Table 1. The serum GDF-15 concentrations of the study cohort
	Characteristics
 
	No. cases
	GDF-15 Concentration, Mean ±SD,
pg/mL
	t*
	P-value

	Age（cancer patients）

	≥59（59-88）
	126
	2829 ± 157.3 
	2.508
	0.0129

	<59（31-58）
	79
	2204 ± 190.5
	
	

	Gender（cancer patients）

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Male
	132
	2682 ± 157.7
	1.029 
	0.3049

	Female
	73
	2418 ± 194.6 
	
	

	Tumor pathologic type

	Adenocarcinoma
	128
	2663 ± 161.9
	0.4565
	0.6342#

	Squamous
	40
	2571 ± 263.4
	
	

	SCLC
	37
	2349 ± 267.7
	
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Non-cancer type

	Normal
	34
	718.9 ± 57.53 
	4.579
	0.0154#

	Pneumonia
	2
	716.1 ± 181.1 
	
	

	Benign
	13
	1112 ± 152.5 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


* Independent-samples calculated by unpaired t test.
# Comparison among three groups was analyzed by F test of one-way ANOVA test.
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