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Introduction 
Hello. My name is ___________________. I am conducting an assessment on knowledge, awareness and practice of Obstetricians and Gynecologists in medico legal issues while providing reproductive health. 
Objective
The main purpose of this study is to understand medicolegal litigation and its characteristics among practicing members of the Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology in Ethiopia.
How you are selected 
You are selected because you are attending the 2016 annual conference of Obstetrics and Gynecological Society in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
Benefits 
There will be no direct personal benefit that you will obtain because of your participation in this survey. However, the information we obtain from this survey will help Ministry of Health and other organizations to design and implement interventions that can improve clinical practice in the field of Obstetrics and Gynecology. 
Content and time 
This survey is a self-administered questionnaire regarding knowledge, attitude and practice regarding medico-legal issues in clinical practice. 
How long will it take? 
The questions usually take about 20 - 30 minutes. All of the answers you give will be confidential and will not be shared with anyone other than members of our survey team. 
Confidentiality 
We will not collect personal identifier like your name or place of work. Whatever information you provide to us will also be kept strictly confidential. Participation in this survey is completely voluntary. You can choose not to answer all or any specific question. 
Voluntary participation
If you have questions or points of clarification, you can ask me at any time. You may also stop participation at any time if you feel discomfort or unhappy by the process. However, we hope that you will participate fully in this survey since your experiences and advice are important for the study. 
Do you have any questions about the survey before I give you this questionnaire? 
Please let me know if anything I have stated is not clear; I will be happy to explain it further to ensure you understand. 
Contact
In case you need more information about the survey, you may contact the principal investigator of the study, Dr. Alula Teklu. 



Unique ID _____________________
Instruction:
Read each question and fill in the blank or circle your response
I. Socio-demographic characteristics
1. Age __________
2. Sex 
A.   Male
B.   Female
3. Years of service as a gynecologist/obstetrician __________
4. Place of work
A. Private
B. Public
C. NGO 
D. Other- specify
5. Region
A. Tigray
B. Afar
C. Amhara
D. Oromia
E. SNPPR
F. Benshangul Gumuz
G. Gambella
H. Somali
I. Harari
J. Diredawa
K. Addis Ababa
II. Knowledge attitude and practice about medical malpractice and litigation among gynecologist
1. Have you ever felt that YOU might have had a breech in your practice that could be constituted as malpractice? 
Yes		  no
2. Have you ever been accused of malpractice? 
Yes		 no 
If yes, what was the outcome?
1. Ongoing
2. Declared free of any guilt
3. Oral or written warning
4. Imprisoned, 
5. Financial punishment
6. Suspension of license, for how long
7. Others_________
3. Have you ever been questioned by police or district attorney or court of law because of your professional activity?
Yes		No
4. Have you ever been imprisoned, for any duration, due to alleged malpractice/negligence?
Yes, for how long
No
5. Have you ever been verbally abused by patients, attendants or any other person because of alleged malpractice?
Yes		No
6. Have you ever been physically abused by patients, attendants or any other person because of alleged malpractice?
Yes		No
7. DO YOU know someone (colleague/friend/other) who has been accused from your region/city of malpractice? 
Yes 		no

8. If yes how many do you know (estimate)___________________
9. Do you think that malpractice suit against OBGYN’s has been on the rise in the last five years?
Yes		no
10. If yes, what do you think is the reason? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Do you feel someone you know has been unfairly accused of malpractice? 
Yes		no
12. If yes, why do you think so? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. Are you concerned that you could be accused of malpractice? 
Yes		no
14.  If yes, what is your major concern?  (rated from 1-10)
1. Imprisonment 
2. Suspension/license revoked
3. Financial consequences? 
4. Stigma? 
5. Personal bodily harm
6. Others
15. Do you think your hospital or clinic has favorable conditions to exercise your profession based on minimum standards of care?
Yes		No 
16. If No, what is not favorable?
a. Client/patient load
b. Extended working hours
c. Inadequate supplies/drugs/
d. Poor Infrastructure of the hospital
e. Poor Medical registration
f. Poor management
g. Lack of continuous professional development
h. Poor communication among professional
i. Others- Mention
17. Do you think that your practice has been changed due to fear of litigation? 
Yes		no
18. If yes please describe how________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
19. Do you think you have sufficient knowledge about proclamations and regulations of Federal government about medical practice and code of conduct of physicians in Ethiopia? 
Yes		no
20. Do you know about the federal/Regional ethical committee established in Food, medicine and health care control and administration to look in to complaints of malpractice?
Yes		No
21. What is your opinion about the ethics committee?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
22. Do you feel prepared to handle medical errors in case they happen in your practice?
Yes		No
23. If yes, How?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
24. Do you feel prepared to handle if you are accused of malpractice? 
Yes		no
25. If yes, how?
If no, how? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

26. Do you think the legal system in your area is adequately prepared to handle medico legal issues
Yes		no 
27. Do you know where to seek help if you are accuse of malpractice?
a. Yes- Who
b. No
28. Do you think you will get fair judgement if you are accused of medical malpractice? 
Yes		no
29. If no, why not? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
30.  Are you currently doing anything to prevent or deal with malpractice suit if it happens? 
Yes		no
31. If yes, please describe
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

32. What do you think should be done to prevent /reduce malpractice suit?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
33. Do you think introduction of malpractice insurance could be a good solution? 
Yes		no		I don’t know
34. What do you think should be the role of ESOG in addressing this problem? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
35. The role of MOH and other relevant bodies?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for taking your time to fill out this questionnaire!
