Table 1. Dentists' Data on Age, Gender and Duration of Clinical Experience (N=376)

	 
	N
	%

	Age ( mean±sd )
	33.96±9.79

	Gender
	Male
	168
	44.7

	
	Woman
	208
	55.3

	Years of clinical experience
	less than 5 years
	140
	37.2

	
	5-10 years
	83
	22.1

	
	11-15 years
	44
	11.7

	
	more than 15 years
	109
	29.0







Table 2. Dentists' Frequency of Biopsy Use in Oral Cancer Diagnosis (N=376)

	 
	N
	%

	When was the last time you attended training on oral cancers and biopsy methods?
	In the last 2 years
	105
	27.9

	
	in 2-5 years
	46
	12.2

	
	more than 5 years old
	106
	28.2

	
	I never participated
	119
	31.6

	Have you had a biopsy taken at the clinic/practice/hospital where you work?
	Yes
	221
	58.8

	
	No
	155
	41.2

	When was the last time you had a biopsy?
	Within 1 month
	28
	7.4

	
	1-6 months
	61
	16.2

	
	more than 6 months ago
	132
	35.1

	
	I have never had a biopsy
	155
	41.2

	How often do you use the biopsy procedure?
	I get a biopsy at least once a month
	9
	2.4

	
	I take at most a few biopsies every 6 months.
	67
	17.8

	
	I take biopsies once a year, at most a few.
	145
	38.6

	
	I never take a biopsy
	155
	41.2

	If so, which of the following was your last reason for biopsy?
	suspicious lesion
	180
	81.4

	
	Any lesion in the mouth that has been present for 10 days
	111
	50.2

	
	Cancer
	75
	33.9

	
	Other
	6
	2.7

	If you do not prefer to do a biopsy when you have a lesion that you suspect of oral cancer, the reason is
	lack of experience
	244
	64.9

	
	legal fear
	169
	44.9

	
	clinical disability
	149
	39.6

	
	Fear of losing a patient
	one hundred
	26.6

	
	The patient is uncooperative
	70
	18.6

	
	Expenses
	26
	6.9

	When there is a lesion that I suspect to be malignant during my oral cancer examination;
	I direct patient to Dentistry Faculties.
	160
	42.6

	
	I refer patient to dentists who specialize in oral diseases.
	125
	33.2

	
	I refer patient to medical doctors (ENT specialist, dermatologist, general surgeon).
	59
	15.7

	
	I perform diagnostic procedures.
	23
	6.1

	
	If my patients have no symptoms, I check them at their next appointment.
	9
	2.4

	The laboratory where I sent the biopsy material to pathology
	It is the pathology laboratory of university faculties.
	130
	34.6

	
	I deliver the biopsy material to my patient and leave the choice to him.
	47
	12.5

	
	I send it to a private pathology laboratory close to my clinic.
	44
	11.7

	
	I never take a biopsy
	155
	41.2

	What is the biopsy method you use most frequently in your clinic?
	Incisional biopsy
	88
	23.4

	
	Excisional biopsy
	60
	16.0

	
	Punch biopsy
	38
	10.1

	
	aspiration
	32
	8.5

	
	Brush biopsy
	9
	2.4

	
	Cytology
	2
	0.5

	
	I don't know
	147
	39.1

	In cases where I will perform a biopsy, I usually
	I take a biopsy using the traditional surgical method (with a scalpel).
	140
	37.2

	
	I use the laser
	54
	14.4

	
	I use electrocautery
	27
	7.2

	
	I never take a biopsy
	155
	41.2

	Do you inform your patients about oral cancer (diagnosis/prevention) and biopsy taking?
	Yes
	290
	77.1

	
	No
	49
	13.0

	
	I don't know
	37
	9.8

	Would you rate your level of application of existing procedures to diagnose oral cancer?
	Sufficient
	48
	12.8

	
	Insufficient
	271
	72.1

	
	I don't know
	57
	15.2

	Would you like to participate in training on oral cancer?
	Yes
	318
	84.6

	
	No
	15
	4.0

	
	I am not sure
	43
	11.4

	In your opinion, what is the importance of oral surgeons in diagnosing and preventing oral cancer?
	Important
	365
	97.1

	
	It's not important
	2
	0.5

	
	I don't know
	9
	2.4






Table 3. Findings Regarding Dentists' Knowledge Levels and Oral Cancer Awareness (N=376)

	 
	N
	%

	Which image you encounter during oral examination would you immediately take a biopsy or make a referral?
	Hard, non-mobile, sessile lesion
	179
	47.6

	
	Hard-mobile-pedunculated lesion
	55
	14.6

	
	Soft-non-mobile-sessile lesion
	31
	8.2

	
	Soft-mobile-pedunculated lesion
	21
	5.6

	
	I don't know
	90
	23.9

	Which lesions in the mouth do you think should be biopsied?
	Suspicious lesions in the mouth that have been present for more than two weeks
	281
	74.7

	
	Bone lesions that cannot be classified according to clinical and radiographic findings
	162
	43.1

	
	Persistent hyperkeratotic lesions
	122
	32.4

	
	Lesions of unknown etiology thought to be associated with existing pain, anesthesia, and paresthesia
	122
	32.4

	
	Lesions that bleed even when touched lightly
	105
	27.9

	
	Raised, stalked, mobile lesions on the normal tissue surface
	98
	26.1

	
	All
	103
	27.4

	In which fixative solution do you keep the biopsy material you took?
	10% formalin
	250
	51.1

	
	physiological serum
	99
	14.6

	
	Chlorhexidine gluconate
	4
	,3

	
	I don't know
	83
	22.1

	How much more volume of the biopsy material should the fixative solution used be?
	1:1
	7
	1.9

	
	2:1
	45
	12.0

	
	20:1
	120
	31.9

	
	I don't know
	204
	54.3

	What solution do you disinfect the inside of your mouth before taking a biopsy?
	Surface antiseptics containing special iodine
	124
	33.0

	
	0.12 -0.2% chlorhexidine gluconate
	121
	32.2

	
	Toluidine blue
	10
	2.7

	
	sodium hypochlorite
	one
	,3

	
	I don't know
	120
	31.9

	What do you think is the most appropriate anesthesia before taking a soft tissue biopsy?
	Ring blockade (application of anesthesia around the lesion)
	223
	59.3

	
	Regional block anesthesia
	76
	20.2

	
	No need for anesthesia
	18
	4.8

	
	Infiltrative anesthesia right into the lesion
	8
	2.1

	
	I don't know
	51
	13.6

	The type of incision made when starting the biopsy;
	It should be removed, including part or all of the lesion and intact tissue.
	243
	64.6

	
	The existing lesion should be removed in an elliptical manner, including deep tissues.
	167
	44.4

	
	It should be such that it surrounds the exact boundaries of the lesion.
	51
	13.6

	
	It is sufficient to take the epithelial part of the existing lesion.
	16
	4.3

	
	I don't know
	20
	5.3

	I have a lesion that I think is a vascular malformation.
	I refer you to specialist physicians
	328
	87.2

	
	I get it with an excisional biopsy.
	19
	5.1

	
	I remove it with an incisional biopsy.
	14
	3.7

	
	I perform a cytology biopsy
	10
	2.7

	
	I perform a brush biopsy
	5
	1.3










Table 4. Comparison of Dentists' Knowledge Scores with Age, Gender, Duration of Clinical Experience and Frequency of Biopsy Application (N=376)



	
	knowledge score
	Test
	p

	
	Cover
	SS
	
	

	Gender
	Male
	4.75
	1.57
	0.502
	0.616 2

	
	Woman
	4.66
	1.73
	
	

	Years of clinical experience
	less than 5 years
	5, 09a
	1.43
	7,351
	0.000* 1

	
	5-10 years
	4.57
	1.86
	
	

	
	11-15 years
	5, 02a
	1.78
	
	

	
	more than 15 years
	4.17b
	1.58
	
	

	When was the last time you attended training on oral cancers and biopsy methods?
	In the last 2 years
	5, 48a
	1.28
	19,042
	0.000* 1

	
	in 2-5 years
	5, 13a
	1.69
	
	

	
	more than 5 years old
	4.58b
	1.64
	
	

	
	I never participated
	3.97c
	1.63
	
	

	Have you had a biopsy taken at the clinic/office/hospital where you work?
	Yes
	5.22
	1.38
	7,489
	0.000* 2

	
	No
	3.96
	1.75
	
	

	When was the last time you had a biopsy?
	Within 1 month
	6, 04a
	1.14
	26,492
	0.000* 1

	
	1-6 months
	5, 52a
	1.04
	
	

	
	more than 6 months ago
	4.91b
	1.46
	
	

	
	I have never had a biopsy
	3.96c
	1.75
	
	

	How often do you use the biopsy procedure?
	At least once a month
	6,00a _
	1.50
	22,798
	0.000* 1

	
	a few in 6 months
	5, 51a
	1.54
	
	

	
	Once a year, a few
	5, 04a
	1.25
	
	

	
	I never take a biopsy
	3.96b
	1.75
	
	

	When there is a lesion that I suspect to be malignant during my oral cancer examination;
	I direct patient to the faculty of dentistry.
	4.62b
	1.72
	3,542
	0.007* 1

	
	I refer patient to dentists who specialize in oral diseases.
	4.72b
	1.63
	
	

	
	I refer patient to medical doctors.
	4.63b
	1.57
	
	

	
	I perform diagnostic procedures.
	5, 78a
	1.28
	
	

	
	If my patients have no symptoms, I check them at their next appointment.
	3.67b
	1.41
	
	

	The laboratory where I sent the biopsy material to pathology
	It is the pathology laboratory of university faculties.
	5, 58a
	1.20
	27,945
	0.000* 1

	
	I deliver the biopsy material to my patient and leave the choice to him.
	4.51b
	1.53
	
	

	
	I send it to a private pathology laboratory close to my clinic.
	4.91b
	1.34
	
	

	
	I never take a biopsy
	3.96c
	1.75
	
	

	What is the biopsy method we use most frequently in our clinic?
	Incisional biopsy
	5, 26a
	1.25
	26,973
	0.000* 1

	
	Excisional biopsy
	5, 62a
	1.11
	
	

	
	Punch biopsy
	5, 61a
	1.05
	
	

	
	aspiration
	5, 13a
	1.43
	
	

	
	Brush biopsy
	5.00
	1.12
	
	

	
	I don't know
	3.67b
	1.70
	
	

	In cases where I will perform a biopsy, I usually
	I take a biopsy using the traditional surgical method (with a scalpel).
	5, 01a
	1.41
	22,999
	0.000* 1

	
	I use the laser
	5, 63a
	1.31
	
	

	
	I use electrocautery
	5, 48a
	1.09
	
	

	
	I never take a biopsy
	3.96b
	1.75
	
	

	Do you inform your patients about oral cancer (diagnosis/prevention) and biopsy taking?
	Yes
	4, 95a
	1.54
	15,319
	0.000* 1

	
	No
	3.76b
	1.90
	
	

	
	I don't know
	4.03b
	1.61
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk102936647]level of application of existing procedures to detect oral cancer ?
	Sufficient
	5, 40a
	1.61
	4,950
	0.008* 1

	
	Insufficient
	4.61b
	1.66
	
	

	
	I don't know
	4.54b
	1.58
	
	

	Would you like to participate in training on oral cancer?
	Yes
	4, 86a
	1.62
	9,631
	0.000* 1

	
	No
	4.20
	1.86
	
	

	
	I am not sure
	3.74b
	1.56
	
	


a,b ,c : shows the differences between the averages of the groups (a=highest average).
1:One -way ANOVA test, 2:Independent sample t test*:p<0.05


