Table 2. The GDF-15 concentrations in lung cancer patients by pathologic characteristic
	Characteristics 
	GDF-15 Concentration, Mean ±SEM, pg/mL / NO. / P value
___________________________________________________

	
	Adenocarcinoma
	Squamous
	SCLC

	T stage
	
	
	

	T1
	2223 ± 223.5 N=46
	4297 ± 1266 N=3
	2541 ± 597.8 N=4

	T2
	2580 ± 316.6 N=40
	3132 ± 504.5 N=12
	1837 ± 589.7 N=9

	T3
	2937 ± 616.4 N=11
	1895 ± 281.9 N=9
	2418 ± 565.2 N=9

	T4
	3177 ± 357.4 N=21
	2289 ± 429.6 N=15
	2663 ± 455.5 N=14

	Not Available
	3634 ± 713.4 N=10
	977.5 N=1
	1151.2 N=1

	Lymph node metastasis
	
	
	

	N0
	2333 ± 229.9 N=47
	2348 ± 401.3 N=14
	1497 ± 274.6 N=4

	N1
	1808 ± 488.2 N=11
	881.5 ± 45.39 N=2
	3404 ± 1098 N=4

	N2
	3206 ± 399.4 N=26
	2553 ± 386.9 N=15
	1979 ± 385.3 N=14

	N3
	3004 ± 294.8 N=42
	3598 ± 739.3 N=8
	2639 ± 449.9 N=15

	Not Available
	865.2 ± 126.3 N=2
	1140.4 N=1
	---

	Distant metastasis
	
	
	

	M0
	2525 ± 214.1 N=68
	2622 ± 281.9 N=26
	1595 ± 236.2 N=10

	M1
	2855 ± 252.1 N=58
	2767 ± 611.1 N=12
	2628 ± 343.1 N=27

	Not Available
	1777 ± 1031 N=2
	741.1 ± 216.7 N=2
	---

	TNM stage
	
	
	

	I
	2202 ± 281.3 N=35
	1996 ± 777.4 N=4
	1353 ± 330.5 N=3

	II
	1671 ± 500.5 N=6
	2632 ± 597.1 N=6
	2740.9 N=1

	III
	3013 ± 365.3 N=27
	2479 ± 372.3 N=17
	1525 ± 308.1 N=6

	IV
	2873 ± 244.3 N=60
	2841 ± 567.1 N=13
	2628 ± 343.1 N=27
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