

APPENDIX 1
LIST OF DEPARTMENTS
	KORLE-BU TEACHING HOSPITAL
	TEMA GENERAL HOSPITAL
	SHAI-OSUDOKU HOSPITAL

	High-risk department
	High-risk department
	High-risk department

	Surgical department
	Surgical department
	Maternity

	Obstetrics and Gynecology
	Obstetrics and Gynecology
	Surgical (Theater)

	Medicine and therapeutics
	Medicine
	Laboratory

	Accident and Emergency
	Accident Centre
	Internal Medicine

	Central Laboratory
	Child Health
	Accident and Emergency

	Child Health
	
	

	Low-risk departments
	Low-risk departments
	Low-risk departments

	Family medicine/Polyclinic
	Out Patient Department
	Out-Patient Department

	Administration
	Administration
	Administration

	Physiotherapy
	Physiotherapy
	Public Health Department

	Central Sterilized Services Department (CSSD)
	Central Sterilized Services Department (CSSD)
	

	Psychiatry
	Psychiatry
	

	Public Health Department
	Public Health Department
	

	Pharmacy
	
	

	Psychiatric
	
	

	Diet therapy
	
	








APPENDIX 2
FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE (WASTE HANDLERS)
Engaging questions:
1. Let's start the discussion by talking about your role in the healthcare facility.

2. What challenges do you experience working as a waste handler in the hospital?

Exploring questions:
3. How do you collect infectious waste in the hospital? Why do you use the methods mentioned?
4. How do you handle sharp waste? 
5. Are logistics for the safe collection of solid waste always available?
6. How do you handle waste accidentally mixed?
7. Describe how you protect yourself when handling waste.
8. What are the dangers of disposing of medical waste without treatment?
9. How often do you clean your waste bins and reusable PPEs (if any)?
10. Can you run me through the cleaning protocol?

Exit question:
11. Is there anything you would like to say about how you manage healthcare waste in the facility?

That concludes our focus group. 


Thank you so much for coming and sharing your thoughts and opinions with us. If you have additional information, you did not get to say in the focus group, please feel free to share by contacting us using the phone numbers provided in the consent form.
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