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Brief background to the study
Respiratory tract infections (RTIs) are second most prevalent morbidity among outpatients in Uganda. Misuse and overuse of antibiotics in management of RTIs has been reported in some parts of Uganda and it contributes significantly to antibiotic resistance (ABR). Appropriate use of antibiotics to management RTIs can contribute a lot in controlling ABR.  
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What does your signature or thumbprint on this consent form mean?
our signature o this form means

‘Youhave been informed aboutthis tudy’s purpose, procedures, ossible
benefits and risks

‘You have been given the chance t ask questions before you sign
You have voluntarily agreed to be n this study

‘Name of adultpartcipant

Signature/Thumbprintof partcipant  Date

Date
Name of person obiaining consent Signature
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MBARARA UNIVERSIEY OF SCTENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

06/06/2023

To: Zablon Igirikwayo K

Mbarara University of Science and Technology
0782024793

Type: Initial Review

REQMMIBASPCIATED FACTORS

Re: MUST-2023-814: ANTIBIOTIC PRESCR
FLCTIONS IN JINJA CITY

AMONG OUTPATIENTS DIAGNOSED WITH RESPIRATORY TRA

I am pleased to inform you that at the 154th convened meeting on 30/03/2023, the MUST Rescarch Ethics

Committee meeting voted to approve the above referenced application.
Approval of the research is for the period of 06/06/2023 to 06/06/2024.

As Principal Investigator of the rescarch, you are responsible for fulfilling the following requirements of approval:

1. All co-investigators must be kept informed of the status of the rescarch.

2. Changes, amendments, and addenda to the protocol or the consent form must be submitted to the REC for re-
review and approval prior to the activation of the changes

3. Reports of unanticipated problems involving risks to participants or any new information which could
change the risk benefit: ratio must be submitted to the REC

4. Only approved consent forms are to be used in the enrollment of participants. All consent forms signed by
participants and/or witnesses should be retained on file. The REC may conduct audits of all study records,
and consent documentation may be part of such audits.

5. Continuing review application must be submitted to the REC eight weeks prior to the expiration date of
06/06/2024 in order to continue the study beyond the approved period. Failure to submit a continuing
review application in a timely fashion may result in suspension or termination of the study.

6. The REC application number assigned to the rescarch should be cited in any correspondence with the REC

of record.
7. You are required to register the rescarch protocol with the Uganda National Council for Science and
Technology (UNCST) for final clearance to undertake the study in Uganda.

The following is the list of all documents approved in this application by MUST Research Ethics Committee:
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Appendix 3: In-depth interview guide

Participant identification no. ............

Professional category

Health worker professional education level....

Probes

1. What are respiratory tract infections. [ interviewer, probe for ability to name

examples of respiratory infections and knowledge of their prevalence].

tell me about how you select and

2. As one of the prescribers at this facility,

t infections [Interviewer,

write/prescribe drugs for patients with respiratory trac

d bacterial RTIs and their management

probe for awareness of viral an
differently, number of antibiotics, delay of antibiotics, choice of dosage form,

EML, use of generic names).

nce you to prescribe antibiotics for RTls out patients

3. Which patient factors influe

pe of RTI morbidity, severity of the disease, comorbidity, patient

[ probe for ty|
tion of symptoms, non-responsiveness to

age and sex, patient desire, dura

supportive treatment, immunological status of the patient].

4. How would you rate the appropriateness of your prescriptions, and antibiotic
Jow, moderate and high?

prescription rate for RTlsona scale of

your prescribing for RTls to standard

would you rate compliance of

nda clinical guidelines or any ofl
Y\ETHICs

5. How
her reference

treatment guidelines like Uga

guidelines when prescribing for respiratory tract infe
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rescri i ili
P ibers at this facility? Please elaborate your response. [Probe for

guidelines used, their availability and evidence of referring to them]

6. As a prescriber, which non-patient related factors do you think have influenced
your antibiotic prescription behavior? [ probe for incentives from pharmaceutical
companies, interaction with drug representatives, income status, work
experience, prescriber age and sex, fear of repercussions of not prescribing,

f diagnostic

comorbidities, skepticism of prescription guidelines, availability of

tests and short clinical guidelines]

7. Ofthe many patient and non-patient factors you have mentioned, which of them

do you think is most significant in influencing you to prescribe antibiotics for

RTls.

8. How do you think the facility administration, District health office or MOH can
improve the quality of your antibiotic prescriptions? Probe for supervision of
prescribing, availability of clinical guidelines, availability of short guidelines for
RTls, training prescribers on AMR, training prescribers on antibiotic

prescription, patient education on antibiotic use, adequate supply of essential

drugs.

Are there any other factors influencing antibiotic behavior that you may have not
mentioned earlier, but you would like to mention now? Please mention it.
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MBARARA UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE

P.0. Box 1410 Mbarara, Tel: +256-48-543-3795, Fax: +256-48-542-0782

E-mail: irc@must.ac.ug, mustirb@gmail.com

INFORMED CONSENT FOR IN-DEPTH INTERVIEW OF PRESCRIBERS IN PUBLIC
HEALTH FACILITIES IN JINJA CITY

Study title: Antibiotic prescription patterns and associated factors among
outpatients diagnosed with respiratory tract infections in Jinja City

Principal Investigator(s): IGIRIKWAYO K ZABLON

Introduction: What you should know about this study:

You are being asked to join a research study about antibiotic prescription among outpatients
diagnosed with respiratory tract infections. This consent form explains the research study and
your part in the study.

Please read it carefully and take as much time as you need. You are a volunteer. You can choose
not to take part and if you join, you may quit at any time. There will be no penalty if you decide

to quit the study.
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