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Table S1: Group differences between gender groups in conspiracy beliefs, populist attitudes and thinking styles 
	
	Total group
	Mas. 
	Fem. 
	Diverse
	Group differences

	
	n
	M (SD)
	n
	M (SD)
	n
	M (SD)
	n
	M (SD)
	Univariate ANOVA

	Conspiracy Belief (CB)
	484
	2.64 (0.77)
	197
	2.56 (0.83)
	282
	2.68 (0.71)
	5
	3.12 (0.79)
	F (2,481)= 2.304, p = .101

	Generalist Populist Attitudes (Gen)
	488
	44.11 (8.28)
	198
	43.19 (8.68)
	285
	44.80 (7.98)
	5
	40.80 (5.81)
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]F (2,485)= 2.632, p = .073

	Anti-elitist attitudes (Anti)
	488
	16.56 (3.65)
	198
	16.60 (3.91)
	285
	16.56 (3.47)
	5
	14.80 (3.90)
	F (2,485)= .592, p = .554

	Preference of unrestricted
	488
	13.00 (3.50)
	198
	12.54 (3.90)
	285
	13.34 (3.17)
	5
	12.60 (3.05)
	F (2,485)= 3.188, p = .045

	sovereignity (Sov)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1fem. > mas (p = .040)

	Virtuousness of the People 
(Hom)
	488
	14.55 (3.96)
	198
	14.05 (3.80) 
	285
	14.91 (4.06)
	5
	13.40 (3.05)
	F (2,485)= 2.922, p = .055

	Faith in Intuition (FI)
	488
	62.48 (12.20)
	198
	59.33 (13.12)
	285
	62.91 (11.33)
	5
	64.40 (11.63)
	F (2,485)= 5.275, p = .005

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2 fem. > mas. (p = .004). 

	Need for Cognition (NC)
	488
	70.63 (13.24)
	198
	73.52 (14.15)
	285
	68.73 (12.19)
	5
	14.98 (6.70)
	F (2,485)= 8.440, p < .001
1 fem. > mas. (p < .001)


Notes: M = Mean; SD = Standard deviation; Mas. = masculine gender; fem. = feminine gender; 1 Results of post-hoc Tukey HSD tests. 

Table S2: Correlations between age, education level and conspiracy beliefs, populist attitudes and thinking styles 

	
	Age 
	Education level

	Conspiracy Belief (CB)
	.112; p = .014 1
	.160, p < .001 1

	Generalist Populist Attitudes (Gen)
	.034, p = .453 2
	-.222 p < .001 2

	Anti-elitist attitudes (Anti)
	.066, p = .148 2
	-.181, p < .001 2

	Preference of unrestricted
	.019, p = .670 2
	-.153, p < .001 2

	sovereignity (Sov)
	
	

	Virtuousness of the People 
(Hom)
	-.006, p = .888 2
	-.161, p < .001 2

	Faith in Intuition (FI)
	-.101, p = .026 2
	-.099, p = .029 2

	Need for Cognition (NC)
	.117, p = .010 2
	.078, p = .084 2


Notes: M = Mean; SD = Standard deviation; Mas. = masculine gender; fem. = feminine gender; Anti = Anti-elitist attitudes subscale; Sov = Preference for unrestricted popular sovereignty subscale; Hom = Homogeneity and virtuousness of the people subscale. 1 n = 484; 2 n = 488






Table S3: Correlations between conspiracy beliefs, populist attitudes and thinking styles 

	
	
	n
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	[bookmark: _Hlk166864715]1
	Conspiracy Belief (CB)
	484
	1
	.426**1
	.387** 1
	.326** 1
	.245** 1
	.363** 1
	-.190** 1

	2
	Generalist Populist Attitudes (Gen)
	488
	
	1
	.765** 2
	.795** 2
	.682** 2
	.366** 2
	-.360** 2

	3
	Anti-elitist attitudes (Anti)
	488
	
	
	1
	.543** 2
	.197** 2
	.270** 2
	-.234**2

	4
	Demand for unrestricted
	488
	
	
	
	1
	.277** 2
	.269** 2
	-.220** 2

	
	sovereignity (Sov)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Virtuousness of the People (Hom)
	488
	
	
	
	
	1
	.278** 2
	-.343** 2

	6
	Faith in Intuition (FI)
	488
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	-.397** 2

	7
	Need for Cognition (NC)
	488
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1


Notes: **: p < 0.001; 1 n = 484; 2 n = 488





Table S4: Multiple regression analysis predicting conspiracy beliefs 

	
	Unstandardised coefficients
	
	Standardised coefficients
	
	
	

	Predictor
	B
	SE
	
	Beta 
	p
	R2
	F (df1,df2)
	p

	
	
	
	
	
	
	.190
	F (3,480) = 37.622 
	< .001

	Anti
	.060
	.010
	
	.287
	< .001
	
	
	

	Sov
	.028
	.011
	
	.128
	.10
	
	
	

	Hom
	.030
	.008
	
	.153
	< .001
	
	
	



Note: SE = standardized error of B; Anti = Anti-elitist attitudes subscale; Sov = Demand for unrestricted popular sovereignty subscale; Hom = Homogeneity and virtuousness of the people subscale. 


Table S5: Moderator analysis (hierarchical stepwise regression): is the association between need for cognition and conspiracy beliefs moderated by anti-elitist attitudes

	
	
	Unstandardised coefficients
	
	Standardised coefficients
	
	
	

	Step
	Predictor
	B
	SE
	
	Beta 
	p
	R2/R2 change
	F (df1,df2)/F change
	p

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	.160
	F (2,481)=45.85ß 
	< .001

	
	NC
	-.006
	.003
	
	-.105
	.015
	
	
	

	
	Anti
	.076
	.009
	
	.362
	< .001
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	.022
	F (1,480)=13.148
	< .001

	
	NC
	-.007
	.003
	
	-.128
	.003
	
	
	

	
	Anti
	.070
	009
	
	.336
	< .001
	
	
	

	
	Interaction
	.112
	.031
	
	.153
	< .001
	
	
	


Note: SE = standardized error of B; mas = masculine; fem= feminine; Anti = Anti-elitist attitudes subscale; Sov = Preference for unrestricted popular sovereignty subscale; Hom = Homogeneity and virtuousness of the people subscale. 
Table S6: Mean and standard deviations of conspiracy theories 
	
	Conspiracy theories 1
	n 
	M (SD)
	Range

	1
	JFK
	342
	2.95 (1.23)
	1-5

	2
	Scientology
	377
	2.25 (1.18)
	1-5

	3
	Nuclear accidents UDSSR
	304
	2.89 (1.17)
	1-5

	4
	11th September
	453
	2.83 (1.32)
	1-5

	5
	Jewish families
	422
	2.07 (1.24)
	1-5

	6
	Lady Di
	435
	2.62 (1.32)
	1-5

	7
	Iraq invasion
	409
	3.83 (0.99)
	1-5

	8
	Alien contact
	449
	1.46 (0.91)
	1-5

	9
	Illuminati
	416
	2.29 (1.33)
	1-5

	10
	Chemtrails
	434
	1.46 (0.97)
	1-5

	11
	Marie Magdalene
	348
	2.62 (1.35)
	1-5

	12
	World Trade Center
	444
	2.16 (1.35)
	1-5

	13
	Human sacrifices
	391
	3.45 (1.16)
	1-5

	14
	Stainless steel
	357
	3.23 (1.16)
	1-5

	15
	Mind control
	452
	3.95 (1.14)
	1-5

	16
	Freemasons
	362
	2.07 (1.14)
	1-5

	17
	Pharmaceutical industry
	466
	3.58 (1.26)
	1-5

	18
	Nazi UFOs
	336
	1.82 (1.17)
	1-5

	19
	Nuclear accidents USA
	327
	2.27 (1.11)
	1-5

	20
	Fate of Earth
	430
	2.40 (1.37)
	1-5


Notes: 1 See Appendix A1 for the specific conspiracy theory








Table S7: Intercorrelations between conspiracy theories 
	
	Conspiracy theories 1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

	1
	JFK
	1
	.26**
	.21**
	.45**
	.38**
	.34**
	.24**
	.29**
	.31**
	.31**
	.28**
	.41**
	.13*
	.22**
	.07
	.26**
	.22**
	.35**
	.21**
	.24**

	2
	Scientology
	.26**
	1
	.44**
	.31**
	.43**
	.38**
	.17**
	.35**
	.34**
	.38**
	.16**
	.35**
	.22**
	.26**
	.27**
	.45**
	.28**
	.47**
	.49**
	.30**

	3
	Nuclear accidents UDSSR
	.21**
	.44**
	1
	.24**
	.30**
	.28**
	.14*
	.25**
	.29**
	23**
	.19**
	.27**
	.26**
	.30**
	.24**
	.32**
	.31**
	.33**
	.58**
	.24**

	4
	11th September
	.45**
	.31**
	.29**
	1
	.48**
	.45**
	.38**
	.36**
	.38**
	.37**
	.17**
	.67**
	.31**
	.35**
	.22**
	.39**
	.39**
	.40**
	.40**
	.40**

	5
	Jewish families
	.38**
	.43**
	.30**
	.48**
	1
	.46**
	.33**
	.45**
	.55**
	.57**
	.19**
	.52**
	.34**
	.30**
	.20**
	.66**
	.39**
	.56**
	.41**
	.58**

	6
	Lady Di
	.34**
	.38**
	.28**
	.45**
	.46**
	1
	.28**
	.36**
	.33**
	.35**
	.16**
	.51**
	.35**
	.34**
	.21**
	.43**
	.26**
	.42**
	.43**
	.37**

	7
	Iraq invasion
	.24**
	.17**
	.14*
	.38**
	.33**
	.28**
	1
	.13*
	.23**
	.17**
	.22**
	.35**
	.19**
	.36**
	.22**
	.34**
	.38**
	.19**
	.23**
	.37**

	8
	Alien contact
	.29**
	.35**
	.25**
	.36**
	.45**
	.36**
	.13**
	1
	.54**
	.62**
	.24**
	.48**
	.25**
	.17**
	.035
	.53**
	25**
	.57**
	.40**
	.40**

	9
	Illuminati
	.31**
	.34**
	.29**
	.38**
	.55**
	.33**
	.23**
	.54**
	1
	.53**
	.29**
	.51**
	.39**
	.32**
	.06
	.65**
	.35**
	.47**
	.29**
	.47**

	10
	Chemtrails
	.31**
	.38**
	.23**
	.37**
	.57**
	.35**
	.17**
	.62**
	.53**
	1
	.20**
	.54**
	.23**
	.21**
	.02
	.58**
	.27**
	.58**
	.39**
	.51**

	11
	Marie Magdalene
	.28**
	.16**
	.19**
	.17**
	19**
	.16**
	.22**
	.24**
	.29**
	.20**
	1
	.27**
	.24**
	25**
	.05
	23**
	.23**
	.21**
	.19**
	.23**

	12
	World Trade Center
	.41**
	.35**
	.27**
	.67**
	.52**
	.51**
	.35**
	.48**
	.51**
	.54**
	.27**
	1
	.35**
	.36**
	.12**
	.50**
	.32**
	.45**
	.38**
	.49**

	13
	Human sacrifices
	.14*
	.22**
	.26**
	.31**
	.34**
	.35**
	.19**
	.25**
	.39**
	.23**
	.24**
	.35**
	1
	.35**
	.31**
	.39**
	.35**
	.26**
	.35**
	.31**

	14
	Stainless steel
	.22**
	.26**
	.30**
	.35**
	.30**
	.34**
	.36**
	.17**
	.32**
	.21**
	.25**
	.36**
	.35**
	1
	.25**
	.31**
	.50**
	.28**
	.41**
	.36**

	15
	Mind control
	.07
	.27**
	.24**
	.22**
	.20**
	.21**
	.22**
	.04
	.06
	.02
	.05
	.12**
	.31**
	.25**
	1
	.23**
	.25**
	.16**
	.22**
	.19**

	16
	Freemasons
	.26**
	.45**
	.32**
	.39**
	.66**
	.43**
	.34**
	.53**
	.65**
	.58**
	.23**
	.50**
	.39**
	.31**
	.23**
	1
	.40**
	.53**
	.44**
	.53**

	17
	Pharmaceutical industry
	.22**
	.28**
	.31**
	.39**
	.35**
	.26**
	.38**
	.25**
	.35**
	.27**
	.22**
	.32**
	.35**
	.50**
	.25**
	.40**
	1
	.33**
	.41**
	.42**

	18
	Nazi UFOs
	.35**
	.47**
	.33**
	.40**
	.56**
	.42**
	.19**
	.57**
	.47**
	.58**
	.21**
	.45**
	.26**
	.28**
	.16**
	.53**
	.33**
	1
	.48**
	.48**

	19
	Nuclear accidents USA
	.21**
	.49**
	.58**
	.40**
	.41**
	.43**
	.23**
	.40**
	.29**
	.39**
	.19**
	.38**
	.35**
	.41**
	.22**
	.43**
	.41**
	.48**
	1
	.44**

	20
	Fate of Earth
	.24**
	.30**
	.24**
	.40**
	.58**
	.37**
	.37**
	.40**
	.47**
	.51**
	.23**
	.49**
	.31**
	.36**
	.19**
	.53**
	.42**
	.46**
	.44
	1


Notes: 1 See Appendix A for the specific conspiracy theory * p < .05 ** p < .01** 


Table S8: Intercorrelations between individual conspiracy theories and populism 
	
	Conspiracy theories 1
	n
	Anti
	Sov
	Hom

	1
	JFK
	342
	.248, p < .001
	.542, p  < .001
	.197, p < .001

	2
	Scientology
	377
	.210, p < .001
	.207,  p < .001
	.181, p < .001

	3
	Nuclear accidents UDSSR
	304
	.198, p < .001
	.129, p = .025
	.286, p < .001

	4
	11th September
	453
	.306, p < .001
	.240, p < .001
	.082, p = .081

	5
	Jewish families
	422
	.315, p < .001
	.265, p < .001
	.243, p < .001

	6
	Lady Di
	435
	.281, p < .001
	.288, p < .001
	.181, p < .001

	7
	Iraq invasion
	409
	.147, p = .003
	.149, p = .003
	.031, p = .536

	8
	Alien contact
	449
	.235, p < .001
	.228, p < .001
	.137, p = .004

	9
	Illuminati
	416
	.193, p < .001
	.279, p < .001
	.170, p < .001

	10
	Chemtrails
	455
	.242, p < .001
	.211, p < .001
	.200, p < .001

	11
	Marie Magdalene
	348
	.144, p = .007
	.169, p = .002
	.058, p = .278

	12
	World Trade Center
	465
	.305, p < .001
	.319, p < .001
	.090, p = .057

	13
	Human sacrifices
	391
	.247, p < .001
	.213, p < .001
	.173, p < .001

	14
	Stainless steel
	357
	.363, p < .001
	.324, p < .001
	.077, p = .146

	15
	Mind control
	452
	.097, p = .039
	.010, p = .838
	.103, p = .028

	16
	Freemasons
	362
	.253, p < .001
	.239, p < .001
	.196, p < .001

	17
	Pharmaceutical industry
	466
	.281, p < .001
	.235, p < .001
	.075, p = .107

	18
	Nazi UFOs
	336
	.279, p < .001
	.231, p < .001
	.207, p < .001

	19
	Nuclear accidents USA
	327
	.282, p < .001
	.190, p < .001
	.220, p < .001

	20
	Fate of Earth
	430
	.391, p < .001
	.249, p < .001
	.072, p = .138


Notes:  Anti = Anti-elitist attitudes subscale; Sov = Demand for unrestricted popular sovereignty subscale; Hom = Homogeneity and virtuousness of the people subscale 1 See Appendix A1 for the specific conspiracy theory; 

