Table 2. Demographic characteristics and surgical outcomes at different stages.
	Varibale
	Exploring phase
	Mature phase
	P-value

	Age,years 1
	32.80±7.32
	32.00±6.41
	0.433*

	Sex
male
female
	
7
51
	
17
120
	0.947**

	Body mass index,kg/㎡ 1
	23.40±3.49
	22.79±3.67
	0.308*

	Pathology
Papillary thyroid cancer
	
58
	
137
	

	Operation time,min 1
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK15]189.72±37.27
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK16]138.15±26.62
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK17]＜0.001*

	Bleeding amount,ml 1
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK18]15.49±15.05
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK19]9.67±4.12
	0.005*

	Thyroid volume,cm³ 1
	15.74±9.24
	18.25±9.28
	0.091*

	Lesions number 1
	1.11±0.41
	1.11±0.31
	0.972*

	Tumor size(largest),cm 1
	0.52±0.32
	0.58±0.37
	0.297*

	Central lymph node dissection 1
Retrieved
Positive
	
4.95±3.56
1.00±1.24
	
4.2±3.00
0.79±1.43
	
0.146*
0.331*

	Hospitalization,day 1
	3.44±1.40
	3.09±1.52
	0.148*

	Complications
Tracheal ulcer
Surgical site infection
RLN palsy
Mental nerve injury
	7
1
2
1
3
	4
0
0
1
3
	0.028
0.297F
0.087F
0.507F
0.516F


1 Data is presented as the mean±standard deviation. *Student's T-test. **Chi-square test.          F Fisher's Exact Test. RLN, recurrent laryngeal nerve.
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