
	

	
	junior high school
	180
	104(40.5%)
	76(32.8%)
	

	
	high school
	69
	39(15.2%)
	30(12.9%)
	

	
	Scendary vocational school
	41
	17(6.6%)
	24(10.3%)
	

	
	Higher vocational college
	77
	40(15.6%)
	37(15.9%)
	    

	
	Bachelor's degree or above
	76
	32(12.5%)
	44(19.0%)
	

	Annual household income
	
	
	
	
	

	
	<1000 $
	67
	44(17.1%)
	23(9.9%)
	0.0163

	
	1000-3000 $
	136
	76(29.6%)
	60(25.9%)
	

	
	3000-8000 $
	163
	84(32.7%)
	79(34.1%)
	

	
	8000-20000 $
	95
	43(16.7%)
	52(22.4%)
	     

	
	20000-50000 $
	23
	10(3.9%)
	13(5.6%)
	     

	
	>50000 $
	5
	0(0.0%)
	5(2.2%)
	

	Place of residence
	
	
	
	
	0.0312

	
	countryside
	233
	131(51.0%)
	102(44.0%)
	

	
	suburbs
	95
	55(21.4%)
	40(17.2%)
	

	
	city
	161
	71(27.6%)
	90(38.8%)
	

	Gender of the child
	
	
	
	
	0.0902

	
	male
	314
	174(67.7%)
	140(60.3%)
	

	
	female
	175
	83(32.3%)
	92(39.7%)
	



续表
	
	
	Overall1
	NS-NO-RTX1
	NS+RTX1
	P Value

	Age of illness
	
	
	
	
	0.0192

	
	<1 years old
	23
	15(5.8%)
	8(3.4%)
	

	
	1-3 years old
	130
	53(20.6%)
	77(33.2%)
	

	
	3-6 years old
	160
	85(33.1%)
	75(32.3%)
	

	
	6-12 years old
	123
	72(28.0%)
	51(22.0%)
	

	
	>12 years old
	53
	32(12.5%)
	21(9.1%)
	

	Duration of illness
	
	
	
	
	0.0022

	
	<1y 
	50
	39(15.2%)
	11(4.7%)
	

	
	1-3y
	121
	60(23.3%)
	61(26.3%)
	

	
	3-5y
	127
	62(24.1%)
	65(28.0%)
	

	
	>5y
	191
	96(37.4%)
	95(40.9%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Abbreviations: NS, nephrotic syndrome; RTX, rituximab.
Notes: NS-NO-RTX: Pediatric nephrotic syndrome group not treated with rituximab; NS+RTX: Pediatric nephrotic syndrome group treated with rituximab.
1n (%); Median (IQR)
2Pearson's Chi-squared test
3Fisher's exact test












Table 2: Caregiver Evaluation of Rituximab Efficacy, Safety, and Satisfaction in Children
	Attribute
	Category
	N
	Percentage

	Kidney Disease Control
	Poor
	4
	1.70%

	
	Bad
	4
	1.70%

	
	Average
	40
	17.20%

	
	Good
	126
	54.30%

	
	Very Good
	58
	25.00%

	Respiratory Infections
	Reduced
	49
	21.10%

	
	No Effect
	151
	65.10%

	
	Increased
	32
	13.80%

	Disease Outcome
	Cured
	24
	10.30%

	
	Improved
	186
	80.20%

	
	No Change
	22
	9.50%

	
	Worsened
	0
	0.00%

	Quality of Life Improvement
	Significantly Improved
	172
	74.20%

	
	Improved but Not Significant
	56
	24.10%

	
	No Improvement
	4
	1.70%

	Satisfaction with Efficacy
	Dissatisfied
	25
	10.80%

	
	Satisfied
	207
	89.20%

	Reasons for Dissatisfaction
	Satisfied with Current Treatment
	5
	16.10%

	
	Worried about Side Effects
	15
	48.40%

	
	Unsatisfactory Results
	16
	51.60%

	
	Increased Infections
	8
	25.80%

	
	Increased Economic Burden
	19
	61.30%

	
	Other
	1
	3.20%

	Most Worried About Side Effects
	Reduced Immunity
	187
	80.60%

	
	Allergies
	106
	45.70%

	
	Other Immune Diseases
	119
	51.30%

	
	Cancerous Diseases
	88
	37.90%

	
	Other
	31
	13.40%


Notes: N, Number; Parents, Parents of pediatric nephrotic syndrome patients treated with rituximab.







Table 3: Comparison of SF-36 scale results between non-RTX and RTX groups
	
	
	Overall1
	NS-NO-RTX1
	NS+RTX1
	P Value

	Total score/ratings
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	78.8 (62.1, 85.9)
	77.9 (62.1, 85.6)
	80.4 (62, 86.3)
	0.3493

	 
	poor
	61
	29
	32
	0.4582

	
	average
	114
	67
	47
	

	
	good
	251
	129
	122
	

	
	excellent
	63
	32
	31
	

	Physiological performance
	
	
	
	
	

	scores
	
	90(80, 95)
	90 (80, 95)
	90 (80, 95)
	0.6903

	ratings
	poor
	5
	2
	3
	0.0184

	
	average
	57
	21
	36
	

	
	good
	128
	78
	50
	

	
	excellent
	299
	156
	143
	

	Physiological function
	
	
	
	
	

	scores
	
	100 (50, 100)
	100 (50, 100)
	100 (50, 100)
	0.6573

	ratings
	poor
	109
	55
	54
	0.3732

	
	average
	43
	25
	18
	

	
	good
	53
	33
	20
	

	
	excellent
	284
	144
	140
	

	Somatic pain
	
	
	
	
	

	scores
	
	87.5(75, 100)
	87.5 (75, 100)
	87.5 (75, 100)
	0.1263

	ratings 
	poor
	6
	1
	5
	0.3074

	
	average
	29
	18
	11
	

	
	good
	239
	135
	104
	

	
	excellent
	215
	103
	112
	

	General health
	
	
	
	
	

	scores
	
	60 (50, 75)
	60 (50, 70)
	60 (50, 80)
	0.0443

	ratings
	poor
	95
	55
	40
	0.0152

	
	average
	219
	118
	101
	

	
	good
	129
	70
	59
	

	
	excellent
	46
	14
	32
	

	Energy
	
	
	
	
	

	scores
	
	65(50, 80)
	60 (50, 75)
	65(50, 80)
	0.2913

	ratings
	poor
	88
	45
	43
	0.0492

	
	average
	184
	110
	74
	

	
	good
	167
	75
	92
	

	
	excellent
	50
	27
	23
	

	Social function
	
	
	
	
	

	scores
	
	90 (60, 100)
	90 (70, 100)
	80 (60, 100)
	0.1453

	ratings
	poor
	52
	25
	27
	0.5772

	
	average
	71
	38
	33
	

	
	good
	114
	55
	59
	



续表
	
	
	Overall1
	NS-NO-RTX1
	NS+RTX1
	P Value

	
	excellent
	252
	139
	113
	

	Affective Function
	
	
	
	
	

	scores
	
	100 (33.3, 100)
	100 (33.3, 100)
	100 (33.3, 100)
	0.5733

	ratings
	poor
	151
	84
	67
	0.6504

	
	average
	44
	22
	22
	

	
	good
	0
	0
	0
	

	
	excellent
	294
	151
	143
	

	Mental health
	
	
	
	
	

	scores
	
	68(56, 80)
	68(56, 80)
	68(56, 80)
	0.4023

	ratings
	poor
	77
	42
	35
	0.9652

	
	average
	192
	102
	90
	

	
	good
	171
	88
	83
	

	
	excellent
	49
	25
	24
	


Abbreviations: NS, nephrotic syndrome; RTX, rituximab.
Notes: 
NS-NO-RTX: Pediatric nephrotic syndrome group not treated with rituximab; NS+RTX: Pediatric nephrotic syndrome group treated with rituximab.
The SF-36 is a widely used questionnaire to measure health-related quality of life across multiple dimensions. It comprises 8 subscales, each representing a different aspect of well-being, including physical functioning, role limitations due to physical health, role limitations due to emotional health, energy/fatigue, emotional well-being, social functioning, pain, and general health perceptions.
Excellent (≥90), Good (70-89), Average (50-69), and Poor (<50).
1n (%); Median (IQR)
2Pearson's Chi-squared test
3Wilcoxon rank sum test
4Fisher's exact test

