	Table 3. Multivariate stepwise analysis: Factors associated with NG tube retention at 4 weeks and 12 weeks

	Parameters
	NG tube retention at 4 weeks

	
	Adjusted OR (95% CI)
	p value

	BMI
	0.73 (0.59-0.91)
	0.005**

	Haemorrhagic transformation within 7 days
	4.01 (1.12-14.45)
	0.0335*

	NIHSS 24 hours after EVT
	1.13 (1.01-1.26)
	0.0288*

	Initial sitting ability
	0.52 (0.30-0.91)
	0.0231*

	Bilateral involvement (new and old lesions)
	41.19 (6.93-244.68)
	<0.0001**

	Insular cortex lesion
	7.26 (1.78-29.47)
	0.0056**

	Parameters
	NG tube retention at 12 weeks

	
	Adjusted OR (95% CI)
	p value

	[bookmark: _Hlk130422695]BMI
	0.78 (0.64-0.94)
	0.0098**

	Initial sitting balance
	0.57 (0.35-0.94)
	0.0287*

	Bilateral involvement (new and old lesions)
	4.07 (1.33-12.44)
	0.0139**

	Insular cortex lesion
	4.83 (1.48-15.82)
	0.0092**

	Abbreviation: NG, nasogastric tube; BMI, body mass index; NIHSS, National Institute of Health Stroke Scale; EVT, endovascular thrombectomy; OR, odds ratio; CI, confidence interval. * p < 0.05; **p < 0.01  



