

Table 1 sample size estimates
	University
	totals population
	calculated sample size

	Busitema University from Uganda
	85
	70

	University of Ibadan from Nigeria
	184
	125

	Kwame Nkrumah University of of science and technology, Kumasi from Ghana
	132
	99

	Mzuzu University from Malawi
	244
	142

	University of Zambia from Zambia
	206
	135

	
	851
	571



Table 2		Demographic characteristic of the Study Particpants
	Variable
	Category
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Gender
	Male
	287
	37.6

	
	Female
	473
	61.9

	
	Prefer not to Say
	4
	0.5

	Religion
	Islam
	44
	5.8

	
	Christian
	691
	90.4

	
	Ashanti
	13
	1.7

	
	Not religious
	7
	0.9

	
	Not specified
	9
	1.2

	Variable
	N
	Mean±SD
	Range

	Age (years)
	764
	25.38±5.00
	18-48

	
	
	
	

	Variable
	Category
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Age group (years)
	18-24
	416
	54.5

	
	25-34
	292
	38.2

	
	35 and above
	56
	7.3

	Program
	MBcHB
	271
	35.5

	
	Nursing
	493
	64.5

	Level of Program
	Bachelor’s Degree
	764
	100.0

	Level of Entry
	Extensor/Upgrading
	118
	15.4

	
	Direct
	500
	65.4

	
	Unified Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME)
	137
	17.9

	
	others
	9
	1.2

	University
	Busitema University from Uganda
	85
	11.1

	
	University of Ibadan from Nigeria
	135
	17.7

	
	Kwame Nkrumah University of of science and technology, Kumasi from Ghana
	198
	25.9

	
	Mzuzu University from Malawi
	195
	25.5

	
	University of Zambia from Zambia
	151
	19.8




Table 3 Proportion of students that have ever had a retake in clinical evaluation.

	Have you ever failed a paper in your clinical years?

	 
	yes
	No
	 

	 
	Frequency
	(%)
	Frequency
	(%)
	P-value*

	Busitema University from Uganda
	10
	12
	73
	88
	<0.001

	Mzuzu University from Malawi
	43
	22.1
	152
	77.9
	<0.001

	University of Ibadan from Nigeria
	8
	5.9
	127
	94.1
	<0.001

	Kwame Nkrumah University of of science and technology, Kumasi from  Ghana.
	3
	2.5
	117
	97.5
	<0.001

	University of Zambia from Zambia
	22
	14.7
	128
	85.3
	<0.001

	Overall
	86
	12.6
	597
	87.4
	<0.001



Table 4	Mode of examination that contributed to the retake
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	MODE OF EXAMINATION FOR THE PAPER/PAPERS THAT STUDENTS FAILED
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Uganda
	Malawi
	Nigeria
	Kwame nkrumah
	Zambia
	overall

	Category
	Freq(%)
	P-value*
	Freq (%)
	P-value*
	Freq (%)
	P-value*
	Freq (%)
	P-value*
	Freq (%)
	P-value*
	Freq (%)
	P-value*

	1.       Long case
	4(40)
	 
	 
	 
	4 (3)
	 
	1 (33.3)
	 
	3 (13.6)
	 
	12 (14)
	 <0.001

	2.       OSCE
	2(20)
	<0.001
	35 (81.4)
	<0.001
	 
	 
	2 (66.7)
	0.564
	2 (9.1)
	<0.001
	41 (47.7)
	 <0.001

	3.       A combination of different methods
	4(40)
	 
	6 (14)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	14 (63.6)
	 
	27 (31.4)
	 <0.001

	1.       Short case
	 
	 
	2 (4.7)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1 (4.5)
	 
	4 (4.7)
	 <0.001

	4.       Quiz
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1 (4.5)
	 
	1 (1.2)
	<0.001

	5.       MCQs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1 (4.5)
	 
	1 (1.2)
	<0.001 

	others
	 
	 
	 
	 
	131 (97)
	<0.001
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 <0.001




Table 5	Univariate logistic regression analysis to explore factors associated with Retakes
	
	
	Busitema University from Uganda
	University of Zambia from Zambia
	Kwame Nkrumah University of of science and technology, Kumasi from  Ghana
	University of Ibadan, Nigeria.       
	Mzuzu University from Malawi
	overall

	 
	 
	 
	95%CI
 
	 
	 
	95%CI
 
	 
	 
	95%CI
 
	 
	 
	95%CI
 
	 
	 
	95%CI
 
	 
	 
	95%CI
 
	 

	Variable
	Category
	COR
	Lower
	Upper
	P-value
	COR
	Lower
	Upper
	P-value
	COR
	Lower
	Upper
	P-value
	COR
	Lower
	Upper
	P-value
	COR
	Lower
	Upper
	P-value
	COR
	Lower
	Upper
	P-value

	Gender
	Male
	6.7
	0.81
	55.58
	0.078
	0
	0
	-
	1
	2.02
	0.12
	32.8
	0.622
	0
	0
	-
	0.998
	1.94
	0.97
	3.9
	0.06
	1.91
	1.21
	3
	0.005

	
	Female
	Ref.
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	

	Religion
	Islam
	0.2
	0.01
	6.67
	0.368
	
	
	
	
	3.2
	0.17
	61
	0.439
	
	
	
	
	0
	0
	-
	0.999
	0.68
	0.13
	3.63
	0.655

	
	Christian
	0.12
	0.01
	2.04
	0.141
	
	
	
	
	0.09
	0.01
	1.54
	0.097
	
	
	
	
	0.86
	0.09
	8.46
	0.895
	1.22
	0.36
	4.11
	0.746

	
	Other
	Ref.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	

	Age group 
(years)
	18-24
	1.2
	0.18
	8.07
	0.851
	0
	0
	-
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.26
	0.09
	0.72
	0.01
	0.2
	0.1
	0.43
	<0.001

	
	25-34
	1.03
	0.18
	5.84
	0.977
	0
	0
	-
	0.999
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.01
	0.42
	2.43
	0.984
	0.72
	0.36
	1.42
	0.34

	
	35 and above
	Ref.
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	

	Program
	MBcHB
	3.74
	0.45
	31.28
	0.224
	
	
	
	
	4.96
	0.44
	55.9
	0.194
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.15
	0.73
	1.83
	0.551

	
	Nursing
	Ref.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	

	Level of Entry
	Extensor/Upgrading
	
	
	
	
	4
	0.13
	119.2
	0.423
	0
	0
	-
	0.998
	
	
	
	
	2.14
	1.06
	4.32
	0.033
	2.66
	0.33
	21.8
	0.362

	
	Direct
	
	
	
	
	0.26
	0.02
	3.08
	0.289
	Ref.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	1.11
	0.14
	8.86
	0.921

	
	(UTME
	
	
	
	
	1.2
	0.07
	19.63
	0.898
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.79
	0.09
	6.84
	0.833

	
	Other
	
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	

	University
	Busitema University from Uganda
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.78
	0.35
	1.74
	0.546

	
	University of Ibadani, Nigeria
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.37
	0.16
	0.86
	0.021

	
	Kwame Nkrumah University of of science and technology, Kumasi from  Ghana
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.09
	0.03
	0.31
	<0.001

	
	Mzuzu University from Malawi
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.66
	0.94
	2.92
	0.079

	
	University of Zambia 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Ref.
	 
	 
	 









Table 6	Multivariable logistic regression analysis for exploring factors associated with retakes
	
	
	Busitema
	Mzuni
	Overall

	 
	 
	 
	95%CI
	 
	 
	 
	95%CI
	 
	 
	 
	95%CI
	 
	 

	Variable
	 
	AOR
	Lower
	Upper
	P-value
	AOR
	Lower
	Upper
	P-value
	AOR
	Lower
	Upper
	P-value

	Gender
	Male
	6.87
	0.74
	64.07
	0.091
	1.7
	0.82
	3.53
	0.155
	1.44
	0.85
	2.42
	0.175

	
	Female
	Ref.
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	

	Religion
	Islam
	1.56
	0.03
	98.73
	0.833
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Christian
	0.26
	0.01
	5.2
	0.377
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other
	Ref.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age group (years)
	18-24
	1.68
	0.21
	13.55
	0.627
	0.2
	0.07
	0.61
	0.005
	Ref.
	
	
	

	
	25-34
	0.7
	0.11
	4.48
	0.71
	0.86
	0.35
	2.12
	0.735
	2.11
	1.16
	3.84
	0.015

	
	35 and above
	Ref.
	
	
	Ref.
	
	
	
	2.45
	1.06
	5.64
	0.036

	Program
	MBcHB
	4.7
	0.37
	60.33
	0.234
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Nursing
	Ref.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	University
	Busitema University from Uganda
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.73
	0.32
	1.69
	0.467

	
	University of Ibadani, Nigeria
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.66
	0.26
	1.67
	0.385

	
	Kwame Nkrumah University of of science and technology, Kumasi from  Ghana.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.14
	0.03
	0.65
	0.012

	
	Mzuzu University from Malawi
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.45
	0.75
	2.78
	0.268

	 
	University of Zambia Lusaka
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Ref.
	 
	 
	 





