Table A.3
Results of meta-analysis for patients of anterior fusion group

	Parameter
	Pooled mean or prevalence
	
	I2 test, %
	Q-test,
P
	Begg’s test,
p

	
	
	95%CI
	
	
	

	Operation time, minutes
	173.4
	116.2-230.6
	98.3
	0
	0.602

	Blood loss, ml
	512.9
	4.8 – 1030.6
	97.5
	0
	n/a

	Length of stay, days
	11.4
	2.8-20.0
	95.4
	0
	n/a

	Cobb angle at admission, 0
	14.2
	9.7-18.7
	88.4
	0
	0.624

	Cobb angle post-surgery, 0 
	5.7

	4.0-7.3
	55.4
	0.081
	0.497

	Cobb angle at final follow-up, 0
	7.5

	4.9-10.0
	81.8
	0
	1.000

	AVBCR, %
	n/a
	
	
	
	

	Spinal canal stenosis, %
	41.5
	35.1-47.2
	0
	0.323
	n/a

	Superficial wound 
infection rate, %
	2.3
	0.7-7.8
	0
	0.978
	0.012

	Superficial wound infection rate (after trim-and-fill), %
	2.1
	0.7-6.5
	
	
	

	Deep wound infection rate, %
	2.3
	0.7-7.8
	0
	0.978
	0.012

	Deep wound infection rate 
(after trim-and-fill), %
	2.1
	0.7-6.5
	
	
	

	Implant-related complications, %
	2.3
	0.7-7.8
	0
	0.978
	0.012

	Implant-related complications
(after trim-and-fill), %
	2.1
	0.7-6.5
	
	
	

	Fusion rate, %
	91.5
	75.9-97.3
	53.0
	0.075
	0.053

	Pseudoarthrosis rate, %
	8.5

	2.7-24.1
	53.0
	0.075
	0.053

	Non-union rate, %
	n/a
	
	
	
	

	VAS
	2.8
	1.9-3.6
	0
	0.745
	n/a

	ODI
	17.6
	11.8-23.3
	68.6
	0.023
	1.000


AVBCR – anterior vertebral body compression rate; CI – confidence interval; n/a, not available; ODI – Oswestry disability index; VAS – visual analogue scale of pain
