	Supplementary Table 2. Search string used in each database

	Database
	Search string

	PubMed
	("lumbar interbody fusion" OR "posterior lumbar interbody fusion" OR "PLIF" OR "anterior lumbar interbody fusion" OR "ALIF" OR "lateral lumbar interbody fusion" OR "LLIF" OR "extreme lateral interbody fusion" OR "XLIF" OR "transforaminal lumbar interbody fusion" OR "TLIF") AND ("cage*" OR "interbody cage" OR "fusion cage" OR "spine cage") AND ("bilateral" OR "unilateral" OR "one cage" OR "two cages" OR "1 cage" OR "2 cages") AND ("Spinal Fusion"[Mesh] OR "Spinal Fusion" OR "Visual Analog Scale"[Mesh] OR "VAS" OR "postoperative pain" OR "Blood Loss, Surgical"[Mesh] OR "perioperative blood Loss" OR "Length of Stay"[Mesh] OR "Operative Time"[Mesh] OR "OR Time" OR "Disability Evaluation" OR "Oswestry Disability Index" OR "Postoperative Complications"[Mesh] OR "Postoperative Complications"[Mesh] OR "Postoperative Complications" OR "Cage subsidence" OR "Segmental lordosis" OR "foramen height" OR "Radiologic results")

	Scopus
	( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( lumbar AND interbody AND fusion ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( plif ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( alif ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( llif ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( tlif ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( xlif ) AND TITLE-ABS-KEY ( bilateral OR two AND cage ) AND TITLE-ABS-KEY ( unilateral OR one AND cage ) AND TITLE-ABS-KEY ( vas ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( fusion ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( blood AND loss ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( oswestry AND disability AND index ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( complications ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( cage AND subsidence ) )

	Cochrane
	lumbar interbody fusion in Title Abstract Keyword AND unilateral cage in Title Abstract Keyword AND bilateral cage in Title Abstract Keyword AND fusion in Title Abstract Keyword AND complication in Title Abstract Keyword - (Word variations have been searched)
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