Challenges and Prospects for the Substitution of Plastic Products with Jute in the context of Bangladesh – A Social Study
The Government of Bangladesh (GoB) outlawed polythene bags in 2002 under the Bangladesh Environment Conservation Act of 1995. Later, the government passed the "Mandatory Jute Packaging Act 2010" in 2010 to enforce the 2002 prohibition and mandate the use of jute as a substitute for other plastic materials in product packaging. Furthermore, the High Court ordered the relevant authorities to ban single-use plastics in all coastal regions, hotels, motels, and restaurants nationwide by January 6, 2020, in light of the health and environmental risks posed by single-use plastics.
This social study is conducted to find out the challenges and different prospects for the substitution of jute with plastic products. No personal information will be asked and identity of the individuals will be kept confidential. The outcomes of this study will be used for academic research purposes only.
Your participation is highly appreciated!!!

	1.
	Are you willing to participate to the survey?
	:
	O
	Yes
	O
	No

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Age group of the participant
	:
	O
	<20
	O
	20-29

	
	
	
	O
	30-39
	O
	>40

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Occupation of the participant
	:
	O
	Home Maker
	O
	Student

	
	
	
	O
	Govt. employee
	O
	Engineer

	
	
	
	O
	Business
	O
	Daily wage worker

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Do you use plastics and polythene in daily life?
	:
	O
	Yes
	O
	No

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Why do you prefer using the plastic product(s)?
	:
	O
	Cheap
	O
	Lightweight

	
	
	
	O
	Durable
	O
	Availability

	
	
	
	O
	Lack of alternative materials
	O
	Above all

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	How familiar are you with the use of jute products in your daily life?
	
	O
	Very familiar
	O
	Somewhat familiar

	
	
	
	O
	Not very familiar
	O
	Not at all familiar

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	What do you do after using plastics and polythene?
	:
	O
	Keep it to reuse
	O
	Throw away in the garbage

	
	
	
	O
	Throw away anywhere
	O
	Burn it down

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Plastics and polythene create water logging, plastic rain, air pollution, odor problem, blocking of roads, raising dredging costs, death of aquatic lives, contamination of foods, etc. Do you concern about these harmful problems?
	:
	O
	Yes
	O
	No

	
	
	
	O
	Not my concern
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Do you think plastic can be recycled?
	:
	O
	Yes
	O
	No

	
	
	
	O
	No idea/ Not sure
	O
	

	10.
	Do you think plastic waste is a problem for health and the environment?
	:
	O
	Concerned
	O
	Not Concerned

	
	
	
	O
	Neutral
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
	If yes, what are these problems?
	:
	O
	Makes the city dirty
	O
	Pollutes marine environments

	
	
	
	O
	It releases toxic chemicals into the environment
	O
	Severely impacts animals and birds (ingestion and entangling)

	
	
	
	O
	Enters the food chain and causes cancer
	O
	Clogs drain, thus causing water logging in the city

	
	
	
	O
	All
	O
	None of the above

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12.
	How much do you think the average consumer in Bangladesh knows about the environmental impact of plastic products and the benefits of using jute products?
	
	O
	A lot
	O
	Somewhat

	
	
	
	O
	Not much
	O
	Not at all

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Which plastic products do you use most often?
	:
	O
	Plastic bags
	O
	Plastic bottles

	
	
	
	O
	Plastic buckets, bins, barrels, storage containers
	O
	Plastic disposables (Straws, plates, spoons, glasses, and others)

	
	
	
	O
	Packaging (bottles, sachets, food containers from food delivery, cling wraps, cosmetic containers)
	O
	All of the above


	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Do you reuse plastic carry bags?
	:
	O
	Yes
	O
	No

	
	
	
	O
	Often
	O
	Rarely

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15.
	If not reused, what are the reasons?
	:
	O
	Not aware of reuse
	O
	Not bothered about these issues

	
	
	
	O
	Find disposing of easy and better
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16.
	Are you aware of any government/non-government campaign to reduce plastic waste in your city/local area?
	:
	O
	Yes
	O
	No

	
	
	
	O
	Not sure
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
	How/from where do you get information about plastic pollution?
	:
	O
	Electronic media (TV/ Radio)
	O
	Social Media (Whatsapp, Instagram, Facebook, YouTube)

	
	
	
	O
	Print media (Newspaper, magazine)
	O
	Out reach material (poster/hoarding) by the municipality

	
	
	
	O
	Outreach by NGOs
	O
	Awareness campaigns in the School of my children

	
	
	
	O
	Friends/ colleagues/ family
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
	What alternatives to plastic do you prefer?
	:
	O
	Paper bags
	O
	Jute bags

	
	
	
	O
	Biodegradable cutlery
	O
	biodegradable bin liners

	
	
	
	O
	Metal straws Edible cutlery made of organic products such as millets and other grains
	O
	Bamboo products- toothbrush, straws

	
	
	
	O
	Metals such as steel/copper/brass cutlery
	O
	Wooden or fiber board materials

	
	
	
	O
	Cardboard
	O
	Ceramic

	
	
	
	O
	All
	O
	None

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19.
	What is/are the main reason(s) for not switching to alternatives for plastics?
	:
	O
	Not aware of them
	O
	Not easily available

	
	
	
	O
	Costly as compared to plastic
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20.
	According to you what is the most effective to manage plastic pollution in the city?
	:
	O
	Government regulations
	O
	Actions/ campaigns by NGOs

	
	
	
	O
	Individual action and effort
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21.
	What is the best possible solution for you to reduce plastics and polythene waste?
	:
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	22.
	Have you ever used jute products as a substitute for plastics products?
	
	O
	Yes
	O
	No

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23.
	If yes, what were the reasons for using plastic products instead of jute?
	
	O
	Convenience
	O
	Durability

	
	
	
	O
	Price
	O
	Availability

	
	
	
	O
	Other (please specify)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24.
	If no, what would motivate you to use jute products instead of plastic products?
	
	O
	Price reduction
	O
	Increased availability

	
	
	
	O
	Awareness of the environmental impact of plastic products
	O
	Other (please specify)

	
	
	
	O
	
	O
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25.
	Do you believe that jute products are a better alternative to plastic products in terms of quality and performance?
	:
	O
	Strongly agree
	O
	Somewhat agree

	
	
	
	O
	Neutral
	O
	Somewhat disagree

	
	
	
	O
	Strongly disagree
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26.
	What are the barriers of for the substitution of the jute with plastics product?
	:
	O
	High Cost
	O
	Lack of Availability

	
	
	
	O
	Less durable
	O
	Not willing to use 

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	27.
	What kinds of jute products can be used instead of plastics product?
	:
	O
	Packaging bag
	O
	Jute bag (for regular market use)

	
	
	
	O
	Shopping bag
	O
	Sag bag (i.e., rice carrying bag)

	
	
	
	O
	Rope
	O
	Carpet

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	28.
	What steps do you think should be taken to encourage the use of jute products over plastic products?
	:
	O
	Awareness campaigns
	O
	Government subsidies

	
	
	
	O
	Price reduction
	O
	Increased availability

	
	
	
	O
	Law enforcement
	O
	Other (please specify)

	
	
	
	O
	
	O
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29.
	Do you think it is possible to completely substitute jute with plastic products?
	
	O
	Yes
	O
	No

	
	
	
	O
	Not Sure
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	30.
	Would you be willing to pay a premium for jute products over plastic products?
	
	O
	Yes
	O
	No

	
	
	
	O
	Not Sure
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	31.
	How do you think the substitution of jute with plastic products will affect the local economy and employment?
	
	O
	Positively
	O
	Negatively

	
	
	
	O
	No impact
	O
	Not sure

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	32.
	In your opinion, what are some of the biggest challenges faced by the jute industry in Bangladesh?
	
	O
	Competition from plastic products
	O
	Lack of investment

	
	
	
	O
	Poor quality control
	O
	Other (please specify)

	
	
	
	O
	
	O
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	33.
	Have you noticed any changes in the availability of jute products in Bangladesh over the past few years?
	
	O
	Yes, increased availability
	O
	Yes, decreased availability

	
	
	
	O
	No change
	O
	Not sure

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	34.
	Do you believe that the jute industry in Bangladesh has the potential to grow and compete with plastic products in the future?
	
	O
	Yes
	O
	No

	
	
	
	O
	Not Sure
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	35.
	What role do you think the government of Bangladesh should play in supporting the jute industry?
	
	O
	Provide subsidies
	O
	Invest in research and development

	
	
	
	O
	Promote the use of jute products
	O
	Other (please specify)

	
	
	
	O
	
	O
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	36.
	How likely are you to recommend jute products to friends and family over plastic products?
	
	O
	Very likely
	O
	Somewhat likely

	
	
	
	O
	Not very likely
	O
	Not at all likely

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	37.
	Any other comments for the substitution of plastics with jute products
	:
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	O
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	





