S5: Clinical characteristics of persistent carriers and intermittent carriers 
	
	
	Persistent carriers* 
(n = 9) 
	Intermittent carriers (n = 32)
	p-value


	Demographics 
	
	
	
	

	Sex (%)
	Female
	4 (44·44)
	
	0·445

	
	Male
	5 (55·55)
	11 (34.38)
	

	Mean age (SD)
	
	49.11 (31.01)
	40.25 (28.05)
	0·418

	Children under two years old (%)
	
	 2 (22·22)
	4 (12·50)
	0·478

	Case index patient 
	
	3 (33·33)
	3 (9·38)
	0·076

	Chronic disease(s)#(%) 
	
	5 (55·55)
	13 (40·63)
	0·677

	Incontinent (%)
	
	3 (33·33)
	6 (18·75)
	0·363

	Took antibiotics within six months prior to enrolment (%) 
	
	3 (33·33) 
	13 (40·63)
	0·701


# Chronic diseases included diabetes mellitus, hypertension, ischemic heart disease, cancer and other immunocompromising conditions.
* Persistent carriage status was defined by the presence of at least one E. coli ST131 isolate in at least two consecutive stool samples. Intermittent carriers were all carriers of E. coli ST131 who did not fall into this category
ST: sequence type; SD: standard deviation; IQR: interquartile range.
