

Additional file 13. Effect of early probiotic inoculation on hematology parameters in blood on day 23-24 and 35-361, 2
	
	Control
	Probiotic
	SEM
	P-value3

	
	
	
	
	Treat
	Day
	Treat x Day

	Hematocrit (%)
	
	
	
	0.41
	<0.001
	0.30

	Day 23-24
	35.6
	33.8
	1.0
	
	
	

	Day 35-36
	38.1
	38.1
	1.0
	
	
	

	Red blood cells (1012 cells/L)
	
	
	
	0.13
	<0.001
	0.92

	Day 23-24
	5.9
	5.6
	0.2
	
	
	

	Day 35-36
	7.0
	6.6
	0.2
	
	
	

	Hemoglobin (g/L)
	
	
	
	0.27
	<0.001
	0.36

	Day 23-24
	106
	100
	2.9
	
	
	

	Day 35-36
	117
	115
	3.4
	
	
	

	White blood cells (109 cells/L)
	
	
	
	0.68
	<0.001
	0.11

	Day 23-24
	9.4
	11.0
	0.9
	
	
	

	Day 35-36
	16.0
	14.8
	1.5
	
	
	

	Lymphocytes (%)
	
	
	
	0.88
	0.21
	0.95

	Day 23-24
	60.3
	59.5
	2.4
	
	
	

	Day 35-36
	57.4
	57.0
	2.3
	
	
	

	Neutrophils (%)
	
	
	
	0.90
	0.21
	0.71

	Day 23-24
	35.0
	34.2
	2.1
	
	
	

	Day 35-36
	36.6
	37.2
	2.2
	
	
	

	Monocytes (%)
	
	
	
	0.29
	0.17
	0.17

	Day 23-24
	3.4
	4.6
	0.4
	
	
	

	Day 35-36
	4.5
	4.5
	0.4
	
	
	

	Eosins (%)
	
	
	
	0.80
	0.002
	0.57

	Day 23-24
	0.73
	0.66
	0.1
	
	
	

	Day 35-36
	0.96
	0.97
	0.1
	
	
	

	Neutrophil/Lymphocyte ratio (%)
	0.66
	0.32
	0.73

	Day 23-24
	60.9
	63.1
	7.1
	
	
	

	Day 35-36
	64.7
	71.2
	7.9
	
	
	

	Reticulocytes (109 cells/L)
	
	
	
	0.16
	<0.001
	0.02

	Day 23-24
	250
	236
	42
	
	
	

	Day 35-36
	40a
	78b
	11
	
	
	

	Platelets (109 cells/L)
	
	
	
	0.95
	0.003
	0.53

	Day 23-24
	607
	584
	95
	
	
	

	Day 35-36
	374
	426
	67
	
	
	


1 Values are presented as least square means and SEM
2 Number of samples: Control d23-24 = 23, d35-36 = 23. Probiotic d23-24 = 20, d35-36 = 18.
3 Treat = Treatment group, Treat x Day = Interaction between treatment and day
[bookmark: _Hlk67157036]Different lowercase letters indicate statistical significance (P < 0.05). 

