	Variable
	
	HNC
	BMC
	Controls
	Total
	Statistical significance

	Sex
	Men
	105 (61.8%)
	28 (16.6%)
	112 (65.9%)
	245 (48%)
	

	
	Women
	65 (38.2%)
	142 (83.4%)
	58 (34.1%)
	265 (52%)
	χ2 Test —p<0.0001

	
	Total
	170 (100%)
	170 (100%)
	170 (100%)
	510 (100%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age (years)
	Mean (Range, SD)
	59.9 (22-92; SD: 13.2)
	61.4 (34-90; SD: 12.6)
	59.6 (25-90; SD: 14.5)
	61.0 (22-92; SD: 13.3)
	ANOVA Test – p= 0.426

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age (decades)
	0-49
	35 (20.6%)
	33 (19.4%)
	35 (20.6%)
	103 (20.2%)
	

	
	50-59
	50 (29.4%)
	49 (28.8%)
	50 (29.4%)
	149 (29.2%)
	

	
	60-69
	40 (23.5%)
	40 (23.5%)
	40 (23.5%)
	120 (23.5%)
	

	
	>70
	45 (26.5%)
	48 (28.3%)
	45 (26.5%)
	138 (27.1%)
	χ2 Test —p=0.91

	
	Total
	170 (100%)
	170 (100%)
	170 (100%)
	510 (100%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tumor Site
	Breast
	0 (-)
	129 (75.9%)
	0 (-)
	129 (25.3%)
	

	
	Prostate
	0 (-)
	18 (10.6%)
	0 (-)
	18 (3.5%)
	

	
	Oral cavity
	41 (24.1%)
	0 (-)
	0 (-)
	41 (8.1%)
	

	
	Oropharynx
	39 (22.9%)
	0 (-)
	0 (-)
	39 (7.7%)
	

	
	Rhinopharynx
	20 (11.8%)
	0 (-)
	0 (-)
	20 (3.9%)
	

	
	Salivary Glands
	14 (8.3%)
	0 (-)
	0 (-)
	14 (2.8%)
	

	
	Larynx
	40 (23.5%)
	0 (-)
	0 (-)
	40 (7.8%)
	

	
	Other
	16 (9.4%)
	23 (13.5%)
	0 (-)
	39 (7.6%)
	

	
	No Cancer
	0 (-)
	0 (-)
	170 (100%)
	170 (33.3%)
	-

	
	Total
	170 (100%)
	170 (100%)
	170 (100%)
	510 (100%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Smoking
	Smokers
	109 (64.1%)
	21 (12.4%)
	47 (27.7%)
	177 (34.7%)
	

	
	Non smokers
	61 (35.9%)
	149 (87.6%)
	123 (72.3%)
	333 (65.3%)
	χ2 Test —p<0.0001

	
	Total
	170 (100%)
	170 (100%)
	170 (100%)
	510 (100%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Diabetes
	Yes
	7 (4.1%)
	13 (7.6%)
	0 (-)
	20 (3.9%)
	

	
	No
	163 (95.9%)
	157 (92.4%)
	170 (100%)
	490 (96.1%)
	χ2 Test —p<0.0001

	
	Total
	170 (100%)
	170 (100%)
	170 (100%)
	510 (100%)
	



Table 1. Baseline characteristics of the included patients, stratified according to the studied population. SD: standard deviation.

