
Growth Colonies on plate cfu/mL

Insubstantial growth

No growth (lower limit of detection) (-) No colonies < 1 x 102

Single colonies/growth from broth (±) Under 1/3 0.1-1 x 103

Substantial growth

Sparse growth (1+) 1/3-2/3 0.1-1 x 104

Moderate growth (2+) Over 2/3 1-2 x 104

Abundant growth (3+) Entire plate > 2 x 104

Table 1. Quantification of cultivated colonies
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