Appendix A  

Vocabulary Learning Questionnaire WLQ Version 3) 

I. Beliefs About Vocabulary Learning: (1 7 items) 

1. Words should be memorized (8) 

Once the English equivalents of all Chinese words have been remembered, English is learned.

The best way to remember words is to memorize word lists or dictionaries.

Remembering the meanings of a word is an end in itself.English words have fixed meanings. 

It is only necessary to remember one dictionary definition. 

A good memory is all you need to learn a foreign language well. 

Repetition is the best way to remember words. 

You can only acquire a large vocabulary by memory of individual words. 

2.Words should be acquired in context: bottom-up (4) 

The meanings of a considerable amount of words can be picked up through reading. 

One can expand his vocabulary simply through reading a lot. 

Guessing words in context is one of the best ways to learn vocabulary. 

When you come across a word several times in different contexts, you will know what it means. 

3. Words should be studied and put to use: top-down (5) 

One should pay attention to set phrases and collocations that go with a word. 

Words studied should be put to use before they are finally learned. 

Using the language (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) is more important than memorizing words. 

The least a learner should know about a word is its form, its meaning, and its basic usage. 

Words are learned after you use them. 

II. Meta-cognitive Regulation: (12) 

1. Selective attention (7) 

I know when a new word or phrase is essential for adequate comprehension of a passage.

I know which words are important for me to learn. 

I have a sense of which word I can guess and which word I can't. 

I look up words that I'm interested in. 

When I meet a new word or phrase, I have a clear sense of whether I need to remember it.

I know what cues I should use in guessing the meaning of a particular word. 

I make a note of words that seem important to me.

2. Self-initiation (5) 

Besides textbooks, I look for other readings that fall under my interest. 

I wouldn’t learn what my English teacher doesn’t tell us to learn. (Reversed value) 

I only focus on things that are directly related to examinations. (Reversed value)

I wouldn’t care much about vocabulary items that my teacher does not explain in class. 

 (Reversed value) 

I use various means to make clear vocabulary items that I am not quite clear of. 

III. Guessing Strategies (I2 items) 

1. Using background knowledge/wider context (7) 

I use alternative cues and try again if I fail to guess the meaning of a word. 

I make use of the logical development in the context (e.g., cause and effect) when guessing the meaning of a word. 

I make use of my common sense and knowledge of the world when guessing the meaning of a word. 

I check my guessed meaning against the wider context to see if it fits in. 

I make use of my knowledge of the topic when guessing the meaning of a word. 

I look for other words or expressions in the passage that support my guess about the meaning of a new word. 

I look for any definitions or paraphrases in the passage that support my guess about the meaning of a word.

2. Using linguistic cued/immediate context (5) 

I make use of the grammatical structure of a sentence when guessing the meaning of a new word. 

I look for any examples provided in the context when guessing the meaning of a new word. 

I make use of the part of speech of a new word when guessing its meaning. 

I check my guessed meaning against the immediate context to see if it fits in. 

I analyze the word structure (prefix, root, and suffix) when guessing the meaning of a word. 

IV. Dictionary Strategies (17 items) 

1. Dictionary strategies for comprehension (4) 

When I see an unfamiliar word again and again, I look it up. 

When I want to confirm my guess about a word, I look it up. 

When not knowing a word prevents me from understanding a whole sentence or even a whole paragraph, I look it up. 

I look up words that are crucial to the understanding of the sentence or paragraph in which it appears. 

2. Extended dictionary strategies (8) 

I pay attention to the examples of use when I look up a word in a dictionary. 

I look for phrases or set expressions that go with the word I look up. 

I consult a dictionary to find out about the subtle differences in the meanings of English words. 

When I want to know more about a word that I already have some knowledge of, I look it up. 

When I don’t know the usage of a word I already have some knowledge of, I look it up. 

I make a note when I want to help myself distinguish between the meanings of two or more words. 

When looking up a word in the dictionary, I read sample sentences illustrating various meanings of the word. 

When I get interested in another new word in the definitions of the word I look up, I look up this word as well. 

3. Looking-up strategies (5) 

If the new word is inflected, I remove the inflections to recover the form to look up (e.g., for created, look for create). 

If the new word I try to look up seems to have a prefix or suffix, I will try the entry for the stem. 

If the unknown appears to be an irregularly inflected form or a spelling variant, I will scan nearby entries. 

If there are multiple senses or homographic entries, I use various information (e.g., part of speech, pronunciation, style, collocation, meaning, etc.) to reduce them by elimination. 

I try to integrate dictionary definitions into the context where the unknown was met and arrive at a contextual meaning by adjusting for complementation and collocation, part of speech, and breadth of meaning.

V Note-Taking Strategies (9 items) 

1. Meaning-oriented note-taking strategies (5) 

I make a note of the meaning of a new word when I think the word I’m looking up is commonly used. 

I make a note when I think the word I’m looking up is relevant to my personal interest. 

I put synonyms or antonyms together in my notebook. 

I write down the English synonym(s) or explanations of the word I look up. 

I write down both the Chinese equivalent and the English synonyms of the word I look up. 

2. Usage-oriented note-taking strategies (4) 

I make a note when I see a useful expression or phrase. 

I take down the collocations of the word I look up. 

I take down grammatical information about a word when I look it up.

I note down examples showing the usages of the word I look up. 

VI. Memory Strategies: Rehearsal: (12 items) 

1. Using word lists (6) 

I make vocabulary lists of new words that I meet. 

I write the new words on one side of a card and their explanations on the other side.

I keep the vocabulary lists of new words that I make. 

I go through my vocabulary list several times until I am sure that I do not have any words on that list that I still don’t understand. 

I make vocabulary cards and take them with me wherever I go. 

I make regular and structured reviews of new words I have memorized. 

2. Oral repetition (3) 

When I try to remember a word, I repeat it aloud to myself. 

Repeating the sound of a new word to myself would be enough for me to remember the word. 

When I try to remember a word, I repeat its pronunciation in my mind. 

3. Visual repetition (3) 

When I try to remember a word, I write it repeatedly. 

I memorize the spelling of a word letter by letter.I write both the new words and their Chinese equivalents repeatedly in order to remember them. 

VII. Memory Strategies: Encoding (24 items) 

1. Association/elaboration (4) 

I remember a group of new words that share a similar part in spelling. 

I associate a group of new words that share a similar part in spelling with a known word that looks or sounds similar to the shared part. 

I create a sentence in Chinese when I link a new word to a known word. 

I attach physical sensations to certain words (e.g., stinking) when I try to remember them. 

2. Imagery (4) 

I act out a word in order to remember it better. 

I create a mental image of the new word to help me remember it. 

I associate one or more letters in a word with the word meaning to help me remember it (look has two “eyes” in the middle). 

I create mental images of association when I link a new word to a known word. 

3. Visual encoding (3) 

I visualize the new word to help me remember it. 

I associate a new word to a known English word that looks similar. 

I remember the spelling of a word by breaking it into several visual parts. 

4. Auditory encoding (3) 

I remember together words that sound similar. 

I remember together words that are spelled similarly. 

I associate a new word with a known English word that sounds similar. 

5. Word-structure (3) 

I analyze words in terms of prefixes, stems, and suffixes. 

I deliberately study word-formation rules in order to remember more words.

I memorize the commonly used stems and prefixes.

6. Semantic encoding (3) 

I try to create semantic networks in my mind and remember words in meaningful groups. 

When I meet a new word, I search in my memory and see if I have any synonyms and antonyms in my vocabulary stock. 

I group words into categories (e.g., animals, utensils, vegetables, etc.). 

7. Contextual encoding (4) 

When I try to remember a word, I remember the sentence in which the word is used. 

I deliberately read books in my areas of interest so that I can find out and remember the special terminology that I know in Chinese. 

I remember the new word together with the context where the new word occurs. 

I learn words better when I put them in contexts (e.g., phrases, sentences, etc.). 

VIII. Activation Strategies (5 items) 

I try to read as much as possible so that I can make use of the words I tried to remember.

I make up my own sentences using the words I just learned. 

I try to use the newly learned words as much as possible in speech and writing. 

I try to use newly learned words in real situations. 

I try to use newly learned words in imaginary situations in my mind.

Appendix B

L2-Grit Scale items(12)

I work hard towards my language learning goals irrespective of how long they take to achieve. PE

Even when I can do something more fun, I give language learning tasks my best effort. PE

I complete my language learning tasks irrespective of how difficult they are. PE

I am committed to the investment of my best effort in language learning tasks. PE

Even if I am struggling to learn the language, I keep trying my best. PE

Once I set a language learning goal, I try to overcome any challenge that arises. PE

I often set a language learning goal but later choose to pursue a different one. CI

New ideas and projects sometimes distract me from learning the language. CI

I become interested in new pursuits other than language learning every few months. CI

My interest in learning the second language changes every month CI

I was obsessed with learning the language for a short period of time but lost interest eventually. CI

I have difficulty in maintaining my focus on language tasks that take a long time to achieve. CI

