HIGHLIGHTS
· Nitrate, fluoride, and arsenic are the most commonly reported water contaminants in the Global South, emphasizing their severe health impacts, particularly on infants, children, and pregnant women.
· Women are more vulnerable to endocrine-disrupting chemicals and enteric pathogens, while men exhibit slightly higher non-carcinogenic health hazard quotients from fluoride and arsenic exposure 
· The devastating impact of NTDs, which are closely linked to poor water quality and inadequate sanitation, primarily affects women and girls in tropical and subtropical regions of Africa and Asia
· There are significant regional differences, with Asia and South America showing high arsenic hazard quotients, posing elevated risks of arsenicosis, cancers, and neurological disorders.
· There is a significant lack of gender-disaggregated studies on the health impact of poor water quality, particularly in Africa, where the burden of water-related illnesses is highest.

