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HLA, Human Leukocyte Antigen; CRP, C-reactive protein; ESR, erythrocyte sedimentation rate; CCP, cyclic citrullinated peptide; Ab, antibody. Anti-nuclear antibody is positive if at a dilution of 1:160 or more. The significance of the differences between two groups (women versus men) were determined using Fisher's exact probability test, except age and disease duration. These two parameters were analyzed using a Student's t-test or b Mann-Whitney U test. *p<0.05, **p<0.01
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Patients’   c haracteristics            Overall  (n= 29 )     Female   (n= 19 )     Male   (n=1 0 )           p - value   Age                                                         4 8 . 0 ± 1 7 . 1                4 1 . 6 ±16. 3                 6 0 . 2 ±11. 2                   p= 0.0 0 3  * *   a   Disease  d uration   (year s )                1.5  ( 0. 6 – 11. 3 )       2.0   (0. 6 – 1 0.5 )   1 .0 (1.0 – 27.0 )             p= 0. 621   b   HLA - B27                                             1/20                      0/14                      1/6                       p=0.654     Distribution   of   e nthes itis   ( t enderness)             Overall        Fem ale               M ale                    p - value   A cromioclavicular joint s                     1 6 / 29   ( 5 5 . 1 %)      1 3 / 19   (6 8 . 4 %)       3 / 10   ( 30 . 0 %)        p=0.0 5 6   S ternocosto clavicular joint s                 6 / 29   (2 0 . 7 %)        6 / 19   (3 1 . 6 % )         0/1 0   (0%)              p=0.0 57   C lavicles                                                   5 / 29   (1 7 . 2 %)         5 / 19   (2 6 . 3 %)         0/1 0   (0%)               p=0.0 98   E picondyles  of humerus                     19 / 29   (6 5 . 5 %)     1 5 / 19   (7 9 . 0 %)        4 /1 0   ( 40 . 0 %)       p=0.0 47  *   P atellar ligament insertion                  1 4 / 29   ( 48 . 3 %)     1 0 / 19   (5 2 . 6 %)        4 /1 0   ( 4 0 . 0 %)      p=0. 400   A chilles tendon insertion                      1 1 / 29   ( 37 . 9 %)     1 0 / 19   ( 5 2 . 6 %)      1/1 0   ( 10 . 0 %)        p=0.0 29  *   S oles or heels                                     1 6 / 29   (5 5 . 2 %)       1 1 / 19   (5 7 . 9 %)       5 / 1 0   ( 50 . 0 %)        p=0. 4 93     Distribution   of   s welling   joints            Overall        Fem ale                M ale                  p - value   Shoulder joints                                      0/ 29  (0%)            0/ 19  (0%)             0/1 0  (0%)                 p=N/A   Elbow joins                                       5 / 29   (1 7 . 2 %)     3 / 19   (1 5 . 8 %)    2/1 0   ( 20 . 0 %)          p=0. 575   Wrist joints                                      5 / 29   ( 17 . 2 %)     4 / 19   ( 21 . 1 %)    1 / 10   ( 1 0 . 0 %)      p=0. 4 24   Metacarpophalangeal   joints              5 / 29   (1 7 . 2 %)      4 / 19   (2 1 . 1 %)       1/1 0   ( 10 . 0 %)        p=0. 424   P roximal interphalangeal joint s         5/ 29   ( 17 . 2 %)       3/ 19   (1 5 . 8 %)      2/1 0   ( 20 . 0 %)       p=0. 5 75   Distal   interphalangeal joint s           5/ 29   (1 7 . 2 %)   3/ 19   (1 5 . 8 %)     2/1 0   ( 20 . 0 %)       p=0. 5 75   Knee joints                                     1 5 / 29   ( 51 . 7 %)      8 / 19   (4 2 . 1 %)       4 /1 0   (4 0 . 0 %)         p=0. 615   Ankle joints                       4/ 29   (1 3 . 8 %)      4/ 19   ( 21 . 1 %)        0/1 0   (0%)         p=0. 163     Metatarsophalangeal   joints             6/ 29   ( 20 . 7 %)       3 / 19   (1 5 . 8 %)       2/1 0   ( 20 . 0 %)       p=0. 576     Others                                                      Overall              Fem ale                    M ale                      p - value   Motion p ain of hip joints                         1 3 / 29  (4 2 . 9 %)      1 0 / 19  ( 52 . 6 %)         3 / 1 0  (3 0 . 0 %)       p=0 . 221   Dactylitis, recorded by physicians       8 / 29  (2 7 . 6 %)           6 / 19  ( 31 . 6 %)           2/1 0  ( 20 . 0 %)             p= 0. 419   Pain of cervical vertebras                    1 3 / 29  (4 4 . 8 %)          1 0 / 19  (5 2 . 6 %)      3/1 0  ( 30 . 0 %)            p=0. 221   Pain of thoracic vertebras                      7 / 29  ( 24 . 1 %)          6 / 19  ( 31 . 6 %)          1/1 0  ( 10 . 0 %)           p=0. 206   Paint of sacroiliac joints                     1 7 / 29  (5 8 . 6 %)         1 3 / 19  (6 8 . 4 %)        4/1 0  ( 40 . 0 %)         p=0. 14 0     Laboratory   finding s                              Overall               Fem ale                  M ale                      p - value   CRP (>5 mg/L)                                    1 2 / 29   ( 4 1. 4 %)           4 / 19   ( 21 . 1 %)          8 /1 0   (8 0 . 0 %)           p= 0.0 04  * *   ESR (>2 5   mm/hour)                                14 / 29   ( 48 . 3 %)         6 / 19   ( 31 . 6 %)          8 /1 0   (8 0 . 0 %)         p= 0. 017  *   R heumatoid  f actor   (>15 IU/mL)          1 3 / 29   ( 4 4 . 8 %)        8 / 19   ( 42 . 1 %)        5/1 0   ( 5 0 . 0 %)        p= 0. 4 93   Anti - CCP   Ab (>4.5 U/mL)                      5 / 2 9   ( 17 . 2 %)        4/ 19   ( 21 . 1 %)            1/1 0   ( 10.0 %)             p= 0. 4 24   Positive rate of a nti - nuclear Ab              9 / 29  ( 31 . 0 %)             9 / 19  ( 4 7 . 4 %)          0/ 1 0  (0%)                  p= 0.0 09   * *  


