	Table 1. Clinical characteristics

	Parameter
	Value

	Number of patients 
	136

	Baseline status 
	

	Age (SD), year
	72.9 ± 13.0

	Male, n (%)
	59 (43.4%)

	Risk factors, n (%)
	

	Hypertension
	97 (71.3%)

	Coronary arterial disease
	37 (27.2%)

	Hyperlipidemia
	65 (47.8%)

	Diabetes mellitus
	51 (37.5%)

	Atrial fibrillation
	80 (58.8%)

	Peripheral Arterial Occlusion Disease
	10 (7.4%)

	Smoking
	24 (17.6%)

	Premorbid mRS 0-2, n (%)
	123 (90.4%)

	BMI (SD)
	24.0 ± 3.6

	Initial laboratory data
	

	Hb (SD), g/dL
	13.0 ± 2.1

	Blood sugar (SD), mg/dL
	146.0 ± 57.0

	CRP (SD), mg/dL
	2.0 ± 3.4

	Albumin (SD), g/dL
	3.6 ± 0.4

	Stroke and EVT-related characteristics
	

	Initial NIHSS (IQR)
	17.5 (14-22)

	Facial palsy, n (%)
	105 (77.2%)

	Aphasia, n (%)
	110 (90.9%)

	Dysarthria, n (%)
	125 (91.9%)

	NIHSS 24 hours after endovascular thrombectomy (IQR)
	13 (7-18.25)

	ENI, n (%)
	42 (30.9%)

	Onset-to-ER time (SD), minutes
	234.3 ± 274.0

	Onset-to-puncture time (SD), minutes
	362.7 ± 292.5

	Onset-to-recanalisation time (SD), minutes
	386.3 ± 294.1

	Intravenous tPA, n (%)
	52 (38.2%)

	mTICI 2b-3, n (%)
	121 (89.0%)

	Haemorrhagic transformation within 7 days, n (%)
	58 (42.6%)

	Pneumonia, n (%)
	70 (51.5%)

	Rehabilitation-associated characteristics
	

	Onset-to-first ST time, days (SD)
	8.5 ± 9.6

	Assistance needed in first sitting up (IQR)
	4 (3-5)

	Normal initial sitting ability, n (%)
	12 (8.8%)

	Initial sitting balance (IQR)
	2 (1-4)

	Normal initial sitting balance, n (%)
	36 (26.4%)

	Abbreviation: NG, nasogastric tube; mRS, modified Rankin Scale; BMI, body mass index; Hb, haemoglobin; CRP, C-reactive protein; NIHSS, National Institute of Health Stroke Scale; ENI, early neurological improvement; ER: emergency room; tPA, tissue plasminogen activator; mTICI, modified thrombolysis in cerebral infarction; ST, swallowing training;



