[Table 1] The characteristics of the 14 interviewees
	Affiliation
	Interviewee
	Gender
	Academic Background
	Years of Experience 

	Government Department
	P1
	Female
	Medicine (Internal Medicine)
	22

	
	P2
	Female
	Nutrition
	12

	
	P3
	Male
	Chemistry
	8

	
	P4
	Male
	Science and Technology Policy
	6

	Government-funded Research Institute
	R1
	Female
	Medicine (Preventive Medicine)/Public Health
	21

	
	R2
	Male
	Public Health
	11

	
	R3
	Female
	Public Health
	19

	
	R4
	Female
	Sociology
	19

	
	R5
	Female
	Medicine (Family Medicine)
	6

	University
	U1
	Female
	Medicine (Preventive Medicine)
	21

	
	U2
	Female
	Medicine (Internal Medicine)
	12

	
	U3
	Female
	Public Health Administration
	18

	
	U4
	Male
	Medicine (Obstetrics and Gynecology)
	20

	
	U5
	Female
	Nursing
	12






[Table 2] Themes and subthemes related to factors influencing knowledge creation
	[bookmark: _Hlk181711427]Theme
	Sub-theme (Number of Codes)
	Associated Research Process

	Funding Allocation: Non-systematic and Temporary Approaches
	Influenced by political agendas (26)
Driven toward urgent societal issues (57)
Guided by the interests and influence of leaders (18)
	Planning
Utilization

	Researcher’s Autonomy: Rigidity of Selecting Research Topics and Paths to Overcoming Them
	Target-oriented top-down research (11)
Marginalization of research topics and development of adaptive strategies (15)
	Planning

	Researcher’s Motivation: Insufficient Rewards and Intellectual Engagement
	Inadequate financial rewards and non-commercial research outputs (19)
Insufficient academic recognition (9)
Intellectual curiosity (4)
	Planning Implementation

	Knowledge Co-production: Necessities and Conditions of Collaborative Efforts
	Importance of interdisciplinary research (14)
Weak communication between disciplines and the role of intermediary researchers (71)
Cooperation between CSOs and academia (15)
	Planning Implementation
Utilization

	Research Network: Roles and Conditions for Sustain and Expansion
	Research networks as fields for research sustainability and knowledge co-production (53)
Various roles and activities for sustaining research networks (19)
Importance of multidisciplinary researcher influx and public engagement (21)
	Planning Implementation


	Utilizing Research Results: Role of Institutional Conditions
	Low utilization of research results (27)
Lack of user awareness and accessibility of research results (21)
Insufficient policy and legislation (11)
	Utilization 



