Appendix A. University of West England Framework for Critically Appraising Research Articles (Moule et al., 2003)
The Introduction
Is there a clear statement about the topic being investigated?
Is there a clear rationale for the research?
The Methods Section
Is the research design clearly described?
Are the research methods appropriate for the topic being investigated?
Are any advantages or disadvantages of the design acknowledged by the researchers?
Is there a clear statement about how the participants were selected?
Data Collection and Analysis. Is there a clear description about how the data was collected?
Was the data collected by appropriate people?
Is the approach to data analysis appropriate to the type of data collected?
Quantitative. Is there any explanation of sample size used?
Are the type of statistical tests used appropriate for the sorts of data collected?
Qualitative. Is the approach taken to data analysis clear?
Is there a clear statement about how the researcher validated interpretations?
Ethics
Is there a clear statement about ethical committee approval? Is there a clear description about gaining consent, maintaining anonymity and or confidentiality?
The Results/Findings
Are the results related back to the literature review?
Are the weaknesses in research design acknowledged?
Quantitative.  Is the presentation of results clear and unambiguous? Are all the results presented?
Do the tables and charts used give a clear picture of the sample data and results?
If percentages are recorded, are actual numbers also clearly shown?
Are results of tests interpreted rightly?
Qualitative. Does the research present evidence of the data collected?
Does the data presented as part of a theme support the analysis suggested?
Is there a clear audit trail?
The Conclusions
Are the implications for further research acknowledged? Are areas for further research identified?Are further recommendations made for practice that come from the results/discussion?

