Table S1
Environmental variables observed at the four sampling sites in coastal waters of the Yellow Sea, near Qingdao, northern China during the 1-year cycle study (mean values for a total of 10 samples from each sampling station).

	Variables
	Site A
	Site B
	Site C
	Site D

	pH
	8.3 ± 0.4
	8.3 ± 0.4
	8.3 ± 0.4
	8.1 ± 0.4

	Sal (psu)
	28.9 ± 6.6
	29.1 ± 6.4
	29.3 ± 5.1
	28.7 ± 5.2

	DO (mg l-1)
	8.2 ± 1.4
	7.8 ± 1.6
	7.7 ± 1.5
	7.6 ± 1.5

	Tra (m)
	3.95±0.74
	2.41±0.94
	2.09±0.68
	2.02±0.76

	NH4-N (μmol l-1)
	6.9 ± 3.4
	7.2 ± 2.3
	8.8 ± 3.3
	9.8 ± 3.2

	NO3-N (μmol l-1)
	20.9 ± 10.7
	16.6 ± 9.6
	28.0 ± 9.9
	38.1 ± 15.2

	NO2-N (μmol l-1)
	3.4 ± 5.9
	1.8 ± 1.4
	4.8 ± 8.2
	3.3 ± 2.6

	SRP (μmol l-1)
COD (mg l-1)
	0.7 ± 0.4
0.6 ± 0.2
	0.4 ± 0.3
0.5 ± 0.3
	0.8 ± 0.4
0.6 ± 0.4
	1.0 ± 0.9
0.5 ± 0.3


Sal, salinity; DO, dissolve oxygen; Tra, transparency; NH4-N, ammonium nitrogen; NO3-N, nitrate nitrogen; NO2-N, nitrite nitrogen; SRP, soluble reactive phosphate; COD, chemical oxygen demand.
