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Table S1:	Responses on Knowledge about Soil Transmitted helminthes 
	Questions on Knowledge 
	Frequency N (%)

	 
	Correct knowledge 
	Incorrect knowledge/ Don’t know 

	What are soil-transmitted helminthes (STHs) 
	 
	 

	· STHs are intestinal parasites? 
	103(95.4%) 
	5(4.6%) 

	· STHs are transmitted to humans by faecally contaminated soil? 
	93(86.1%) 
	15(13.9%) 

	· Round worm (Ascaris) is a STH? 
	81(75.0%) 
	27(25.0%) 

	· Whipworm (trichuira) is a STH? 
	76(70.4%) 
	32(29.6%) 

	· Hookworm is a STH? 
	88(81.5%) 
	20(18.5%) 

	What are the signs and symptoms of STHs infections 
	 
	 

	· Abdominal distention   
	90(83.3%) 
	18(16.7%) 

	· Abdominal pain   
	104(96.3%) 
	4(3.7%) 

	· Diarrhea or dysentery  
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	· Vomiting 
	92(85.2%) 
	16(14.8%) 

	· Loss of appetite     
	83(76.9%) 
	25(23.1%) 

	· Rectal prolapse 
	43(39.8%) 
	65(60.2%) 

	· Malnutrition  
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	· Stunted growth  
	56(51.9%) 
	52(48.1%) 

	· Reduced verbal fluency and memory 
	82(75.9%) 
	26(24.1%) 

	· Anemia  
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	What are the risk factors of STH infections? 
	 
	 

	· Eating contaminated food    
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	· Lack of access to clean and safe water 
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	· Lack or low frequency of hand washing 
	106(98.1%) 
	2(1.9%) 

	· Walking barefoot     
	96(88.9%) 
	12(11.1%) 

	· Open defecation  
	92(85.2%) 
	16(14.8%) 

	· Poor personal and environment sanitation  
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	· Poverty  
	63(58.3%) 
	45(41.7%) 

	· Owning domestic animals 
	57(52.8%) 
	51(47.2%) 

	What are the ways STH infections can be prevented and controlled? 
	 
	 

	· Washing hands before eating         
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	· Washing hands after defecation     
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	· Treatment of infected persons     
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	· Wearing of shoes  
	93(86.1%) 
	15(13.9%) 

	· Using the latrine          
	102(94.4%) 
	6(5.6%) 

	· Deworming regularly  
	107(99.1%) 
	1(0.9%) 

	· Maintaining personal and environmental hygiene 
	106(98.1%) 
	2(1.9%) 
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	Attitude statements 
	Agreement 
(strong/regular) N (%) 
	Disagreement 
(strong/regular) N (%) 

	Do you think you can get STHs infection? 
	94(97.0%) 
	14(13.0%) 

	STHs infections are minor infections that cause no harm to the body? 
	103(95.4%) 
	5(4.6%) 

	STHs infections only affect children and not adults? 
	98(90.8%) 
	10(9.2%) 

	Do you think STHs infections can be prevented and treated? 
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	STHs infections treatments are costly? 
	105(97.2%) 
	3(2.8%) 

	Participation in mass drug administration for STHs infections is important? 
	100(92.6%) 
	8(7.4%) 

	Washing hands after using the toilet and before eating can prevent STHs infections? 
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	Eating of unwashed fruits and raw vegetables can result in STHs infections? 
	108(100%) 
	0(0%) 

	Walking barefooted/playing with soil can expose one to STHs infections? 
	106(98.1%) 
	2(1.9%) 

	Health education can reduce the occurrence of STHs infections? 
	108(100.0%) 
	0(0%) 
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	Practice statements 
	Always/Often 
N (%) 
	Sometimes/Never 
N (%) 

	The school has access to clean water? 
	90(83.4%) 
	18(16.6%) 

	The school has a functional toilet(s)? 
	102(94.4%) 
	6(5.6%) 

	Do you share the same toilet with the pupil? 
	0(0%) 
	108(100%) 

	Do you defecate in the open (bush)? 
	0(0%) 
	108(100%) 

	Do you wipe with toilet paper after defecating? 
	105(97.2%) 
	3(2.8%) 

	Do you wash your hands after going to the toilet? 
	98(90.7%) 
	10(9.3%) 

	Do you use soap when washing your hands after going to the toilet? 
	60(55.5%) 
	48(44.5%) 

	Do you wash your hands before eating? 
	99(90.7%) 
	9(8.3%) 

	Do you use soap when washing your hands before eating? 
	12(11.1%) 
	96(88.9%) 

	Do you assist the cook to share the school meal to the pupil? 
	53(49.1%) 
	55(50.9%) 

	Do you wash your hands before assisting them? 
	81(75.0%) 
	27(25.0%) 

	Do you make sure that the pupils wash their hands before eating the school meal? 
	82(75.9%) 
	26(24.1%) 

	Do you received/taken drugs for intestinal worms at 3- or 6-months interval? 
	53(49.1%) 
	55(50.9%) 


 

