[bookmark: _Hlk174967520]Table 6: Hematological parameters of ESR, C- reactive protein, hemoglobin, and TLC of both groups. (n = 62 for each group)
	Hematological parameters
	Study Group
	                                              Timeline  

	P value

	
	
	Preoperative                   
	Postoperative
	7 days                
	8 weeks          
	6 months
	

	ESR (mm/h)

	Regular nail group
	9.85
	24.34
	21.84
	19.89
	19.11  

	
0.031

	
	Antibiotic nail group
	10.90
	22.80
	18.67
	14.23
	8.23
	

	Hemoglobin (g/L)

	Regular nail group
	12.4

	10.6

	12.2

	12.16

	11.5

	
0.067

	
	Antibiotic nail group
	11.7
	11.3
	12.8
	11.6
	12.3
	

	C- reactive protein (mg/L)
	Regular nail group
	4.3

	7.5

	6.1

	8.2

	7.3

	
0.019

	
	Antibiotic nail group
	4.1
	5.8
	2.7
	3.1
	2.8
	

	Total leukocyte count (TLC) /cumm

	Regular nail group
	7000
	8900

	9600

	8600

	8300

	
0.0241

	
	Antibiotic nail group
	7500
	8500
	9200
	7300
	6700
	

	Blood culture
	Regular nail group
	-ve

	 -ve

	 +ve*

	 +ve

	 -ve
	
0.018

	
	Antibiotic nail group
	-ve
	-ve
	+ve*
	+ve
	-ve
	


Footnote: Blood culture showed growth in early and late phase of postoperative infection as noted in both groups. *Blood culture +ve indicates presence of growth only in those patients who had infection post-surgery, Blood culture -ve indicate absence of growth. 


