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APPENDIX C
Focus Group Discussion Transcript (Cleaned Verbatim)
Study: Psychosocial Impact of Existential Climate Threat on Kiribati International Students in China
Format: Online video platform (Zoom)
Duration: 1 hour 38 minutes
Participants: 11 Kiribati students
Moderator: Dr. K

Participants
P1 – Finau (Male, Environmental Studies)
P2 – Mara (Female, Public Health)
P3 – Kai (Male, Environmental Science, Graduate)
P4 – Tari (Female, Business, 1st Year)
P5 – Lani (Female, Economics, Final Year)
P6 – Beni (Male, Engineering)
P7 – Sina (Female, Public Health, Graduate)
P8 – Jone (Male, Engineering)
P9 – Reuben (Male, Social Sciences, Graduate)
P10 – Teira (Female, Sociology)
P11 – Mika (Male, International Relations)

Opening
Moderator: Thank you all for joining today. As a reminder, this discussion is confidential. There are no right or wrong answers. We are interested in your shared experiences and perspectives.
To begin, when you hear the phrase “existential threat” in relation to Kiribati, what does it mean to you?

Collective Perceptions of Existential Threat
P1 (Finau):
For me, existential threat means erasure. Not only land disappearing, but memory disappearing.
P2 (Mara):
Yes. Sometimes it feels like people are already speaking about Kiribati in past tense.
P7 (Sina):
In conferences, when they say “low-lying island nations,” it sounds detached. Like we are statistics.
P6 (Beni):
I don’t always interpret it as total disappearance. I think transformation is more accurate.
P10 (Teira):
But transformation still implies loss.
(Pause.)
P3 (Kai):
When I see inundation maps in class, it feels like watching my childhood being forecasted.
P4 (Tari):
As a first-year student, I don’t always think in long-term projections. But when I see flooding pictures from home, it feels very immediate.
Moderator:
How do classroom discussions affect how you interpret this threat?
P9 (Reuben):
When Kiribati is presented as a case study, it creates distance. It becomes data.
P1 (Finau):
Sometimes I sit there thinking, “Are we just numbers?”

Emotional Responses
Moderator:
What emotions come up most often when climate change and Kiribati’s future are discussed?
P2 (Mara):
Grief. Anticipatory grief.
P3 (Kai):
Anxiety. Especially when there’s news from home.
P10 (Teira):
Anger. Toward global inaction.
P7 (Sina):
Anger can turn into exhaustion.
P8 (Jone):
For me, it’s more quiet. Like background pressure.
P11 (Mika):
I try to frame it globally. Climate change affects many regions. That perspective helps me stay balanced.
P10 (Teira):
But the impact isn’t equal.
P11 (Mika):
I agree. I’m not minimizing that.
Moderator:
Do you discuss these emotions among yourselves?
P1 (Finau):
Sometimes, but not deeply.
P8 (Jone):
Usually after drinking, people open up more.
(Several participants laugh softly.)
P7 (Sina):
Alcohol creates space for emotional expression.
P4 (Tari):
I mostly listen. Older students talk more about politics and responsibility.

Distance from Home
Moderator:
How does being in China affect your emotional experience?
P3 (Kai):
Distance amplifies imagination. When I see photos of flooding, I feel helpless.
P5 (Lani):
When planning our futures here, there’s always calculation. We think about instability.
P6 (Beni):
Distance also provides perspective. Life continues at home most days.
P2 (Mara):
But homesickness intensifies climate fear.
P4 (Tari):
Yes. When I miss home, it feels fragile.

Coping as a Community
Moderator:
How do you support one another emotionally?
P1 (Finau):
Cooking together helps.
P2 (Mara):
Speaking Kiribati feels grounding.
P7 (Sina):
Advocacy events give purpose.
P8 (Jone):
Sometimes drinking becomes coping.
P9 (Reuben):
I cope by intellectualizing — analyzing policy and power structures.
P6 (Beni):
Routine helps me. Structure reduces anxiety.
P10 (Teira):
Writing helps. Especially when my family discusses relocation.
(Pause.)
Moderator:
Would anyone like to respond to that?
P5 (Lani):
The idea of choosing between safety and belonging is frightening.

Identity & Representation
Moderator:
Has studying in China changed how you see yourself?
P7 (Sina):
I feel more politically aware.
P1 (Finau):
I feel protective of Kiribati’s image.
P11 (Mika):
I feel more globally oriented, but I don’t want that to weaken my local identity.
P2 (Mara):
Sometimes I don’t want to always be the climate representative.
(Light laughter.)
P3 (Kai):
We carry that representation constantly.

Global Justice & China
Moderator:
How do you interpret global responsibility for climate change?
P10 (Teira):
It feels unjust. Major emitters debate targets while we debate migration.
P7 (Sina):
Climate justice is personal for us.
P6 (Beni):
Anger must be strategic to create change.
P9 (Reuben):
But moral clarity is important.
Moderator:
How do you view China’s support?
P1 (Finau):
I am grateful.
P2 (Mara):
Yes, deeply grateful.
P11 (Mika):
At the same time, geopolitics exists.
P8 (Jone):
Gratitude and awareness can coexist.
P7 (Sina):
Yes, both can be true.

Closing Reflection
Moderator:
If the world could hear one message from Kiribati students studying abroad, what would it be?
P2 (Mara):
We are not just victims.
P3 (Kai):
Climate change is personal.
P10 (Teira):
Migration should be choice, not necessity.
P4 (Tari):
We carry hope and fear at the same time.
P7 (Sina):
Listen before adaptation becomes displacement.
(Pause.)
P6 (Beni):
Resilience should not erase grief.

Moderator:
Thank you all for your honesty and participation. We will conclude here.
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